THE CATHOLIC.

Fuchavistor of some other mystery,they did it in
vhscure amd cnigmatical terms.”

Bat how then,you wil ask me,did the faithful come
v theknowledge of them? & what werethe wccasions
- which the bishops openly explained to them the
doctrane of the mysteries? When  the catechu-
.ens kad been sufficiently proved and appeared
worthy to reecive baptism, the favour ol which
they preserved in soliciting, for it+was only confer-
sed npn those who asked for it, they were  collec-

- +d together at the baptismal font, on the cve  of]

[laster ur Pentecost, solemn and splendid  nights,
seuerally set apart for the regeneration of adults.
¥t was here, before their immersion i the sacred
wacer, that the bishop explained to them openly
a1 fully the necessity and the eflects of the first of]
12 sacraments.  On coming outof the baptismal
waters, they were conducted, clothed [in a white
‘obe, to the assembled fithiul, whose number they
were from henceforth 1o angment ¢ the bispop then
weending the pulpit, and drawing away the veil
ik olf then had concealed he mysteries from
“ian, bronght them to light before the neophytes;
-l the insteuctions, upon the institution, upon the
sature and effeets of'the Eucharist, upon the senti-
nents of lively faith of piety and Tove which the
pactieipation of tirese august mysteries required of}
rhem, were costinued every dayof the first week:
Sichwas the general practice of the Cliurches wo
* the fith age, as many monuments o’ thuse pri-
2% ve times testify and suppose.

ITowever true, and comformable this bistorical
account may be with all that we know of antiquity
1t has nevertheless been  contradicted by Protest-
tants particularly by Colvinistic teachers, ‘This I
inust not couceal framyou. They have pretended
and you will soon be struck with astonishment at. it
that this discipline of secrecy and reserve npou the
suysteries, far from coming down from theapostles
wos unknown fo the three first ages, and only dates
its origin’ from the fourth. These gentlemen have
twund it suitable and convenient enough to Fuppose
that the pagans of the three first ages were perfec-
sy acquainted with the docirine of the Chureh on
the Eucharist, in orderto display with greater
plausibility a pretended unanswerable objection
against the Catholic dogma. But what they have
wnvented against the truth has never been able and
never will be able tostand examination. The prin-
+iple they here suppose is evidently contrary to
tacts and even fo good sense.  In effect, how could
these genllemen, with theic well known sagacity
and talents, imagine, and how can tkey have the
hardihood to ettempt to persuade others that what
wasgenerally kuown during the three first ages,
« 50! all at once tu be known in the fourth ? that
ail tte bishops and all the mewbers of every chris-

110 socuty shauld then have furmed thie praject
ae] have been able to accomplish it, to remove
awzy wn aday from every thang that was not chris-
+an the belief of the Eucharist, which the day be-
i sre was unknowa w no one ? Dil ever any ane
stk uf altempling to conecal from the world what

tur centustes had been known o cor allthe eanl; 21

il

it be nfilly torattemptit, is ita less supportoblo]fizen, thint from thebirth of christianity, the jews L
folly dosupposetlist suelts thing was ever-jinder-ispicad a report theo igh the world that the christ’
tnken, und above all undertaken with success 14f%ns Ted upon thelimbs of an iipmalated babe ; from
The secrecy so veligionsly observeed in the sfourth jj'Tertullian, that from the reign of Tiberjus, these
age, demonstrates therelore from this single fact, i feasts of Atreus§ Thyesteshad been vgain corjured
that it must have been cqually abiserved in anteri-fup through hatred and detestation of the  chwigti-
or times, and up to the days of the apostles. 1t is !ans ; and in fine fromEusepius, that Simon g his
very true that the fourth aae, ahounding more- in ﬂiscipks,:Curpocmtcs; Besilides and’ Saturninge.
mouuments ofevery hind, furnishesus with many jf were the authoss of these atrocitics.  Simon, ha-
more proofs of the discipline of secrecy; than the(l vingréceived buptisin froi Philip'tlic apasile,” and
three first which wae unceasingly agitated by per-{iparticipated in the mysteries;hnd retorned th his
secutions. Prayer, and good works were then the [lart-magic and iinposturers, ahd by these calumnies
! great occupation, and they had less leisure for{worthy of unapostate, he thought without doubt,
lwriting, when cvery moment they were expectingii that he should either force the christians to renoun-
,lo be cafled finth ‘to answer for their fith and sealff ce their religious observance of scereey, or make
it with their bioad. them sink under the weight of this ‘infarous accu-
sttion.

Ifthe apostles and their disciples Ead made no
mystery of the Eucharist: if, in the three first ages,
Jews and Pagans, unbelicvers and catechumens
had known its dectrine and practice, why did the
philosophers, who wrote at that time, reprouch then
with the obscurity in whiclk they kept themsclves,
and from it pretend to justify the accusations which
tho voice ofthe whole world raised azeinst them.
1n like manner, at the enfrence ofihe thicd century

But, Sir, if the three first ages offer us fewver dir-
cct proof than the succecding one, they present in-
direct proofs, which prehups have still more weight
iand which I doubt not, will excite in you stitl more
nterest and admiration for thase herowe periods o
(chrisianity.  In fact, tell me, T pray, it the apaostles
tand their disciples had miade no mystery of the
Eucharist,if i the three first ages; jews & pagans,
unbelievers and catechumens, had krown the doc-
trine and practice of it, would people have everfl fositiys advanced, without hesitodon, “that the
d“‘""f‘cd of forgmg, with “'fn”“d w0 the 'ce!cbratson obscurily in which this religior was copcealed
of this sacranent, the atrocious cu}ummcs,of which proved the (ruth of a part of the-crimes impvted to
undoubtedly you have heard 2 Would they havell;e Why this necessity for hiding themselves and
Isucceeded 1 gaming eredit for them Jn the world concenling their worship fram the public eye, since
jin raising up all nations against the christian namellmen fear not to expose to lightwhat is fair and
'in making thesenations demand the punishmentand | og0d>  So also atthe conglusion of. {he first age

death ol the chrisuans, wlam they abhored on ac-{lor tho commiencernent of the second,Célsis, the phil-
i countfofthe crroncous nutions  they had forme U of osopher, frequently refersed to {he seérecy of the
} them, as abnminable monsters, uuworthy to see mysleries, and bitlerly attacked the affected pri-
the day ! Ferociousmen hiad intented these hor-Yeacy.of christinnity, §c.

[rors : men probably deceived bad circutated” them. If the apostles and their diseiples Had made no
;Thcy ran therefore through thg provinces of the limveiery of the Bucherist, if in the three’ first ages,
\empire, every were admomshing the world 10}l 5056 and Pagons, unbelievers and. catechumens,
| gruard against a new sect of'p ruple, who under theljng beenacquainled wilh its dectrine -and-practice,
mask of ¢xterior victues, gave themselves up, inllyintneed would thero have been-do. .pul’ christians
the seerecy of their wysteries to the most shameful f{to the {orlure, in order {o extortfram théma con-
acts of cruelty & debaushery, who slaughtered, 28} fession of the crimes imputed to thein®  And. yot
they confidently asserted, 2 new born infaut, cover-| Pliny the younger, Governor of Bithiynin, in the
ed with flour preserved the f:lood to drink o7 to dipfiaccount he gave 10 Trajon of the-Christians, says.
their Liread therein, roasted sheir palpitating victim {lon occasign of the, reports which were circulaling
then divided its limbs amang them for a repastanddlin the world about them, ““that he had on. that ac
terminated this horrid feast by casting a bit be- couat decmed it.the more necessasy to interrogaie
fore » dog, which being tied to the lamps overtur-}ion the rack, tiwo womep who were said to bave
ned and extinguished them by leaping upon its m‘mistéred intheir secret assemblies, But I found
buoty : that then men, women, fathers ond  dau-{inothing, adds fie, more than an 'ill regulated and
ghters, mothers and'sons were all confusedly afildflexcessive superstition.” Do we notknew moréova
indiscriminately jumbled together in the dark.  Do|lfrom a fragment of Irenaus, thaf, in the persecs-
not these impatations framed and accredited uponiition at Lyous, the Roman magistraies upon th
uncertain and confused notioas of the Lody nnd irrcgulax-deposilionofsomcsfa\'vp'"s',pcrb'ﬂadeﬂ thenu
blnod, of which they bad heard that the christians| colves that the christians actmally pmc’tised what
;participated, do they not Tsay, shew, on the onellwas 1aid (6 their charge, aitd enilédvoured By for
hand the ignurance universaily existing among i |iments to get an aclmowlédgment to that effect from
peopic, andon theotherthe impeuctrable scereey, )l Blandina? . But this christizi 'sTase feplied witha
observed by the christians on what was_belicved {ifrcedop full of Wisdom; #How shuﬁld‘;ﬂ‘hosc, whe
and practised among them?! Amd now, Sir,' how ﬁ‘;‘rou‘é?rpiéty'alvstajp.’ftdrh medts ollierwvise Igp"ﬁ.l
far back do you Whink these calumnies and™their{Ho eat, be-capable of doing the tliings you jinpute
bloddy consequencesnay be traced? Asfur up zsflto us? * Be pléased to obzérve this .lzgst "mstanc:;
the very time of the :xpps!cs. We fearn from Ori- ‘o concenlmentin the heroic Biandina: we shait
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