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lersians-who probably were included
in the ancient Assyrian Empire. IWhich
of these subdivisions, China or India,
is the oldest, it is difficult ta determine;
but that all of these nations, alcng wi
the other nations of antiquity, did cul-
tivate literature at some period of their
existence is beyond dispute.

China-Muchhas been said of the au-
tiquity, literature, and complicatedlan-
guage of China; but with what degrea
of truth it is difficult at this distant day
ta determine. Little is known of this
country previous to the reign of Confa-
cius, their first king, who lived six cen-
turies previous ta the christian era; and
little is known of bis reign beyond the
composition of their relig'ous code,
which is as3ribed to him. The mind of
the mass of the people appears ta hae
been grossly ignorant of elementary in-
struction.

India-on the other jhand, claims to
have made some proficiency in the kin-
dred sciences of aritlmetic, algebra, ge-
ometry, and astronomy-and also in
navigation and geography.

Persia and Arabia.-The lySi:tcry
of these natious seemes ta be enveloped
mn obscurity; that from the traces of ci-
vilization, and some ancient manuscripts
that have been discovered, it is asserted
that they must have possessed a know-
ledge ef some of the sciences which -were
cnltivated by theirnational neighbos-
but to what extent is unknown.

Egypt and Venetia have been claimed
as the birthplace of learning among the
heathen nations; the origination and
cultivation of astronomy, land survey-
mg, and hence geometry, along with
several departments of useful knowl-
edge have been attributed ta them; a
knowledge of these sciences have been
conveyed ta other nations.

A knowledge of astronomy formed an
important part of the education of the
ancients; the study of this subject,
along with some of the other occuit sci-
ences, seemed ta suit the state of society
which followed. 'lho lofty and sublime
natureof astronomical science only tend-
ed ta fill the mind of the ignorant with
more fabulous and irrational ideas, both
of religion and science.

The destruction of the Alexandrian
Library bas deprived the world of much
valuable information, concerning orien-
tal literature.

During the fabulous and succeeding
timaes of Grecian history, there arose a
number of men, eminent for scholastie
attainments, who exetcised a kind of
intellectual despotism over the under-
standings anti opinions of the vulgar;
their proverbial sayings were handed
down from age ta age with a sort of re.
ligious veneration; their commands
vere #beyed, and after their death di-
vine honors were in some instances paid
ta their memory.

Through the greatnumber of wise men
and philosophical sects which arose in
Greece, numerous schools of philosophy
were established throughout the land,
whicheventually extended ta and spread
over the Roman empire and the dreater
part of the civilizedworld.

Thales, the chief of the seven muses
of Greece-born 640 years before Christ
-originted the Ionic schools; and Py:-
thagerus originated the talic sect, These
sects, multiplied in number until they
formedseventeei promin ?nt bodieF, each
headed by some eminent philosopher.

The subjects principally taught were
plysicai science, logic, metaphysics and
ethies. To theso sects the world is in-
debted for many of the best works on
mathematical and other sciences. The
system of communicating instruction in
the schools of Greece appears ta have
been oral. Socrates adopted the inter-
rogative mode of communicating infor-
mation.

But as the Grecian empire beganu ta
decay, and the Roman empire become
divided, these schools lost their former
worth, and ultimately in the lapse of
time, througth political and social chan-
ges,ever conmon ta the heathen nations,
the mass of society sunk deeper and
deeper into ignorance and barbarism.

The result of our ftndings, so far. as
we bave been able ta discover truth is,
that the number who could read and
write during the first two ages of the
world were very few-the mass remain-
ing in ignorance-and those few who
possessed a knowledge of alphabetical
writing were generally employed in an
officiail capacity, and were looked upon
by the uncultivated mass as so many
oracles.

Although the nations of antiquity
were distinguebed for the magnitude of
their cities, their massive walle, elevat-


