
N H E M'E S C E N GE R.

SIMPLE B.UT NOT
-- ÑE' 1E'OUS.

nY F. E. n. liAYMOND.

If the scriptures
can guide our living
can they n.oL as easPy
and ivisely rulo our
giving? Why is not
the Bible's simple
plan of beniefaction
the best? Charity is
to-day the sane duty it lias over been.

oertainly. it would do away withî yards
and yards- of "red tape," and years of use-
less toil. I know cne family. who follow
it,, and the system works as adnirably
with themn ili this " progressive" century
as it did vith thoso other children of God
for whom it was originally conceived.

In this home of which I speak,.on a
closet alielf there is placed a small casket,
narked in plain, honest script, "The

Lord's Box."
Wlatever income this houselold re..

ceives, la always "tithed," arid first. of all,
the Lord ha% his portion. I wondered
how, knowing my friend's circumàtances
te be far from affluent, this could always
be naintained.

-" WIIO KNOW -TIE THOUGHTS or A CHILDI

"I know somle of the societies, of which
our town lias its quota, consider -us nig-
gardly and uncharitable, and am' truly
sorry for it. But what are wo to do?
Their objects do not always commend
themselves to our judguient as truo ' chari-
ty,' and so Iduare not appi-opriato the
Lord's .money to them. .Of our own, you
sec, we have little to spare."

"And when you coue into close places
yourself, néeding money badly, and there
happens to be saine in the 'Box,' don't
you ever feel tempted to borrow, and re-
place it later ?"
1 The cblor fiashed into ny friend's cheek,
as she replied; "Never! the Evil One finds
plenty of corners to creep in and bide, but
lie hasn't found that one yeb 1"

to quito enipty it. Well, within twenty-
four hours, I received amoney from an un-
loked for source, and whien the tenth hîad
been put in its place, we all felt relieved
indeed. It would have been a trial, hîad a
need arisen ta draw upon that blessed
fund, and nothing there."

"It seems a very simple and a very
generous plan. I only fear few follow it."
. :'.' The more pity, then ; but don't mis-
take. It. is not generous, it is only just
paynent of just debt. When we aii to be
generous ve give out of our own nine-
tenths. Can't I make you understand that
we have never considered this small portion
ours ? It is God's, from the beginning
absolutely ; and how could one. be liberal
with what is another's? But you are right

frien. 7. Why shuld -
I fear if lue walks by
my Eide? ~ Why
should anything -be
burdensoie if hielays

it upol me and h elps
me tobearit? ·Whîat
is there in life that
cannlotlbe faced and
bornîo-aye, aid con.
quered-if ve have
him, as we all may
have hiiî, for the
friend and the home

of our hearts.-Dr. 3Maclaren.

ITS TRUE FUNCTION.

Our Bible teacher says the following on
a very iiiportant subject: " The time lias
fully coie when the sunday school should
cease to le thoiught of simply as a nursery
'for children. .I lias a highier function te
fulfill, a broader service to render. Its
truc office is that cf the Bible selhool of
the church. - Into this Bible school the
entire church should be gathered. The
idea that children must bc instructed
in ' the Bible and adults excused is a
preposterous one. How. sucli a heresy
ever came ta be so deeplyrooted is difficult
to coiprehend.

HO rKNO TU THOUGTS Whyidt house-mther, " e ù was.lialf ashamed.at my question, yet to call it simple, and, oh, so saving of
Au .OILD?' e.h n i more thian~ e' eher well and I wanted. test the worry «and self;žeproach ! Simplicity,

ki. .. ,nie.Uic iii r'we" nî lÉ'cier nta tatl *eey f
.Yh ai t seénjust.tÌis ooôk•sme should fe i nihbo purse, actical actual fae6 by ievery suggestion faith,.in alms, in daily-life, how good and

Bbady face the <usti"nt'niy'on Begrudit wo sisitie tenth was o fault in the system.U.She vent on restf.ul it is 1 Why.can't more ien and
"deingae ' t ohigîse forthe frst larger. It i .grown m no a,. habit.. If any b litly :-womnc practise itu?"-Christa at Work.
.til o And'hothat.seesltinlook does tgg comes to us tho reckonig is almost ' And now I want to tell you a. curious
,not.loni to sína thochxld tölibreast.; simultaneous uvith ie r'eàeipt. If it is tln. My own purse is, norailly, empty'; IT IASTS
and away thai srz«isioolaadkis a hm dred dollars we never think'of j t.1'ilittle Box' rarely is. Notlongaugol The peculiarity of Christianity a the
the Ônloebci agaîni t tîòcerious as m'oro than nmety ; the other tenvoh h 1nd occasion to usé all thiat was in.it, for'a strong personaltie of reallove.and iiimcy
baby' f'co is notalways the sac one It naught ta do wh xcept to spend i ely. rpose we could not doubt. would be ap- which will binen to the end of timo to
basa char nil itvi ownfor whiclh the ".Thereivwe do often feel prplexed pved of.God. It madous feel .wretchedly this iian who died nineteen: hunldred years
brigh'tist arnile o;lbo n fàiiîxeliange. Wo are anxious to do nvitli it just wh'at he r I Not having anything' on hand' ago. We look back into the.wast of anti-

Who knows the 'oglits of hi cld?" who owns ait would save us, and sone: Ô o élves,. was no matter, that condition quity, the mighty naines rise t]lero that
But*tho answer come uickly, uñit times, fear, wo make mistakosbut aur ng chronio ;- but to have not a penny in we iniglit reverence, ·the great teachlirs

wo iot a öw li btter î1V > ö' inention is, in sorno way or ther, to give thl Lord's purse, that.wasstrange and sad ! froma whon vo.have earned, and to whoim-
to nn. jyle . e s o .. directly to the'poor. s began.1 to question if we had clone right after a fashion, we are grateful. But what

we idluiatôer b agulf thero is be-
causeof 0 itho twecn us and the
lssi babo .inBethl' best and noblest of
lieiiù? Do lys l thei. But hler isa
tako: örd ß tb 'rg, s dead man ,vho to-day

.i8 the object of pas-
sp t vitl,. thc . sionato attachmlient
childròus -, .and a love. deeper

g'i Tlht :than lie toîniliilins
bh a dvnl b bà o of people, and, vil

~ î~l o 'u'b c boto the end of timo.
hs. t o è,e There is nothing in

little bines. Ar vie the wholo h.istoryof
by our carelessness the world the least
and sellislîihcsî, 'eep- -ilk thatstrangebund
in7 liciï biitlÇrigtit which tics you and
bilk5 .'faom nür cf . me to Cliiist, an.i the
thén Ard al paradox of. the apon-
ways' uin•dful of oui tl romains a uniiquo
Saviocir's iîjiietiucn fact in the experi-
agno1lodi one c of huinanîity
of th~esc:litt ones. esusChst,whin,

I)o we f t .. having niot seen,ye
enough pau S to love." We stretch
thiilc hovr inucli the our hands across the
childront arc to us. i waste, : sileîit cen-
Ho% inw uiy men and turies, and there,

onen sadded ad aiid the nist of ob-
preniaturly ed by liv ion, thic kelning

long. yoars f toil rouin al o.t ler
i t'icer f'ac os figures li the past,

h'lghtencd and'hir we t'ouch' the warni,
hearts lihtened by throbbing heart. of
contact ivth one of Ous friend, who lives
thein. L o k i n g forever, and forever
don into :one of nisîear us. NMo bore,
4hose awoot·n i n6 ó nea rly:sty.inlleni
cent faces our hearta , n imafter thewords
oxpand and grow fell an the nîightly
more go:îerous, wve air .on the road to
are drawnî out of Gethsemane, havo
ourselves and nearer theim coming direct
to God. Thank God to Our heurts. , A
for th litt4e enes, perpetualbondumtes
and imay ire, tirough men wi'lî Christ to-
his year t" com, . day ; and for us, as

know more and more truly as in that long
tit if wetwivôuld past Paschal niglit,
grow liko to Je'uswive it is true; "Yo are
inust grow in very my friends."
deed like ittie chil- Tiere are no tmi-
dren, as pure in heart tations in that
as tley before they friendship, no .mis-
become tariuhiec by conîstruction in that
contact with te .sin heart, -no alienation

of theoir* elders ; as possible, nc change
absolutely a.s .hey t. be fearec. Wiy
trust in us so inust should I bc solitary
wo trust in God. if Jeas Christ is iy


