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bad 07cr been any secCret botween us8. I
gave lier a cheque,and I nover thought any
more of tho niatter. It Miiy have na-
thing to, do with wiiat came ititerWard8,

but 1 thougltit I only riglit to mention

'Well, 1 told you just now that theiti
tg a cottage flot far I romn Our bouse. LThe
le juot a field between uso, but ta reacli
it; yott have ta go along the rond and thon

turn down a lane. Just he-Yond it ie a
niee littie grove ci Scotch f ira, and 1 se
to lie very fond ot igtroiling down thore,

for trcse are alwaya naighhbourly kinds of
thinga. The cottage had licou standing
empty thh; ciglit months, and it watt a

pity, for it was a pretty tivo-storied pince,
with an old-faeh:oited porcli and honey-

suckie Chout: it. I have etoed miauy a

tirne and thonghit what a tieat littie
liornci3eft it would make.

" Well, laet Miouday evening 1 wae tak--

iîîg a etroil down that way whcu 1 ne

ait t'înpty van coming up the lmue, and

teaw a pile of carpetu and things iying

about on the grasplot beaide the porch.

It wat' cloar that the cottage liad at

lest beon let. 1 waikod puet it, anti then

stopping, as an 1dbe nan miglit, 1 ran My

eye over it, and wondered wbat sort oi

foll- they '%erc who bad corne to live sEo

fleur us. And ne 1 lootred 1 suddenly

becamne awnre that a face was watching

tue out of ane of the upper Windows.
I don't know what theru witis about

that face, Mr. Haimes, but it seemcd ta

send a chili riglit down my back. I wag

saoine littIe way oit, eo that 1 coula not

mitke out the fenture.3, buit there was some-

thing unnaturai aud inbtu'.an about the

face. That was the inîptifoion 1 ha,

and I moved quickiy for'tnrds ta get a

noarer view of the persou wvho wne wateh-

ing me. But w. 1 did so te face *;ud-

deniy disappcared, go euddeniy thaté it

secmcd to have been piucked nway into

tho darkncss of the room. 1 rtood for f ive

minutes thinking the business Over. and

trying ta analyze xny impressions, 1 could

neot tell if the face wvas tlint of a man' or

a womnan. It hnd been tou fer f rom me

for that. But its colour wns what had

impresscd me most. It wats 01 il Iivid,

dcad yellow, and wi'th. soxacthiug set and

rigid about lt, wiîich -,as ehockiugiy un-

natural. Sa disturbed waq 1. that I de-

termined ta se a little more ot th2 new

inmates of the cottage. -1 approached aînd

knockcd at the daor, which was instant-

ly opcned by a tat, gaunt wvoman, wvith

a hereli, forbidding face.

"'Wbat many you lie wnntin'? she

âïsked, in a northeru accent.

I1 amn yonr neiglhaour over yonder,l

eaid i, nodding towards My banse. 'I sce

that yon have only just movcd in, go 1
'thought tbat if I coulad ho ot Ilny beli

ta you in any--'

àyc, ivo'ii just a8k y0 Nwhcf wo -%,ant
ye,' said elie, and elhut the daor in my
face. Antîoycd nt .the ehurli8i rebut!, 1I
turnini ny back .%na walkcd homne. AUl
the ovening, thougli 1 trio.d to think of
othot' thingIs, my mind wouild eti!l
,turu ta the apparition nt the window and
the rudenes of the womau. i dretpr.nilid
ta etay nathing about the formler' ta iny
%vite, for sho is a nervuu, Iiigiiiy-4itrtnte
wonian, and 1 liad no wish flint site ýbouid
aharo tlic inpleasaiît imprsion wliich had
iteen produced tîpon mniyseif. 1 retnarkcd
tan hier, however. before I teil &,lep titat
te cottage was nowv occupied, to wh*ch

she retiirned ne :atily.

II amu liuuly an extrcmely sond
elceeper. IL bas been a stnidiig jert in
the tatniiy that nothinz cotuld ovet' wake
lite during the night ; and yet sornhow
on that partictîlir niglit, whethcr it mt'y
have been the sliit cxciteuncnt produceul
by my littie aIventîîre or uaL, T know
noL, bu', I elept uxuch more iightly thon
usuai. Nul! in my 'dreams I was dimly
conzcions that îuoiething was going on
in 'the roata. amîd gradualiy becamo awarc
fliat my wife lad dressedl hersoît and was
siippirig on ber mantie and lier bonnet.
My lips wcre parM~ ta m.urmur ontL some

eieeî>y words of surprise or renionEtrance
at thiis unitimeiy proparation, whon sud-
denly my halt-openeul cyca fell upon lier
face, iiinminated by the candie liglit, and
estonisbment hesid me dumb. Sbc wore an
expression such ast I had nover soon be-
to'.--snch as 1 shanld have thouglit lier
incapable o! nusuming. Bbc was deadiy

Paie, and breatliing fagt, glancîng furtîv.
ci,, tawards the b4d, as phe fastenrdt ber
mantie, ta sec if site had 4listtmrbed me.
I'hen. ;thimking tlint 1 wat; etili nploep,y

,'he 1s1liped iiuiseitssly train the rouît, aitd
ail inîstant Itîter I 1-çnrd at sharlp crcusking,
iliiclt coula only conte froîn the ltinge_.

of the fi-ont doo'. I ffat tmp ini bed and
î'apped tui, kiîîckics i.giiii.4t flet rail te
iake ('rtutiii titut r wva8 trîîly awake.

Tlîtn 1 took iny %vatch front uidet' the pl.
iaw. It was tbr,'o in the lllcrtliv),. Whîît
on tli. ca:th coula rny ifik he doing ot
oit t h counttry road at three iii the tiorn.
ing '?

I1 1Lad gat for about twvcîty mîintutes

iiuisig tlic tlitg over lu iny mina and
trylug ta fiiid sanie possible exptanation.
Tht' mtore 1 thotiglt the maie oxtî'aardin-
ary aiid inexplicable did if; appear. 1 was
Rtili iuzziing over iL when I heard the
door gentiy close again uînd lier footstepq
coiuing up te stairs.

I'Where in 'thc worid htave you been,
Effi l? ' 1 esked, a& shc cntered.

" Sle gave a violent strrt and a kind
of gasping cry wheît 1 spoke. aud that
cry andl utart iroublcd nme more than ail
thc t'est, for there was ýtometiiing iudescriii-
aiîiy guilty about thin. My wvife had al-
w'.aye heen a wonuan of a fî'nnk,opon nature,
and iL gave me a chili ta sec lier eiinkiug
iato lier awn roani, anai crying out and
-wincing whcn lier own hitisanud spoke to
ber.

Il'1YaU awake. Jack?'* sIc cried, with
a nervaus laugli. ' Why, ' .1 ougît thnt
ný'tiing coutd awaken you.'

'.ViAT MAY y.pti RE NWA'%Tl N ?


