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tions to John. He mnust first sec oid Peter. Fae and withdraw
himself from bis service. 11e found him busy in ioading a sinail
vessel ivith smoked geese and kippered fish, and hie -%vas ap-
1pa-rentiy in a very greait passion. l3efore John ceuld mention bis
own matters, Peter burst into a torrent of invectives agrainst
another of bis sailors, who, hie said, bad given some information
te the Excise which liad cost Min a -whole cargo of Dutch spe-
cialties. The cuiprit wvas leaning, against a hogsbead, and w'as
listening to Peter's intempqrate words with a verv evil smile.

ci ow mucbi did ye scli yoursel' for, Sandy Beg? It took: the
son of a llieland robber like you te tell tales of a honest ian 's
cargo. It wvas an iii day whien the Scots cam te Orkney, 1 trew."'

"Slie'1l bac petter right te say tat samne 'fore lang tirnie." And
Sandy's face wvas dark with a subdued passion that Peter might
have knownl te be dangerous, but -%vhichi lie centinued to agg ravate
by contemptueus expressions regarding Scotehimen in general.

This Jobn Sabay wvas in no mood te bear; hie very soon took
offence at Peter's swee-pin g abuse, and said be wvouild relieve hin
at any rate of ene Scot. ci1He didna care te sait again wi' such a
crowd as Peter gathiered round him."

It was a very unadvised speech. Rag-on lifted it at once, and
in the wvords tbat foliewed Jobn unavoidabiy found hiinself as-
sociated with Sandy Beg, a man 'vhose character was of the
lowest erder. And he liad meant te be se temperate, and te part
with both Peter and Ragon on the best tèris possible. llow
wveak arc ail our resolutions!1 John turned away from Peter's
store censcieus that he biad given full sway to ail the irritation
and disappeintment of bis feelings, and tbat lie lîad spoken as
violentiy as either Peter, Ragon, or even the baif-brutal Sandy
lie&. Indeed, Sandy hiad said very littie; but the malignant look
with which lie regarded Peter, John couid neyer forget.

This wvas net his only annoyance. Paul Calder's boats were
ftilly manned,, and the otbers had already ieft fer Brassey's
Soulid. The Sabays were net ricli; a fewv weeks of idleness weuld
in)ake the long Orkney wintcr a dreary prospect. -Christine and
bis mother sat from morning te, night braiding straw inte the
once famous Orkney Tuscans, and bie wvent te the peat-moss te eut
a good stock of winter fuel ; but bis earnings in money were
sinail and precarieus, and lie ivas s0 anxieus that Christine's con-
stant ebeerfulncss hurt him.

Sandy Beg bad indeed said soething of an offer lie couid
imiake "iif shentiemans wanted goot wrages lvi' ta chance of a lucky
bit for themsei's; foive, kuineas ta month an' ta affsets. Oigb!1
oigh 1"' But John had met the offer with sucb scorn and anger
that Sandy had thought it -%vorth white to bestow eue of lis most
wicked looks upon bim. The fact *~as, Sandy feit haîf grateful
te John for bis apparent partisanship, and John indignantiy
resented any' disposition te put himi in the same boat with a man
,,e generaily suspected and disliked.

"iIt might be a corne down," lie said, "for a gude sailor an'


