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Toronto, May 8th, 1899.

The gencral condition of trade has im.
proved during the week, and there has been
more business done. The warmcr weather
has created a larger demand for summer
goods in wholesale circles, and there has been
a matked improvement in country remit-
tances, which is a good sign that more cash is
circulating in the ccuntry.

Wheat.

The wheat situation continues to be an in-
teresting one. While reports seem to indi-
cate considerable injury to winter wheat both
in Canada and the United States, it is felt in
commercial circles that there is enough
of lost year's crop in the country andn
farmees’ hands to make up for any injury to
the winter wheat crop. The world’s total
amount of wheat in sight on May Ist was
66,464,000 bushels, as compared with 63,-
423,000 on May 2ndl, 1898, Of this amount
the visible supply in Canada and the United
States on May 151 was 28,144,000 bushels, as
compared with 23,263,000 bushels a year ago
at this time. Since July 1st, 1898, the com-
mencement of the crop year, the apgregate
exports of wheat and flour trom the United
Siates to date were 196,290,581 bushels for
1598-99, as compared with 195,952,695
bushels for 1897-9S. o

Nearly all the leading markets ruled steady
carly in the week, but towards the close were
casier. At Liverpool on Friday wheat futures
closed }§d. to !4d. per cental lower, and at
Chicago for the same day they closed a cent
lower and closed at the lowest for the season.
At Montreal, though rec:ipts have been much
larger, prices have not undergone any ma-
terial change, though Manitoba was easier at
the end of the week. Wheat is easier here,
and quotations are 68 to 69c. for yed and
white north and west; goose, 65 to 66c.
north and west ; and No. 1 Manitoba hard,
S1c. at Toronto, and No. 1 northern, 77c.
Prices ate nominal. On the Toronto farmers’
market prices are about the same as Jast week.
To day’s cable reports are slightly higher.

Oats and Barley

Canadian oals continue to meet with a good
demand in Great Britain with a further slight
advance in prices. On this side there seems
to be a regular bvom on in oats. Large sales
have been made at Montreal at 363{ to 37¢.
afloat, and the market there is strong as well
as at Ontario points. It is believed that
most of the farmers have sold their oats and
the supply to come forward is small. This
market is steady at 32 to 32}4¢c. west, 37 to
38c. per bushel are the prices on the To-
ronto farmers' market.

The harley market is quiet at last week's
prices. Prices range here from 30 1o 43c.
west.  Rye is quoted here at 54c. and buck-
wheat is firm at 48c. north and 50c, east.

Peas and Corn.

The English markets for peas continue
steady, though prices are thought to ke too
high for business. The Montreal market is
firm as 744 to 75c. afloat, and peas bring from
6510 66¢c. f.0.b, Ontario points., The market
here is steady at about 65c. west in car lots.
On the Toronto farmers’ market peas are
worth 62]c. per bushel,

American corn is quoted at 41c. afloat Jaid
gown at Montreal, and at 41 to 42¢. on track

ere.

8ran and 8horts.

These are quiet at Montreal, where Ontario
bran sells for $15.50 to $17, and shorts at
$18 to $18.50 per ton.  City mills here are
selling bran at $14.50, and shorts at $15.50
f.o b. Toronto.

Clover and Timoth Seods.

There has been a good enquity at Montreal
for t mothy, red clover and Alsike during the
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week, and quotations are: Ontario timothy,
$1.75 to $2, and American, $1.25 to $1.50;
red clover, $3 75 to $4.50 ; and Alsike, $3.50
to £4.50 per bushel, as to quality. The mar-
ket here is quiet and pricesare about the same
as a week ago.  Millet and Hungarian seeds
are quoted at 60 to 75c. per bushel in round
lots.  On Toronto farmers’ market prices are
the same as given last week,

Eggs and Poultry.

The English egg markets are dull and
prices have declined 34. per 120. The first
shipment of eggs for this season was made
last week frgqm Montreal. Packers claim
that prices are too high for pickling and it is
doubtful if there will be much done, uniess
itis for the home market next winter. A
year agro the most of the eggs for pickling
purposes were bought at 9 to g¥4c. at Mon-
treal, while this year Jthey cost from 11 to
11 Y4c.,which is considered too high for profit,
as 11 is expected that pricas will be louer in
England this summer owing to larger receipts
from Russia and the continent.  Rcceipts
have been large at Montreal and values
slightly easier with still lower prices. looked
for. Quotations are 103 to 11}4c. The
market here is steady with a good demand at
11 to r2c. for (resh stock whoicsale, On
the farmers’ market eggs fetch from 11 to 13c.
per dozen.

‘The cheese and poultry markets are quiet.
At Montreal fresh killed turkeys bring 10 to
11¢.; chickens, 7 to 8c.; geese, 6c., and
ducks, 8 to gc. per 1b.; 11 {0 13¢. perlb, for
turkeys and 50 to 70c. per paic for chickens
are the wholesale prices here. On the
farmess’ market turkeys fetch 12 to 15c. per
1b. and chickens 6oc. to $1 per pair.

Potatocs.

There is still a demand at Montreal for
potatoes for Ontario points. Car lots are
quoted there at 7oc. and jobbing lots at 77 to
Soc. per bag. Cars on track are quoted here
at 75 to 8oc, per bag.  Poiatoes fetch goc. out
of store and oo the Toronto farmers’ market
So to goc. per bag.

Frult.
The general fruit market at Montreal has
been active, but apples have been quiet at 83

to $5 per barrel. Apples bring $2.50 to $4
per barrel on the Toronto farmers’ market,

Hay and 8traw.

The high prices of a fortnight ago at Mon.
tieal for bay have been well maintained
owing to fair export enquiry and light country
deliveries., Choice No. 2 has sold at country
points at $5.75 to $6, which!means $6.75to $7
per ton at Montreal. The weather in England
has been cold and backward, causing more
feed to be needed. There is a good erquiry
bere for baled hay at $7.50 to $8.50 for cars
on track and $4.50 to $5 for baled siraw,
On Toronto farmers’ market timoithy brings
$9 to $1r1; clover, $7 to €83 sheaf straw,
$7, and loose straw $4 to 35 per ton.

Cheese.

‘l'he London and Liverpool markets are
quict and the latter easier.  Stocks, however,
are not heavy, but there is a fecling in }he
trade that supplies are ample for all require-
ments, and, as prices are 105 to 12s. above
what they were at this time last year, and as
the new make will soon be on hand, buyers
do not seem inclined to take morc than they
require for immediate wants. Sales of new
cheese have been made at 48: 6d. 10 49s.
Fine Septembers are quoted at Liverpool at
52s, to §3s. The Montreal market for new
cheese is quiet but firm, with sales reported to
fill cable orders at 93 to 93¢, The quality of
the new make scems to be an improvement
on former years, Holders ol old stock are
firm for 11c. There has been quite a large
incresse in receipts of new stock, and it is ex-
pected that as receipts get larger prices will
recede, though many think differently, and
arc looking for higher prices. .

The bulk of the factories have now begun
makiog, and the early make will be larger
than cxpected. Sales on the local [cheese
markets during the week are reported at 934
to 9j§c. at the factories, though 93§ to 935c.
were the ruling bids at the markets held later
in the week. It is not likely that full grass
cheese will be made before the middle of the
month.

Butter.

The Zrade Bulletin's special London cable
of May 4th reads thus : ¢‘ The market is weak
and lower under increased supplies of the
home product, which, along with liberal
offerings of foreign, has caused a further de-
cline of 2s. per cwt. At the drop, however,
there.is a good demand.” Receipts at Mon-
treal have been more liberal, and several
cable orders for choice creamery butter are
reported filled at 164 to 16)sc. in boxes.
Sales of jobbing lots are reported at 1634 to
163{c, There is a large make going on,
and the export demand appeats to be setting
in carlier than usual, and a good season’s
shipment is expected. The lower English
cable does not seem to make exporters less
active. Western dairy is quoted at Montreal
at 1234 to 14c., and fresh rolls at 12c. per b,
Crcamery butter is steady here at 164 to 18c.
for prints and 16 to 17¢. for tubs. Receipts
of large dairy rolls are liberal and the market
casy at 1o to I2c, Choice dairy tubs and

ound Prints bring 12 to 13¢c. On the
armers’ market pound rolls bring 14 to 17¢.,
and large rolls 13 to 14¢c. perlb,
Cattle.

The cattle markets ruled steady in the early
part of the weck but towards the end there
was an casicr tendency, especially for expor-
ters, Some exporters who generally
get their supplies here are reported
buying on the Chicago’ market. They
claim that American cattle turn out better
and make more money for them in England
and as they can buy them for less money und
fret cheaper freight rates from Chicago than
they can from Toronto they prefer to do busi-
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