
EARI1Y HISTORY 0F DORCHESTER 13

Cornet Titus ICnapp carne at the sanie Urne as Capt. Palmer. They
went Into business together at Fort Cumnberland. Palmner afterwaras
sold out to King and reinoved to Dorchester. Palmer's Iiouse, a stonie
one, was on the northi side of Knapps. Their store Nvas between thei.

He ivas stili a young nman wlieii the Loyalists carne over (1783),
but lie appears to have been recognized at once as a man of character
and Importance. Aînong tHe first commissions issued by the tewly
or-ganized goivermînmient of Ncw Brunswick, Nvas ene to rildetnî Palmer, as
Coroner and on the first Nisi Prlus Court hield In Westmorland County
on 18th. Septeniber, 1787, w~e find hini nizikinag his first return (The
first court '«as lield at the house of Mr. James Law, Westrnurland.
Mr. Justice Ludlow îîresided. There wvere present on the bencli, James
Law, Charles Dixon, Chiristopher Harper, Robert Scott and Wimliam
Allen Esquires, Ward Chapman, afterwarcis Chief Justice acte{l ac
clerkç, and Thomas Herritt as constable. The bar '«as represented by
Messrs. Botsford, Chipinan and Hardy. Gideon Palmer, Coroner, nauGe
returni of an inquisition takzen upon the body of Geo. Murphy, cabuaully
drowned).

He was captain of the Dorchester cornipany of Militia. In those
wvarlike days, whlen an enemy niit be appreliended at any turne, ani
whien it was niecessary to be prepared for attacc, tie uijltia N«ere
drilled 15 days,, six iii the spring, six in the fall and three ln general
niuster wli took place at Sackville. Capt. Palmer drilled his nien at
Charters. It is related at ai General Muster at Dixon's Island, the offi-
cers '«ere diniîig together, whien an altercation ai-ose betweea Capt.
Palmer and Capt. Henry Cliapman, one occuipyingi-, a seat near the lmead
of the table the other niear the foot. Capt. Chapiinan in his excitienient
slionted ont to his brother officer in language more -%varlike thau par-
liarnentary: "You're a liar." Capt. Palnmer did not reply. He jumiped
up on the table, wlhere his niovernents could flot be hindered and
made a daslî at lis opponent, clearing- the table of its vîands as lie
%vent. Tlie results are not kîîown beyond hle fact tîxat Capt. Palmer
a few days afterwards paid 26 for broken dishes. iMr. Palnmer niarried
* daî:ghter of Cliristoplier Harlier; lie lef: four sons, Philip, Gideon,
Marcus, and Jcin. Phlîip Palmier %vas a leadling- J. P., and Crowin Land
Surveyor, and for years a representative in the General Assem..ibly.
Gideon became one of tlîe most successful sliip-builders and si-owIi-
era ini the Province.

AIr. Gideon Palmner Sr., lived wlien hie first carne wýitlh the Loyalists
at Green Hill, Westmorland Point, '«lichl was tlien the political centre
of the country between St. John and Halifax. Fifteen years after, '«hen
John Palmer *was borai, tlîe country had made some s]iglit progress,
but the, 'hole Province '«as tlien practically a wilderness, the few
newly formed settlernents being separated by almost interminable
forests.

First Settiers in the Province
In 17S4, the only Eng-,ili settler froni Pictou to MLiramichil was Mr.

William Hannington, '«ho that year purchased a tract of 5,000 acres at
Shediac. It '«as only 20 years previously tlîat Mr. William Davidsoni
arrived frorn tie, north of Scotland and settle-d at Miramichi, and the
next year obtained the Elin Tree grant of 100,000 acres. But it '«as
flot tîntil 1786 that a number of Loyalists and disbanded soldiers set-
t1ed there and MINr. 1'lavidson wzas enabled to start two saw mills and
two years later opened trade witli England for the sale of masts. lu
17S6. 'Mr. Solomnon Powell an American Lc.yalist froin Poughlieepsie,
settled on tHie Richibucto River, '«bere the ferocity of the Indians had
previously deterred any Englisi settlers from attenipting it. At this
period there '«ere but eight familles including Acadians between Baie
des Vents Miramicli and Baie Verte and from the entrance of tlîe
Richibucto River.

1932


