
THlE BATTLE 0F YORK

zine outside the fort was buit of solid masonry,
with a stone wall on the lake side, and a sr-nall jetty

for unloading- boats. The roof, witli heavy beams,
was near]y level with the~ surface of the -round, and

stone steps descended into its vaults. In these were

stored five hundred barrels of gunpowder, and an

immense quantity of ammunition, shot, and sheil,
whicli had been accumiilated for the coming cam-

paign. With sncb contents the explosion could not

fail to be disastrous. In addition to General IPike,
Captain Dyon, Captain Fox, and 250 of the Ameni-

cau soldiers were wounded or killed by the far flung

explosion, together with 40 of our owu men who

had not retired in time.
That this explosion was intentional and donc by

order of General Sheaffe there is no doubt. Major
Giveus sent an orderly to warn bis family, telling
them. to seek safety as the Americans were victori-
ous, and the British being obliged to retreat, were
going to blow np the fort in the endeavour to redu-ce

for the enemy the fruits of their victory. This was a

policy quite in accord with that carried out by
Sheaff e during the remaining hours of the day.

That it was iutended, as lias been alleged, to blow
up the enemy as over a hiddeu mine, was not only
improbable but impossible. The magazine was not
inside the fort, and tliey could at no time mardi
above it. Sergeaut Marshall, who set fire to the

fuse, said af ter the event that if lie liad thouglit that
Sheaffe wished it lie Conld have given ten minutes
more port fire to the fuse. The intention was to
destroy the ammunition, and the uninteutional


