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THE EGYPTIAN LOTUS.

E forgot their nutive land, theiv puternal quently depicted as reclining onthe bosom
“The lotus blooms below the barren peak: hearths, awd sank into a happy state of  of the stream. From his navel issues a col-
The Jotus blows by every winding creck: ith*ci\my listlessness. ! osssal lotus plant, and from the lotus plant
A ey the i bt Lo s loverions | AT RSO S0 St Mot privgs Brahuna, tho creator of the world
Round and round the spicy downs the yellow lotus- | Some  naturalists suppose this charmful | Lakshini, the Indian Venus or goddess of

dust i blown. frait to be the African jujube; hub the  besuty, is surnamed the lotus-born, and
Let us swear an oath, and keep it withan c:‘wal mind. l]lom evic epithet, *nurse of  blossom” the divinity who find an asylum in the
In the hallow lotus-land to live and hie reclined I f‘ ’ s . ll tus
On the hills like gods togeth Jgss of manki ..-’sccms rather to refer to a shining flower, ‘otus. - N
TrxsvsoN. (such as the Nymphwnce.  If there were, The Egyptian lotus, or water-lily, was
Under ilic name of Lotus (Greek, Awfcx) truth in the legend, how many languid , ealled by the Egyptians shnin or seshin, and
the ancients included various plants, mostly spirits would gladly partake of a voot the Arabs  designate- it beshnin, which is

Delonging to the natural order Nymplivace, which could lull them into forgetfuluess of Jjust the Egyptian or Coptic name the defin-
and growing in Indix and Egypt. theis dutics and responsibilitics ! ite article prefixed, It spreads its broad

The genus which they scem to have had ' Tpe Egyptians nade the lotus, in allusion " white flower on the wave of the Nile and
chiefly in view is the Nelum- > its tributary rivulets, while
biin speciosum, or Neltumbo, the root is eaten by the peo-
which is undoubtedly onc of ple who inhabit the borders
the beauties of the vegetable(Se of Lake Menzalah. The

“kingdom, and which flour-§ streams and water-courses
ishes’ spontancously in the near Damietta, are white
still Jukes and calm waters with this shining blossom,
of the Tropics.  “hisplant, which rises fully two feet
which presents a large cor- above the water. at was the
olla, tinted with rose and rose of the ancient and mys-.
white, was anciently \'crygz terious Egypt; it was and
common in Egypt, but hasSy — is the favourite Epyptian
almost wholly disappeared flower, which the women
a consequenrce, it is said, of 2% love to weave in their gar-
the frequent inundations of fg’ ,lands, and bind around their
the Nile, which have troub- »&‘_ dusky brows. In works of
led the tranquility of its i) fart, such as thc prows of
watery lbome, and of too% % 7 boats, and the capitals of
frequent alternations of ex 0""& ¢l a3 columns, 1t is a constantly
cesgiv e dryucss and hami ; grccm-rnxg ornament.

P In Southern India the red

ty. Its rhizom.s, or under
ground stems, furnished the otus 18 frequently met with.
= 1he fable runs, that when

Egyptians with alnmdant TR
sustenance, easily procored. 2508 > S - Ramadeva (or Cupid) who
Diodorus Sicnlus.  an ok 50 “: e woundeil Siva with his ar-
writer, seems to allude to '{"" = : S\ P row, the bloud of the lntt;cr
this plant under the name dropped upon the lily, apd
of Aroatis, nnd the Romans changed 1ts hue for ever-
called it the Egyptian bean more. The flower is larger
Yaba Agyptiaca). Its cclebrity reached the ' to its aquatic unture and wwde, of repro- | than that of the white water-lily, and Mrs.
carsof the Grecks, who iinmediately exercis- | ductivn, their symbol of fertility and life, | Graham pronounces it ¢ the most lovely of
ed upon it their fertile fancy; ana thusarosc  and in their religious rites it played an im- jall the nymphaeas.”
tho myth of the Lotophagi, or lotuscaters, portant part. Their god Horus, the diviney  More, in his «Lalla Rookh,” hus added
whicl: Homer has enshrined in the Odyssey. | child, persvnification of the rising: sun, was janotuer to the many poctical associations of
They were, in sober veality, n peaceful and  represented by a lotus springing from the | this enchianted plant in a charming passage,
kindly natured people, inhabiting a district ) depth of the waters, and the wreath which ; where he speaks of Cupid, or Love—
of Cyrenaict, on the north coast of Africa, decorated his hreast was composed of they 4s bards liave seen tim in_their dreams
own the blue Ganges laughing glide

and living, toa great extent, on'the fruit of | flowers and buds of the same plant. t Upon a rosy_ lotus wreath,
Calcg:iun new' lustre from the tide

;,he lo.f':‘s’ ;;“;‘ . wn;? \\'rl;x:l;]thc{; cx}t{mcbc;l The same idea ig eurrent nmong tne Hin- ! That with his image shone begeath.”
rom 7 b accorcing e Oreek POk 1 qug who desigoate the Nelumbo under the, This is the Nelumbo, or Nelumb

;v.}"m Uly; sges visit:c(l T,hcm in th: course F | e of Padma, and take it to bo their em- |, apeciosum. In Cashmere and Persia flourishes:
1B vm\tlerfngs over sea and land, his com- | Blem of life nnd reproduction. The beanty | the blne lotus or blue water-lily, and the.
Davions eating of of tho flower has led to their associating it I cye of the traveller rests with delight onits

“ hanted 3 1 7 2
N ude?;'ixclﬁl;:;r a:f«‘iei‘?uit." |mth many of their gods. Vishuu is fre. | starry blossoms



