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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.
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wit .
ken }f‘r"el' so feeble and trembling an embrace,

9w its hold. In Him there is pardon for

lhiest: Stren

a ¢y

nstra; .
Strain those wretched sinners among cur-

ror 00 have never yet been shaken by his ter-
s the ltened by his mercies, to take refuge io
ted fue ark of our covenant! Krom being

Ot evil-doers™ *“and children of wrath,”
become ““ a holy seced” and * heirs of
in dig, And, in that tremendous day, when the
olving in floods of fire, they shall be found
® feach of the ** overflowing scourge,” for!
*It Redeemer will ** set them up on high,”
®ir everlasting habitation.

———

From the Evangelical Magazine.

THE SHOWER,

‘on the way to Zion.’

| She pressed bis hand.

short pause, I hope and think is willin
flesh is weak.’

¢ Cling the clnser, my friend, on that account, to:
Him, who has Limself experienced the weakness of
humanity ; and is thus ensbled the more tenderly to
sympathize with those who feel the pressure of its
many infirmities. Surely hehath borne our griefs|
and carried our sforrows; and though now exalted
above all principalities and powers, he retains our
ouman nature in union with his own.’

The conver:a‘ion was now interrupted for a time
by a paroxysm of her disorder. As it subsided, she
remarked, ¢ Thst pain is severe, but 1 bless God that
he gives me patience and resignstion to his will.’

¢ Bless him, too, my friend, that you can say, ss

o
-]

, but the

ne “afternoon in September, when a phy-

isiﬁmburgh left home on foot, for the pur-

8¢ of those members of the medical profes-

";ho: haYing tasted and felt that the Loed is,
* 3T anxious, as oj portunity occurs, to bene-

mation
" 50

der

0£0r 3 little cottage by the way side. In this
Poverty the most perfect neetness prevailed,

) w: wiadow to watch the termination of the
en one or two moans #s of a person in

. Previously escaped his notice. — Humanity
ith a stij| better feeling, induced him, to ap-

» and he beheld on it the emaciated body

€en, as he was told upon inquiry, very

1 ) nder ¢, Hicti
| k'%,,al‘e e rod of affliction.
3 N .;3 b‘t l

ill,” said be, very ill, I perceive, in
tré®t you know something of the con-
nt g‘wspel which canr make even a sick
e?

:éle replied, ‘Iam ill;
en
of

I:o ) but it is the hand
beg,’ 2 let him do what seemeth bim good.
8iXteen years in this situation, but I csn
My dear Saviour, that he is all my sul-
8ll my desire.’
od, then,’said the physician, ¢ and take
@ assured that your light sffliction, which
Moment, shall, by the goed and gracious
ly Spirit, work out for you a far more
d eternal weight of glory. Sixteen years
n:“‘ent sud suffering may indeed seem long
¥, bul hereafter it will appear as nothing
Otbed in an eternity of bliss.’
fQ:‘»_replied the invalid, ¢ [ desire to feel as-
hi like the apostle, [ reckon that the suffer-
S Present time are not worthy to be com-
the glory which skall be revealed.’
Ave no doubt,” said the physician, © that
Tings you fresh proofs that your God and
1s faithfulness itself; and that every want
» Whether temporal or spiritual.’
she said, and her eyes glistened as she
lo":y God has proved himself a present help
ide touble.. Kind friends have been raised up
e food and medicine, and what [ yslue
either, to speak to me about my soul.
ree days, indeed, 1 have been almost
1 was beginning to long for some Chris-
"ation when you entered the house.”
8 too,” observed her visitor, ¢ mark the
You lenged for
a Christian friend, and you see how he
b it about, Had not that shower fallen,
hay, Overtaken me a little earlier, or a little
% v 1t did, Ishould not now have been con-
“ith yoy.

Gud for that shower,’ said the invalid,

With

e

of
Jught

! t00,” rejoined the physician; ¢ for I rejoice

N2 a patient at some distance from town.]

essed be God, they are increasisy in!bright beams of the declining sun now shot across

S_as well as the bodies of their fellows|
He bad not quite reached the place of]
» when he was overtaken by a showeri rance !
eavy and unexpected, that-he soughtjintotbe everlastiog kingdom of our Lord and Saviour

the irst roof that presented itself, which|Jesus Christ?’

cled his attention to a concealed bed,!sitor resumed his walk with an elevation of soul and

a good mau once ssid in similar circumstances, ¢ |
‘have pain, but it is rot everlasting; 1 am tormented,
ibut not in this flame.”’ ,

The rain bsd been gradvally dimioisbing, and the

the litile apartment. The stranger rose to depart.
"¢ You will pray with me, I hope, sir, before you go.’
¢ And for what blessings, my friend?’ '

¢ That my sins may be forgiven’—

¢ And an entrance ministered unto you abundantly

She clasped his hands in hers.  The physician
prayad; and [e, who has said that wherever two or
three are met together in His name, there he will be
io the midst of them, was faithful to his promise; for
the invalid was comforted and refreshed, and her vi-

of spirit, which constrained him to say, * Blessed are
tbe people that know the joyful sound; yea, blessed
are the people whose God is the Lord.’

From the New-Hampshire Repository.

ON ANSWERS T0 PRAYER.

Ia answer to the inquiry, ¢ In what way is prayer
‘answered?’ it may be sufficient to say, that God be-
stows the very blessing asked, or sometbing, which,
‘in the view of the suppliant, is a fuil equivalent.
l'!’he promise is— ‘He will fulfil the desires of them
that fear Lim.” But every accepta®le prayer is offer-
ed with an ultimate reference to the divine will, The
heart of the petitioner resigns itself to God’s good
pleasure. The Bible does r.ot require him to believe
that a particular blessing wiil be bestowed at the
time, and in the manner which bis ignorance or his
wants might dictate. He feels that God knows what
is best; that if the favour which he desires at any
time will conduce to his spiritval good, be will re-
ceive it—if nat, that he will obtzin some other bless-
ing which will be a full equivalent for that withbheld.

This view of the subject accords. with Scripture and
with facts. With Scripture, because, though some
of its promises are unlinited, and seem to warrant
the belief that the specific blessing sought for will be
bestowed; yet they show with what restriction and
what spirit every petition should be c{ered. It a-
grees with fact: for many a bumble believer, consci-
ous of breatbing out sincere desires for specific bles-
sings, has received an answer in a mann:r entirely
unexpected, yet so as to make him feel that the
blessings conferred are fully equivalent to those de-
sired.-

1 have heard the vsice of prayer risicg from the
closet of a broken-kearted penitent. It was inter-
rupted often by groaning which could not be uttered.
¢ O Lord, lift thou up en my soul the light of thy
countenance. My soul is csst down within ne; my
heart f{aileth, Restore urto me the joy ofthy sslva-
tion.”- I heard that voice in the morning ; it wos re-
iterated at noon-day, and in the evening.. Day after
day § hesrd it, and every time more deep, more
solemn, more fervent. From the same closet I heard

the abundance of the mercy that could pour light
and joy into a soul so unworiby, and so sinful,
1 have seen a-nidoyed mother weeping and kneel-

;the other.

: "'er S— ) ; I ; - . S ——

" ‘hou.hsba." the hand, which clasps about the Saviour, to meet, even on a sick-bed, with a fellow-traveller ing by the death-bed of her only son, I heard her
{plead th:t he might be rpared, to be the support of

¢ A traveller to Zion,” her declining years, for the sake of Jesus, to whose

gtk for the weakest, grace for thejsaid she, after a moment’s pause; ¢ O that I could cuuse she had dedicated bim. But that petition was

Te for the most diseased in soul, and com- always keep in view thst glerious termination of my!not answered.

8 most afflicted in spirit. Oh! that God journey.” ¢ 'The spirit,’ she added, after another, his eyes io death; and then she kneeled down by his

A few days afterwards, she closed

bed-side, and, in the unruffled aceents of resignation,
said, ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken a-
way ; blessed be the name of the Lord.’

This view of prayer guards against the extreme of
presumption on the one hand, and of indifference on
We meintain that it isa general principle
in God’s moral kingdom, that the prayersof bispeo-
ple shall be answered; that every holy desire which
they breathe forth, shall be the means of procuring
some blessing. If the prayer be for the increase of
boliness in their own bearts, holiness will be increas-
ed; iffor a temporal blessing, or the conversion of
ac individual, that prayer will be answered by the
bestowal of the favour sought, or by inducing a state
of moral feeling which will find a full equivalent in
the purer contemplation of the divine glory.

ANTIQUITY OF THE PROTESTANT RULE OF FAITH.

By Rev. T. H. Horne. -

Let us advert to the sacramental rites' of the Pro-
testant Cburches generally, and of our own Church
in particular: they are two in number, viz. Baptism
and the Supper of the Lord, ' :

It was reserved for the dark ages, more than twelve
centuries afier the time of Jesus Christ, to enlarge the
the pumber of the Sacraments: nor, until the fifteenth
century, did papal arrogance venture or presume to
defioe them to be seven innumber. Bhp_tiam instead
of being metamorphosed into a charm, is. with us
administered simply, according to Chiist’s. holy in-
stitution, with water, in the name of the Fatlier, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. (Matt. xxviii
19.) -Acd in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Suprer,
the duly suthorised ministers of the Church conse-
crated bread and wine, which the Lord hath ‘com-
manded to be received: and they distributed both to
all the communicants,  Although, theréfore, Lhese
two Sacraments, which were instituted by Christ him-
self, have subsisted only eighteen hundred years, and
are different from those observed by the ancient Jews,
yet a mutual relation exists between them, The object
of both is the same. The ceremonies and mysteries
of the Mosaic Dispensation respected the Messiah who
was to come : those of the Gospel dispensation repre-
sent him as baving already come.- The former sha-
dowed out of the truth which was promised: the lat-
ter shew the truth actually filfilled. Under edch dis-
pensation we bebold one God as ils sufbor; one only
Mediator; one only means of redemptios; one faith
one sole object of worship; one and the same pure
and mersl code.  Although, in the lapse-of ages,
merely esternsl ceremounies have necessarily been
changed, yet our faith remains the sume: and though’
believers in former ages, and we who live under the
Gospel Dispensation, have not come into existerce
st the same time, yet ere we irradiated wi'h thia-
same light but in different degrees. The advantage
however, is irfinitely in our faveur':” for we possess
that which is ardently expectcd; we bavethé good things
that were promised and foretold, of which they had
only the shadow. We lave the body and substance
of that, of which they had only the figure cr type: -
butit Las ever beea the same Religion in principle, .

. , ¢ ;though now more spiritval-and more clearly unfolded
ancther voice, even the voice of thanksgiving for! : !

than it wss under the Patriarchal and Mosaicsl Dis--
persations.  Nor has this pure ¢nd holy religion,
wlich commenced with the infancy of the world, at




