ety

'W'unsb oﬂondmg one-
of ‘these: littlé. ones.

Do wo often
énough. pausoc” to:
“thinnle how much lhe
children aro to us.
How Tniny wen :md
wonmen, sadderied and’
- premaf Lucly dged by -
long. ~years of “toil >
liwv e their facos: .
b"lqlxtencd and their .
heavts ‘lightened by -
conhcb wuh onec of.
‘them. " L&oking
dow into onezof
-4hese sweet, inno-
cent fiuces our heavts
oxpand and grow
more geuerous, we
are dravn oub of
ourselves and nearer .
to God. Thank God
for the listle ones,
and may we, through
this year to™. ‘come, -
know moro and inore
that if  wedzwould
grow like to Tesus we
must grow in very
deed like little chil-
dren, ns pure in heart
as they Dbefore they
become tarnished by
contact with the sin
of their elders; as
absolutely a-s they
trust in us so must
wo trust in God.

. ‘——.-—-

SIMPLT BUT NO’I.‘
= GENER()US

BY F. E. 1. RAYMOND,

If tho scriptures
can guide our living
can they nol as easily
and wisely rule our
‘giving? Why is not B
the Bible’s simple
plan of benefaction
thebest? Charity is S
to- day the same duty it has ever been.

Jertainly, it would do away with yards
and yards of **red tape,” and years of use-
less toil.. I know one family- who follow
it,’ and the system works as admu‘ubly
with them iri this ‘* progressive” century
as it did’ with those other children of God
for whom it wasg originally conceived.

In this home of which I spenk, o0 &
closet shelf there is placed & small casket,
marked in p]um, honest script, “The
‘Lord’s Box."”

Whatever income - this housshold re-
ceives, is always ¢ tithed,” axid first. of all,
the Lord has his purtion. I wondered
how, Knowing my: friend’s circumstances
tobe far from affluent, this could always
-be nmmtamed

8l n hundred dollirs

Bevrudgo 1!;’1 Wo! only wmh‘

larger. - It is. ) habit, . I any-:
thmg comes to us, tho ‘reckoning is almost
simoltaneousswith t i

asmore bhnn nitiety ;. the other ten wo hav,
naught to do With except to spend it wise
G Tneregvo, do -often fcel perplexed
Wo are anxious to do;with’it just what- ‘he
who owns 1t would linveus,. and, some:

‘times, T. fenr, W0, make. mistakes, :but our

‘infention is, in some way or: obher' to gwe
it dxrect:ly to, bhe poor‘ :

I know some of the socxetles. of wluch
our town has its quota, consider" us nig-
gordly -and uncharitable, and am’ truly
sorry. for it.. But what are we to. do?
Their objects do not alwnys commend
themselves to our judgmentas truo ¢ chari-

ty,’ and so I dare not. appropriate the:

Lord's money to them. Of our own, you
see, we have little to spare.”

““And when you come into closo places
yourself, néeding money badly, and there
happensto be some in the *Box,’ don’t
you ever feel tempted to borrow, and re-
place it later

The cblor flashed into my fnend’s cheek
asshe replied, ** Never! the Evil One finds
plenty of corners to creep in and hlde, but
he hasn't found that one yet " . -

-%* WHO KNOWS “THE mouan‘ms or A cHILD T

| tenths,

inew her well, and I wanted- to test hhe
practical” nctual fact By ‘every sugqestlon
‘ofip fault in the syscem.

nd now I want to tell you a, curious
My own purse 13, nor m.zlly, empty ;
it dittlo * Bot rarely is.. Not long agol
had occasion to usé.all that was in. 1t; fora
irpose ‘we could not doubt. would be ap-
proved of-God, Itmadous feel wretchedly

dor ! 'Not having anything: *on hand’

§selvee, wai no matier, that condition
b ng chronic ;- but to-have not a'penny in
Lord's purse, that wasstrange and sad !
Ve began'to quest.xon 1f we had done n"hb

to quito empty it. Well, within twenty-
four hours, Ireceived wmoney from an un-
locked for source, and when the tenth had
been put in its place, we all felt relieved
indeed. It would have been a trial, had a
need arisen to draw upon that blessed
fund, and nothing there.”

*Tt seems a very simple and a very
generous plan. , I only fear few follow it.”

.*“The more pity, then ; but don’t mis-
take. 1Ibt.is mot generous, it is only just
payment of just debt. When we aim to be
generous we give out of our own nine-
Can’t I make you understand that
we have never considered this small portion
ours? It is God’s,- from the beginning
absolutely ; and how could one. be liberal

I was. Tl ashamed mybquestmn‘ yet{

She wenb on;

to “eall’ 1(; sxmple, nnd oh, 50- s:wmv of
worry «and- self—reprunch' 1mpllcxty, in

restful it is | Why can’t more men and

women _pmctise it- 9
, CITLASTS. .
The - peculmntv of Clmstmmty Js the

strong personal tie of reallove and i mlmmcy

this man 'who died nincteen: hundred,) enrs
ago.  We lock back into the waste of anti-

we might reverence, the great teachers
from whom we have learned, and to whom;

with what is ancther's? But you aro right

after a fas]uon, we aregrateful, But what
- - aggulf there is be-
twwn us and the
Dbest and noblest of
“them. :But here isa
: : ,deacl ‘man who to-day
o is the object of pas-
sionate  attachment
and a love dcecper
_than life to miliions
of people, and wil
- bo.to the end of time.
There is nothing in
-tho whole ]ustory of
- the world. the least
likethatstrangebond
which ties you -and
e to Chist, and the
paradox of tho apog:
tle remains a uniquo
fact in the experi-
ence of humanity
“JesusChrist, whom,
lnvm« not seeu, ye
love.”  We stroteh
our hands across the
waste; © silent cen-
turies, - and there,
- amid the mist of ob-
livion, t]l)c]u.mn(r
round all other
. figures in the past,
we.touel the warm,
_throbbing - heart. of
ous fuend who lives
forever, and forevex;
Wo]

mmus.tfter thewords
fell on the nightly
~air .on the road to
: (_u,_ths_em ane, havo
them coming direet
to .our -hearts. ' A
perpetual bond unites
men with Christ to-
day ; and for us, as
tru]y as in that long
past Paschal mrrht;
it is true; “Yo are
my { riends.” :
. There are no limi-
_tations in  that
Afriendship, no iis-
construction in that
heart, mo' alienation
possible, no change
to be feared. W hy
should I be soht-uy
if Jesus Christ is my
friend ¢ Why should
I fear if he walks by
my eide? Why
-should anything be
burdensomeif helays
it upon me and helps
me tobearit? What
is there in life that
cannot be faced and
borne—aye, and con.’
quered—if we have
him, as we all may
have him, for the
friend and the home
of our hearts.—D». Maclaren.

—_————
ITS TRUE FUNCTION.

Our Bible teacher says the fnllowmg on

n very important subject : ¢ The time has
fully come when the Sunday school should
cease to be thought of simply as a nursery
for children. It has a higher function to
fulfill, & broader service to render. Its
true office is that of the Bible school of
the church. - Into this Bible school the
entire church should be gathered. Tho
idea that children must be instructed
in ' the Bible. and adults excused is a
preposterous one. How: such a heresy
ever camo to beso deeply rooted is difficult
to conprehend.”

LA

faith,.in alms, in- daily life, how good and-

~Christian at* Work, -

which will bind men to the ¢nd of tino ty-

quity, the mighty names rise thero thab |
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