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ver.y j its influence Bad made Her. 
the j It was another and still prettier 

Constance that she saw,—true, ten
der, as she talked of past days. 
Her feeling not too deep to find 
expression, even then, as she heap
ed loving praise upon James Ers- 
kine, and depreciated herself : m 
child in a fit of repentance was ever 
more sincere. She praised him, apd 
talked of him as he deserved,Georgy 
thought, and had found the words- 
which she herself'needed.

“Constance had misunderstood him 
and now her letter 
her." Constance did not say \ 

written

MThEtesults from common soaps: 
czema, coarse hands, ragged 
lothes, shrunken flannels.
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what occasion she had 
him, and did not appear willing t< 
explain. Georgy began to lister 
with a very now feeling, and a ver 
new dread. She could not ask what 
Mrs. Everett was not inclined t<> 
tell, and who else was she to asàr 
Shyness, and some feeling that i 
would raise up a barrier between 
them, made the announcement of 
the relation in which she stood to 
Mr. Erskino almost impossible.

She could not begin. Besides, shr 
must know more ; it was her right.

The afternoon was passing, and 
they still sat together. Constance, 
too full of her own impressions to 
observe Georgj', who, besides, was 
not demonstrative.

Then Georgy, quieted herself wit! 
the thought that surely her life and 
treasure lay too deep for Constance 
to touch it ; and yet she half 
thought that, always excepting o 
railroad, there might be other 
places more desirable for James than 
the vicinity of Mrs. Everett.

It was only a half reflection, 
though ; for she deemed that her 
possession could never pass from 
her.

“We will go now," she said, when 
the clock had struck four ; " they
may come by the five o'clock train." 
Constance had grown happier again, 
and she still anticipated the possibil
ity of meeting James Erskine alive. 
Georgy was glad to go, and glad of 
a companion as an excuse. They, went 
downstairs together ; and Constance, 
as she opened the door, turned 
round, and leaning her forehead

very uninteresting. But Constance 
I am sorry to say, did not quite 
finish the letter ; she turned uneasily 
to the other, which was in her own 
straight, delicate handwriting ; a 
foreign letter returned to her from 
Bruxelles.

A short time after the death of her 
husband, Constance had written 
again to James Erskine, in answer 
to his cold, business-like note. Her 
letter was not cold, for she sin
cerely repented of her fit of anger 
against him, and wished to make 
amends. The letter had never reach
ed him, and Constance, receiving no 
answer, had once again tried to 
nurse herself into an angry fit; but 

.she had never perhaps regretted him 
more than now, when she had lost 
her hold upon him. This was the 
letter now returned.

She looked at it, and then a deep 
shade of vexation passed quickly over 
her face. She was terribly vexed and 
discomposed : she seemed as if she 
could hardly refrain .from explaining 
to some one the cause of her dis
appointment, and yet she did not 
speak. She put the letter into her 
pocket and began at last to eat her 
luncheon with a melancholy, defiant 
air : the other letter lay unheeded 
by her side. Just then Sir Hugh and 
his sister were well-nigh forgotten ; 
and yet a brilliant position was be
fore her, an immense fortune, with 
all the pleasure and display which 
She had evor coveted. She would 
surely taka all this, with so hand
some and amiable a man as Sir Hugh 
and one who was so completely at 
her beck. Many ef her friendo would 
have thought it me hard task to ac- 
eept him without these appurtenan
ces. Luncheon was not yet finished 
ere another incident occurred : Al
gernon, the eldest boy of Mrs. 
Lewis, appeared :—

“Ma ! there's been such a smash on 
the railroad, and all the people's 
killed."

"Algy, child, what do you mean?"
“Thomas saye, 'All the people's 

killed ;' they must be, if Thomas 
•aye so."

“Algy, child !" exclaimed Mrs. 
Lewis, quickly.

How much longer Algy would have 
tantalized them was uncertain ; he 
was no lueid expositor, and was 
dreadfully confused about the mat
ter himself.

Thomas arrived, and explained how 
a telegraphic message of a dreadful 
accident had reached Eaetham. The 
butcher had just brought the news . 
he was in Eastham when it arrived 
at twelve o’clock, and now it was 
near three.

“Of course they always make the 
worst of such a thing," said Mar
garet quietly ; but she looked very 
grave. That train ought to bring
her husband, who had been at D-----,
horse-dealing, Mr. Erskine and Capt. 
James, another guest of Mr.' Lewis's. 
One could not get much out of 
Thomas or the butcher. At the sta
tion near Millthorpe Grange, they 
knew nothing, and Mrs. Lewis must 
either wait patiently or send all the 
way to Eastham in the hope of 
hearing more.

"Many people had been killed," 
Thomas said ; "he couldn’t say how 
many : he did not believe the tele
graph k»ow,"

Margaret looked grave, but she 
admitted no gloomy possibilities, 
and silenced everybody who got 
frightened, though appearing very 
much so herself.

Georgy was quiet also : she was 
not easily upset ; but she wished 
that the evening would come as she 
never had wished for any evening- 
before.

Everybody had an indistinct idea 
of going to the station, only that as 
yet it would be too early. By-and-by 
Georgy went upstairs, and in going 
to her own room she passed 
Mrs. Everett’s. The door xvas open, 
and a voice asked—

"Who is there?"
* Constance xvas lying on the sofa 
with her face against the cushion.

"Georgy, Georgy ; oh ! let us go 
to the station."

"No, not now ; it would be use
less ; but we will later."

"If this day would only pass ! Oh! 
Georgy, I shall go mad with wait
ing "

It was no use reasoning with Con
stance ; she had killed Mr. Erskine 
over and over again in her imagina
tion, and would not be gainsaid.

There xvas a common feeling be- 
.txveen them : an unconscious sym
pathy, which neither acknoxvledged

• nor defined. It xvas partly, chance, 
partly some secret attraction, xvhich 
drexv them together on that after
noon.

i "He was the truest, kindest friend 
I ever had," said Constance. "H 
was only to-day that I discovered 
my mistake ; and the thought that 

'it. is too late now, perhaps, makes 
me mad ; I cannot bear it."

. And she talked on with singular 
lucidity for a woman on the verge of 
madness. She positively needed some
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fee as a matter of course, but it is
CT always on that her ,ancy dwells
ath the utmost complacency, but 
6 strength and intellect. What crime 
rould we not forgive sooner than 
ewardice ?"
"My dear, I should not like, for 
pe. to do without goodness," ex- 

i’med Mrs. Erskine.
/No, BO ; I was not saying that, 

»t simply that goodness docs not 
old so prominent a place in a wo- 
lan's first idea), as in a man s ; a 
■ry faulty and undisciplined ideal 
,u may say, but It is true for all
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When doing Your Christmas Shopping Drop In and See 
Us. We can make things pleasant.
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f ''Well, you ore right In a way, ccr- 
hgalnly ; I cannot deny it."

■I think we might be allowed to 
i*«aye for dress. I do not know that 
,*ny other passion is lawful to wo
mankind," said Margaret, flippantly, 

cretjurning to the charge.
/‘Only one other ; the love of chil- 

"•drén," said Constance, in a tone of 
unaffected regret.

'‘Children, ves and Margaret's 
liarsh manner changed : xvhen she 
:spoke of children, she was always

SCHOOL REPORTSBROOKE COUNOIL.
Report of S. S. No. 17, Brooke for Oct

ober and November. Claes IV.—Luoyv 
Bryce, Blanche Holbrook, Violet Lucas, 
Ollie Lucas, Roy Lucas Class III —Ernest 
Lucas, Fred Kidd, Lome Lucas. Class II, 
—Norman Brain, Mary E. Lucas, Ed. Tay
lor, Mary F. Parker, Harold Taylor. Part 
IIL—Lottie Berdan, Mary Moffat, Maggie 
Biesett, Lier# Bieeett, Roy Brander John 
Dav’s. Class II.—Rhea Holbrooke, Brian 
Davie, Gertie Lucas, Edith McMaoken, 
Part I.-—Burton Lucas, Wilbert Brain, 
Willard Brain, Clark Taylor. Class (a) 
Stirling Lucas, Lily Saunders, Russell Mc- 
Macken.—Lillian Maidmknt, teacher.

Alvinston, Dec. 15th, 1902,
Council met pursuant to adjournment.
Members all present.
Minutes of previous meeting read, and 

in motion of Mr. McCallum, seconded by 
Mr. Darville were approved.

Mr. M. Burfoid owner of E£ Lot 14k Con 
5, said that at considerable expense he had 
put in a dram of large tile to carry away 
the water from the S. E. corner of his farm. 
In doing so he had drained u low wet hole 
on the road along side, and asked Council 
to allow him some amount for the benefit 
done roadway.

Moved by Mr. Darville seconded by 
Mr. McCallum that Mr. Burford be granted 
the sum of $15 as recompense for benefit

"How differently people wish for 
wcbjldren," said Constance, who was 
j^ever at a lose for a theory. "Some 
"nSro'ufch the pure instinct of mater- 
«ity, and others, often only through 
"their devotion to another : they 
-wish,—they, wish, in short to be 
the mother of Caesar’s children; and 
-the two feelings, one of devotion to 
Oaesar, and the other at abstract 
isnaternity, are not the same."

They laughed at Constance's illus
tration.

AMrs. Everett quoting Caesar. Ah ! 
she really knoxve about everything," 
«chimed in Mrs. lewis, who had just 
-entered the room ; and they all

when hr<-t rendered giving as a reason, 
that he might be able to collect it. This 
he had failed to do. Order issued in his 
favor for $35.

Mr. Johnston, chairman of the Board of 
Health for 1902, presented his annual re
port together with an account of $35 for 
services of members pt the Board.

Moved by Mr. McCallum, seconded by 
Mr. Kelly, that repoit be received and filed 
and order issued for $36 in favor of Mr 
Johnston.— Carried.

Geo. Campbell applied for remuneration 
for one sheep killed by dogs, valued at 88 
and on motion of Mr. McCallum, seconded 
by Mr. McRae, Mr. Campbell was paid the 
sum of $5.33 being § of Inspector’s estimate 
of loss.

By law No. 15 introduced and read ap
pointing the Municipal Nominations for 
1902 to be held in the Hall, Alvinston, and 
naming John McAlpine, Samuel Johnston, 
VV. G. Willoughby, John McLean, John 
Shirley and Donald Fisher as Deputy Re
turning Officers for polling subdivisions 1 
to 6 respectively.

Moved by Mr. Darville, seconded by Mr. 
McRae, that by law making these appoint
ments be reed a third time and passed.— 
Carried.

Report of Reeve and Clerk read on settle
ment with Enniskillen, showing a balance 
due Brooke of $88.95 on To*vnline road ex
penditure, and a balance due Enniskillen of 
$11.62 on drainage account. The amount 
due on drams to be raised by special assess
ment on lots interested

Moved by Mr. Darvill, seconded by Mr. 
McCallum, that report be received and 
adopted and ordered to be published in the 
forthcoming Auditors’ Report.—Carried.

Letter received from J. R. Logan, Esq., 
Sarnia, on behalf of John Laing, claiming 
he, (Laing) bad paid $8.00 more than half 
of the assessment'^vied on lot E£ 24 Con. 14, ; 
for the Edgar drain, and that when lot was 
subdivided into two portions of 60 acres 
each the assessment for drain should have 
been equally charged to both. Instead the 
60 acres nearest drain had been charged the 
most.

Council refused to pay the $8.00 asked 
for as Mr. Laing and his father should eith
er have mutually agreed, as to the amount 
each should pay, or else have called on en
gineer to divide the assessment for them.

Commissioner Kelly reported that the re
pairs to the Kelly drain were completed, 
the total levy for the same being $192.00 
and expenditure $186 29 leaving a balance 
tq its credit ot $5.71.

Moved by Mr. Darvill seconded by Mr. 
Kelly that Joseph Riletb be allowed a bon
us of 12^0. per rod for wire fence to be 
erected by him along side of 12-13 side- 
road and îorced road across lot 12, con. i. 
Places where fences is to be put up and 
fence itself to be approved of by Com. 
McCallum before payment of bonus.—Carr
ied.

This being the last meeting ot council 
for 1902, the Reeve thanked the members 
of same for their close attention to the busi
ness brought before them, and for the kind 
and courteous manner wiuh which they had 
treated him as presiding officer.

Moved by Mr. McCallum,. seconded by 
Mr. Darvill, that Council do now adjourn 
sine die.—Carried.

V. G. M illoughby, Clerk.

HowCheap 
How Good

Margaret and Constance still sat 
talking, working the allegory of 
•Caesar's wife, Ac., and imagining 
wonderful situations, whieh happily 

~sr* never (all, at least) accumulated 
"in -the destiny of «ne unfortunate.

Margaret grew melancholy, making 
As the French book would Bay, "a 
return upon herself." Georgy thought 
Mow different Margaret must have 
been before ehe grew bitter, and be
came Mrs. I^exvis, "When she was 
in love with Caesar, for instance;;" 
whim she xvas legitimately sentimen
tal and did not live on the luke
warm remnants of her feelings. It 

csqmetifiies strikes one that such fare 
must bo insipid. Those who partake 
*>f it do not always follow the nat- 
jural laxv of progression from word 
-to deed ; xvhich must make the 
'•course all the more rapid. They do 
:not take the comfort xvhich senti- 

__mcnt and the French books might 
TUtfrhaps, suggest at last ; but they 
Are excellent people, and fulfill all 
the duties of their station.

Mrs. Lewis was in reality a good 
woman, so with what she liked our 
private taste need not interfere.

Georgy’s reflection xvas, that mat
rimony had xvrought this change in 
Mer. "Why could not Margaret, too, 
have married a Mr. Erskine?" Such 

-a marriage as that would have been 
‘Georgy's panacea for all disappoint
ments ; and she felt guilty as she 
thought of’the superiority of her 
lot over that of alt other women.
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vexatious to have spent ao much 
feeling upon the ghost of a danger, 
as far as concerned them.

There had, indeed, been a frightful 
accident, but it had befallen an ear
lier train than that by xvhich they 
had started, and they had been de
layed ; that xvas all.

This explanation was soon given, 
and Constance xvas still on the poii. 
at the gate, whilst the other three 
ladies stood upon the nlatform. No 
one noticed her xvhilst the first 
greetings were exchanged ; and Mr. 
Erskine, xvho was shaking hands 
xvitli Georgy for the second time, 
suddenly recognized her, as an im
ploring “Don’t ! oh, stop !" ad
dressed indifferently to the pony or 
the train, startled them. The pony, 
though a child’s pony, was anything 
but quiet, and, grown fidgety xvith 
waiting, reared,—"stood up on 
end,’’ as Algy said : xvhich he en
joyed, but xvhich ladies naturally did 
not. Mrs. "Everett xvas easily un
seated, and xvas thrown.

Holiday Supplies
WE KEEP ALL
KINDS OF CHOICE

CONFECTIONERY
Baltimore OystersSelectWhile plowing a few days ago Ed. Ram 

sey, of" Aldboroucfh. unearthed what is 
thought to be the medals presented to the 
heroes of the war of 1812. It bears the 
date of 1815 and the words “Sir Isaac Brock 
Hetoof Upper Canada”, also “Success to 
Commerce and peace to the wot Id.*' Other 
reading thereon is somewhat indistinct.

Bossenbenv, ayonrg man from Grand 
Bend, is cutting quite a figure as a boxer 
m Winnipeg. He offers to match any box
er in Manitoba for a ten round contest.

Â. MAVITY,
NORTH END BAKERY.(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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