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The Bees of the 0ld World.
IFG:X; ‘}:a,“’ a diagonal line, 'begi‘nning‘ at
301055'1},3 ,‘; tln.'l ending at Tripoli, Africa,
eastof(hisl-e J.l'edv”?fmnean, we find the bees
Greoge 1:u1x;elncl|11111g tothe yel}ow racz—Italy,
bees v;hil T Yy and Egy;?t having the banded
Spai,n ande]“?l’lp;011, Tunis, Algeria, Morocco,
the bandeq vail\.(‘o lm.vg the blac‘k bee. JTN us
in Egyp ‘c telian differs from its f:llow-inset
of Tunir: ’ “? fifWG:S t?'fe black of France from that
iterl‘an;aml' 41 ripoli. On lhu' xx;:l'lh of ‘lh(! Mei-
somherﬁn ‘1“3 Alps are .the limitz, while on the
rier, po shore the Lybian Desert (or.ms a bar-
h[(.,,]‘lmr;““)".' if we esnipare all countries where
of 1ime t‘c(.i;;m] hag had s S“tu'y IUF lm-‘f 13112,.11
Cfi‘sce;ll ‘M‘ nd those L"()\)}Hl'l(\ﬂ lying like a big
COUCa\-e' {l'f‘e tip U.'..r’mmnf; at the Pyrenees, the
Meunting e rarning down b:low I}:aly, a?nd
Grece, K auuin to the Bosvhorus, fncludmg
and z‘th'a, These have hives lying horizontally,
tha[’, lboqé‘&jncra‘. rllitj‘,, worked more humianely
forms lhl;c n "1‘-‘:‘ region of lh.e scross.” I.taly
and (hé g‘\ ertiral nxis; the hives stand upright,
away al] evs are sulphured every autumn,?o take
thy bar L‘_"ax ide ht)m;y.‘ l.n SOU!].)GI'D P_uro.pe
“frame Wives are finding their way with

Breat difficulty,

"311)‘1:.;1:‘},30‘")1 of France the bee-keepers (or,
thie are € k‘el'»c:)s of I-;)ees, for there are n?ns
and (;ne :;e‘“ ‘?I’If‘ul': uristi) ‘possess hetwee'n five
Squate 1 undred hives, which t!mey keep in long
broad 0;‘85 ab\.uf, Lhr(?e fect.blgh and one fc?l
the bt;tio hc tep is nailed Wlt}la board, while
rock of S'm Is U{)en, and put simply on & flat
it ot ;n‘t:.' the uneveness of which fom.ls
ollow ¢ 3’”1-{ b les.. So.me are also kept in
top, oq ]et“ tr:‘llks with big flat stonfes on the
dowr ‘a'nll1 tnchined plane .fcr the rain to run
keep) ,ﬁw( ! ‘.”‘ the same time, by its welgh.t to
Genera] nve from  falling in .case of wind.
5]"31&‘1: tl{ they Place them against a wa!l to
Tney ox em against the north and west winds.

It Pose them (o the south and east.
(hOS;Sl?i:'f‘.')’ Cllr.ious sight to. see a numbe‘r ot
as a flag r;i’]S‘aﬂdmg u;?rlght a1d irregular, just
in treoked :‘ _— bf? right or left_ up or down,
Confess 1}, ‘l‘lflki?', with hL.vge stongs ontop. I'
borders Ofe :l“fﬂ'xe's away in Pa!caifme or on the
e Atlas I 1e I\Tlle,.or in the wild recesses of
such 5 g ountains in Algeria, do not present
as does suogvel &nd' altf)p,ethex" 's'avage aspect
where oyer ‘;f‘ apiary in a .mvnlxzed country.
ture Howy ‘mg is flourishing except apicul-
zboat the Po ten sinoe I have been wandering
neglec;r.(z‘ ] rovencal Alps, and ﬁndmg. such
others o apirie, have  pue the question t9
as well as 10 myself, “Why is apicultute

| ia Paris in 1790.

so low in such a beautiful country abounding
in fruit trees, red and white clover, thyme,
rosemary, heather, and a deal of other plants
too varied to enumerate ? They are free fromy
taxes. The only answer I invariably gct was,
“The cruel winter kills so many bees, thus dis-
couraging the farmers.” I came across an old
bee-baok, written by an “Abbe Della-rocca,” in
Syria, in the Grecian Arobipalago, and prifnted
The book is very ably written:
—or, rather, the three volumes—and it seems
that, more than a century ago, the bees were
treated here just the same as they are now;
and the desolate priest says the cause of neg-
lected apiculture in Irance is because the no-
blemen had a certain right on hee hives; and,
second, when the farmer could no% pay the
heavy taxes asked for the treasury, the tax-
gatherers would take away his hives to fillup
the sum. Disgustel with such robhing they
finally gave up bee-keeping.  Since then the
French Revolution has put a stop to ail these
abuses; but, still, apiculture has not come to its
bloom. It was inevitatle that this discourage-
ment should then become so general that &
century bas nct sufficed wholly to wipe away
the bitter feelings that have 8o fast taken root
in the French country people.

The way they now work the hives is as prim.
itive as can be imagined. The swarms are
loJged in a box or trunk of a tree, as abuve dea
scriocd, and left alone. In autumn all bives
are visited and 75 per cent. are left untcuched
wfar geed” as they call it.  Theother 25 are sul=
phured, and the combs, with the honey, sold 1o
dealers who come yearly 1o buy all they can.
The 75 are the stock left to swarm the following
spring. Such hives are full of houey ard
pollen, and are capable of giving good swarims,
This part is very homane, but not very remu-
nerative to the owner. If the 75 have wintered
safely, a good stock and strong apiary fcllow
They nover (but in a very few

pext spring.
In conse-

cases) take out a part of the honey.
quence of such treatment they want no smo-
Kkers, no \ eils, and, generally speaking, no bee«
keeping utensils.  The honey and wax mer-
chants are experts in this kind of apiculture,
and take the hives destined to be sulphured to
death, and weigh them. They then deduct
the possible weight of the empty hive, and pay
for the wax and honey per pound. They
scrape out comb, honey and dead bees, and
put the whele into woolen {ubs, takirg as
much as 150 Ibs. of comb.  The hives are then:
covered, and they thus go around from cne api-
When the wagon is well lcad.

ary to another.
The comb is now broken:

ed they drive home.



