
GENERAL DEARRORN TO THE SECRETARY 0p WAR.
"HEADQ1JARTEItS. FORTGEIF

"1june 25t1i, 1813.
"SIR,-I have the Mortification of informing you Of Rn unfortunateand unaccountable event which occurred yestcrday. On the 23rd, atevening, Lieutenant Colonel IBoerstler, with 570 men, lnfantry,artfllery, cavalry, and riflemen la due proportion, was ordered tomarcb, by WaY 0f Queenston, to a place calied the Beaver D>ams, onthe higli ground about eight or fine miles from Quecilston, to attackand disperse a body of the enemy collected tbere foi, the Purpose ofprocuring Provisions and harassing those inliabitants whio are co~n-sldered friendiy to the United States; their force was, f ront the mostdirect information, composed of one company of the lO4tli regirnent,about 80 strong, from. 150 to 200 milîtla, and fromn 50 to 630 Indians.At eilit o'clock yesterday morning, wlmen within two miles of theBeaver D)ams, Our detachinent was attacked f rom an ambuscade, butwoon drove the enemy somne distance loto the Woods, and then retiredInto a clear field and sent an express for reinforcement, saying bewou]d maintain his position until reinforced. A reinforcement offjmree hundred men marched immediately, under the command ofColonel Chrystie, but on arriving at Queenston, Colonel Chrystiereoelved authentie information that Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler,wlth his command, bail surrendered to the enemy, and the rei nforce-Mnts returned to camp. A man who beionged to a small corps ofmounted volunteer rifiemen, came In this morning, who states thattbe enemy surrounded our detachment In the Woods, and towards12 o'clock eommenced a general attack; that our troops fougbt morethan t.wo hours, until the artlllery had expended the whole of itsammunition, and then surrendered, and at the time of the surrenderthe Informant made bis escape. Why It should have been deemnedDraper to remain several bours In a position surrounded wîth Woodswithout eltber rIsking a decisive action or effecting a retreat remainsta be acoounted for, as well as the project of waiting for a reinforce-ment f romn a distance of flfteen or sixteen miles.

"No Information bas been received of the kiiied anîd woljnded.Tbe enemy's fleet has again arrived In our rieigb 0 rhood00"lWitiî respect and esteem, 1 arn, Sir,
"Your humble servan]t,

REPORT 0F COURT 0F INQUIRY.
"BALTIMO&E, 17th February, 1815.

"'The court met pursuant to adJournnment.
"The court having heard and considered the testimony adducedIn this case, have the honor ta report, to the 1-bonorable, the Secre-tary of War, the following statement 0f fmts:


