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- limitation of treatment; for it is obvious that if only

. what illustrates the country and its life in a distinctive

" way be chosen, the subjective and unlocal literature

7 must be necessarily passed over, entraining the omission

3 of most of the poems whose merit lies in perfection of

‘# finish. It is therefore greatly to be desired that a purely
literary anthology may soon be brought together by
some one. Such a collection was made in 1867, in the
Rev. Edward Hartley Dewart’s “ Selections.” Two or
three other partial collections have been made, the best
being Seranus’ ¢‘Canadian Birthday Book,” which
affords a miniature survey of the chief verse-writers, both
French and English. The most remarkable point of

2 difference between the selections of Dewart and the

@ poetry which has followed, is the tone of exultation and

% confidence which the singers have assumed since Con-

§ federation, for up to that epoch the verse was apologetic

% and depressed. Everything now points hopefully. Not

& only is the poetry more confident, but far better.

4 good deal of the best verse in American magazines. is

& written in Canada. '

%  The order of this collection is in sections, treating
of the Imperial Spirit, the New Nationality, the™

§ Indian, the Voyageur and Habitant, Settlement Life, '

2 Sports and Free Life, Historical Incidents, Places, !

4 and Seasons. They give merely, it should be under. |
stood, a sketch of the range of the subjects. Canadian /
history, for example, as any one acquainted with Parkma/
will know, perfectly teems with noble deeds and great
events, of which only a small share have been
whereof there is only space here for a much
share. The North-West and British Columbj
Pacific clime of charm—the gold-diggings
land of salmon rivers, and of the D rs which
hide daylight at noonday—have been scarcely sung at




