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NEW EMPRESSES
FR THE PAGRG

C. P, R. Announces Two New
Liners Wiil be Ready Within
Eighteen Months

"ORE CARRIERS FOR QUATSINO

James A. Moore Buys Wooden Steam-

ers from Dollar Line to Carry iron
Ore to Puget Sound Mills

D. E. ! Brown, recently appointed
manager of the C. P. R. steamers on
the Pacific, has announcéd that two
new Empress steamers, modelled a't-
ter the Atlantic liners, will be built
without delay to be ready to be placed
in service on the Pacific, 18 months
hence when the present mail contract
expires. Announcement was made in
these columns some days ago that
such a step was contemplated. The
pew liners, which will be improve-
ments upon the Empress of Ireland
and Empress of Britain, will have a
speed of 171-2 knots and meake the
trip from Victoria to Yokohama under
ten days. The fastest time made by
the present Empresses is 10 days, 10
bours, madé by the Empress of Japan
gome years ago. The run to Hong-
kong will be made in from 17 to 19
days. The present mail contract calls
for delivery of mails from London in
Hongkong and vice versa -in 29 days.
Under the new contract -the time will
be reduced to 27 days, and it is nec-
essary that new Empresses be placed
in service to comply with these re-
quirements.

ORE CARRIERS

Wooden Steamers Being Bought to
Carry Ore from Quatsino

There will be a fleet of ore-carriers
running to the iron mines which James
A, Moore, a Seattle capitalist purposes
to develop at Quatsino on the Vancou-
ver Island coast, carrying ore to the
blast furnaces at Irondale and the
steel plant at Seattle. James A. Moore
is reported to have taken over & num-
ber of the wooden steamers of the Dol-
lar Steamship company for this pur-
pose. The Dollar line is now build-
ing two large steel steamers at the
Moran yards at Seattle and Robert
Dollar iz buying other vessels on the
Atlantic coast to replace the wooden
steamers of the company's fleet which
are being sold.  James A. Moore re-
cently bought the hull of the German
steamer Mariechen from Schubach and
Dollar and will have that vessel con-
verted into a barge for carrying ore
from Quatsino,

TANGO MARU ARRIVES

Mail Steamship Reached Port Yester-
day From the Far East

The steamer Tango Maru, Captain
Moses, of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha
iine, reached port vesterday from the
Orient, bringing 4000 tons of general
freight, of which 660 tons was landed
at this port. The cargo included 1156
bales of silk. The Tango brought 14
saloon, 18 intermediate and 315 steer-
age passengers. . The passengersland-
»d here were 4 intermediate—¥H, R.
Kent, B. Morita and T. Tanaka and
wife—and 87 Japanese, 2 Chinese, 13
Hindus and 7 Buropeans, mostiy Mon-
tenegrins who have been employed on
the Trans-Siberian railway and at
Kharbin and Vladivostok, These ar-
tivals told of rioting at Harbin. The
Tango Maru left at the same time as
the Blue Funnel liner Tydeus, and en-
eountered fog after crossing the meri-
daian. The steamer arrived off the
coast on Monday and has been delayed
by fog.

The steamer Shinano Maru . sailed
outward yesterday. Five Japanese
were deported by Dr. Milne on board
the steamer.

C. P. R. STEAMERS

Princess May for Sound Run—Princess
Victoria Almost Ready

A force of painters and others are
preparing the steamer Princess May to
replace the Princess Beatrice on the
Victoria-Seattle route next Tuesday.
The Princess May has been overhauled
and will be resplendent with new paint
when she commences service.

The steamer Princess Victoria, which
has been under repair for some time
at the B. C. Marine Railway, is to be
veady for service at the end of the
month, and will be again placed on
the Victoria-Vancouver route on Feb-
ruary L.

The steamer Princess Beatrice will
be placed on the Victoria-Skagway
route as soon as she leaves the Sound
run.

The steamer Amur, from Skagway
and other northern ports, was at Che-
mainus yesterday, loading lumber, and
will arrive today to load a further
shipment of 30,000 feet of lumber for
the White Pass & Yukon Railway
Company, for use in building a fleet of
barges and a new river steamer, as
announced some days ago. The Amur
will sail tonight, |

The steamer Otfter returned yester-
day from Ladysmith with coal for the
C. P. R. steamers.

MARINE NOTES

Yesterday was the anniversary of the
steamer Valencla on. the Vancouver Island
coast mear Cl&e Beale, a disaster Involving
the loss of 140 lives.

The SchHaake Mgchine Works of New
‘Westminster, has beem given ‘the contract
for the new machinery for the new snag
boat for Skeena river.

THE REALTY MARKET

Several Transactions of Importance
Recorded Yesterday on Looal Market

‘The influx of Winnipeggers to this
city has already had' an appreciable
effect on the real estate market, and
several large sales have been reported
within the last few days. Not only
Northwest realty men, and speculators
are however, now interested in the
local market. The real estate agents
of the city state-that there is a steady
and increasing demand for small
houses and that many of those who are
now inquiring after property are in-
tending to become residents of the
¢ity.

The farm of J. S. Barclay on Shaw-
pigan lake was sold yesterday to Mr.
Fowler of Winnipei,l the consideration
being $9,000, The farm comprises 485
acres, mostly under cultivation, and in
addition to a full complement of farm
puildings, has also a fine, large three
storeyed residence.

Among the house sales of recent date

are reported the disposal of a fine res-
idence at the corner of Linden avenue
and Belcher street, the property of
Mrs. Clay to E. B. Blackwood of this
eity, The price paid was §10,000, Mrs,
Clay has since purchased T. M. Hen-
derson’s fine residence, the considera-
tion being $8,000,

The British Columbia Land and In-
vestment company reports the sale of
a house at BEsquimailt for $4,500 and
of another on Bellot street for $3,-
000. A large brick house on Michigan
street has been purchased by H, H.
Jones, the price being in the neigh-
borhood of $8,000. A. W. Jones re-
ports the sale of a house and lot on
the Dallas road to C. T. Penwill for
$2,700 and of a house and lqt on Bat-
tgry street to Dr. Milne \for §1,-
0.

dther small deals involving from
$2,000 to a few hundred dollars each

aré reported in numbers by all the
local firms.

ORGANIZING STEAMSHIP
LIE T0 HENGD

Capt. T. H. Worsnop and F. E.
Dixon, Representing Com-
pany, Here From London

Capt. T. H. Worsnop, and F. E,
Dixon, representatives of the Canadian~
Mexican line arrived from London yes-
terday and are registered at the
Driard. J. H. Greer, local agent ac-
companied them from the mainland,
Captain Worsnop recently arranged
the details with regard to subsidizing
the line and is now on his way to

Mexico to arrange for facilities at ports
of call in Mexico, :

The steamers Georgia and Lonsdale,
will be placed on the run, and the
service will be inaugurated, on March
81. The steamer Georgia sailed from
the Old Country early in January, and
her sister ship, the Lonsdale, will leave
Liverpool for Mexico about the end
of the present month.

The subsidy arrangements of the
new service provide for a monthly
service by two steamers of over 3,500
tons, guaranteed Al at less than 20
first-class and 100 'tweendeck passen-
gers, and a speed of at least fen
knots. Freight rates are subject to
control of the government, ahd Cana-
dian shippers are to have preference
over all others. Freight rates on
through bills of lading from points
west of Lake Superior are not to ex-
ceed those from Coast points,

“To show how trade develops as
soon as transportation facilities are
provided,” said a prominent shipping
man yesterday, “is indicated by the
receipt of a pequest by T. J. Smith,
resident of the Diamond Vale Coal &
ron mines, from one of the largest
coal-dealing companies in Mexico, ask-
ing for quotations on coal in shipload
lots. At present coal for Mexlico is
zent from Pennsylvania at a very high

gure.”

A NEW ARRANGEMENT
OF C. P. B, OFFICIALS

Western Department Created,
With Superintendent Bury,
at its Head

Montreal, Jan. 23.—Before leaving
for Winnipeg, Mr. Whyte, in consulta-
tion with President Shaughnessy and
other members of the Canadian Paci-
fic executive, arranged to have official
changes in the West carried out. The
appointments have been made, and a
circular confirming them and notify-
ing all officials will be issued forth-
with.

The creation of a western staff with
managerial authority has long been
recognized as one of the pressing nec-
esgities of the West, and the action
jpst taken is another signal recogni-
tion of -the growing importance of the
western part of Canada.

General Superintendent Bury,
whoseé splendid record as a railway
man has long been recognized, has
been appointed Western general man-
ager, with jurisdiction extending
from Lake Superior to the western
coast. His position is similar to that
meld on the Hastern lines by James
T.eonard, formerly of Winnipesg.

Mr. Bury's present position of gen-
eral superintendent goes to A. Price,
superintendent of transportation, the
latter position abolished.

Superintendent Marpole, of the Pa-
cific dlvision, is to be assigned other
duties at the coast, and his position
{s given to F. F. Busteed, assistant
chief engineer of the company.

The changes go into effect forth-
with.

O

THAWING WATER PIPES

Application of Elo'otricity of Frozen
Conduits Proves a Success

Yesterday Water Commissioner
Raymur got the electric thawing ma-
chine from the British Columbia Elec-
tric Railway company in operation and
with its help many frozen mains were
attended to. The machine proved a
splendid success, doing in a few hours
work which it would have taken men

ays.to accomplish. The apparatus is
connected with the electric wires and
the pipes to he treated, and the current
is then turned on. The resistance of
the metal of the pipes to the electric
fluid generates heat, and thus the ice
in the pipes is melted. The machine
is capable of dealing with a large sys-
tem of pipes at the same time, and in
those instances where many pipes are
froqzen up within a small area, it has
been found possible to deal with all
at one treatment. Mr. Raymur states
that in some .instances, as many as
twenty cases Qf blocked mains have
been dealt with at the same time.

It is taking the thaw a much lon-
ger time to penetrate to the lower lev-
ols of the ground than it did the frost,
The pipes of the city are all laid
eighteen inches below the surface, but
the men who are doing the digging for
the city, have found that the frost
went down in some cases as far as two
feet. - They state that up to the pres-
ent the ground is only thawed out to
a depth of half a foot. At seven inches
they come across the frost, and be-
low that the ground is so hard as to
make excavating slow and laborious
work. If the warm weather keeps up
however, it is hoped that the thaw will
soon penetrate to all the frozen mains.

Mr. Raymur states that compara-
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tively few of the city’'s water maln'l
have been burst by the ice.

being of lead, were merely spread by |
the ice, and not broken. In the houses|
themselves many pipes were burst, and
in many case§ the resumption of the
flow of water in the main has brought
disaster to the household, leaks hither-
to unsuspected, making themselves for
the first time apparent, by a general
inundation. 3

Seeks Miu‘i’ng Brother_
Cyril B. Jee, Wabash avenue, New,
York, writing, to Chief of Poli
Langléy, ask for information of a
missing brother, T. W. Jee,

“Madame Butterfly”

The local engagement of “Madame
Butterfly,” Puccini’s great opera, has
been cancelled. The subscription 1
was 'closed Tuesday. evening, thos
signing not representing sufficient by
any means to cover the cost of the
engagement.

Eyes on Esquimalt

A considerable quantity of property
fronting on Esquimalt harbor changed
hands yesterday, the eyes of the in-
vesting public now being turned in
that direction as a result of the belief
which prevails generally that that
point is soon to be the scene of great
industrial activity. An interesting
feature of the situation is the cir-
cumstance that only a very limited
quantity of property is marketable in
any ‘everit.

LORD GREY’S WESTERN HOME.

A Paradise for Those Retiring From
the Fight.

August Wolf in “Rod and Gun.”
Bordering the eastern shore of the|
béautiful Kootenay Lake and facing a
panoramic series of mountain peaks,
their caps glistening in the autumn
$nows, with Mt. Loki towering-10,000 ft.
in the distance and the glaciers of the
Dunecans overlooking the headlands, is
the shooting ground which Earl Grey,
Governor-General of Canada, has just
acquired in southern British Columbia,

northeast of Spokane. James Johnson,
First Vice President of .the Nelson Ag-
ricultural Society, has been .installed as
keeper, and it is likely the representa-

who is
believed to have been a resident'of
this city some time ago.

will brin.x out a party from Ottawa some
lt:g.\?: this winter for an wold-fashioned

such scenery as can be only equaled, not
surbassed, by the famed Swiss J&lps.

while deeper into the mountain recesses
may be found, silver tip and grizzly bear

boat and sheep.

The grounds have a frontage of nearly
half a mile on the lake, the only place
of h'abltatlon at present being a log hut.
It is planned to: reach the lodge by
steamer, when the new line is put into
operation on Kootenay Lake. The near
est neighbor is at . Kuskanouk, eight
miles south. On the shore of the lake
thrive grouse, golden pheasant and quail
and off the pebbly shore dart trout of
the Dolly Varden and Rainbow varie-
ties, vg'hxch, fishermen say, are worthy
the skill and rod of any expert. A few
miles below on'the Kootenay flats may
be had some of thé best duck shooting
in the ¢ountry.

Sportsmen in Spokapge do not weonder
that once having seen thé¢ famous hunt-
ing and fishing grounds in the northern
part ‘'of the Inland Empire, Earl Grey
did not heésitate -to hecome owner of a
vast acreage. When his son, Lord How-
ick, who has hunted big game in Africa |
and shot over the best preserves in Eng-
land and Scotland, saw the scenery,
heard the calling of the grouse and the
whistle of the early teal, the turt‘
springing from the sharp hoof priots of an
alarmed whitetail before his eyes, the
first tract proposed was not sufficient
and he prevailed upon the owner to give
up more ground, where will be erected a
hunting and fishing residence, which is
also to serve as a ranch house. It will
be hbeautified with lawns and gardens,
which will make an ideal spot”and at-
tract widespread attention through thel
visits of Earl Grey and his sportsmen |
friends.

William Randolph Hearst has an op-l
tion on a tract adjoining Earl Grey’s
lands, and Johnson is of the impression |
the New Yorker will not let it expire.

“I-feel almost certain that Mr. Hearst
will tire of the political turmoil soon,”
Johnson added, when visited a short time
ago, ‘“and then he will think of the
Kootenay again and the sport he and
Mrs. Hearst had here last year. If he
does he will come out and build a
place.”

When the Hearsts were in the Koote-
nay last year, Johnson volunteered to
teach Mrs, Hearst how to catch rainhow
trout, the gamiest fish'in the waters of
the northwest.

“Why,” Mrs. Hearst said, “I have
never caught a fish in my life.”

Johnson was patient, as all good fish-
ermen are, and Mrs. Hearst proved an
apt 3n il in his hands. The following
day Johnson received a basket contain-
ing seven beauties, with these words on
Mrs. Hearst's card: ‘“My first catch;
thank you.”

Johnson is enthusiastic over the out-
look for the coming season, and declares
the present one should bring a number
of prominent sportsmen, since all kinds
of big and small game are abundant,
and every place of vantage does not
bristle with rifies and fowling pieces.

He has pumerous trophies of the hunt
in his library, where he passes his odd
moments in the study of horticultare
and arboriculture for let it be known
that he understands the art of buddin
and grafting as well as he does that o
potting a deer at the first shot. 'There
are two trophies to which he. points
with just pride: One is the blue ribbon
awarded at the London Horticultural
Exposition in 1905, when his fruit ex-
hibit outclassed the best grown in any
part of the British Empire; the other,
the 54-inch spread of antlers of a bull
moose bagged several years ago.

NEW CHINA IS SPRINGING UP.

Washington, Jan. 22.—A compre-
hensive ) review of the remarkable
change ‘that is taking place in China
as a result of the promulgation of the
recent decree reorganizing the Chinese
government is supplied to the state de-
partment by E. T. Williams, Chinese
secretary to the legation at Peking. Re-
citing the orders for the formation of
the two commissions to deal with re-
form projects. Mr. Willlams says that
for over a month past there commis-
sfons have heen holding daily sessions
wherein two strong parties have been
struggling for leadership, one bent on
securing a liberal government on mod-
ern lines and the other determined that
there shall be no departure from the
traditions of the fathers.

So far as it has gone, their report
is a compromise, but many valuable

features are retained. Particularly

) He at- 1
tributes this to the fact that the pipes|

tive of King Edward in the Dominion |

The ‘Grey lodge will be in the midst of [/

The grounds leading to the hills are the ||
haunts of white tail deer and caribon, |

and the finest specimens of mountain

-
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SALE FRIDAY

THE FOLLOWING

LADIES’ BLACK SILK BLOUSES, peau de soie and soft

- taffeta silks, regular $3.75 to $6.50.

January Sale ....... $2.00

LADIES’ WHITE SILK BLOUSES — Balance of Ladies’
White Silk Blouses, regular $3.75 to $5.00.  January sale, $2.00

LADIES’ FLANNEL BLOUSES—Balance of Ladies’ Flannel

Blouses, regular $2.00 to $3.50.

January sale ........... 50C

LADIES’:BATH APRONS, regular 50c. January sale ..... 25¢

ALL-WOOL UNDERWEAR, heavy grey,

regular 8sc.

Briday .. s 55 ie iy s chis e s ue s 60w sansesasessussacsessme 45

HEAVY WOOL SOX, regular 2oc.

Friday ..icoveeevsen I5C

@ ® L ] %
Millinery Department
LADIES. CHENILLE AND VELVET BONNETS, trimmed

tips and aigrettes, regular $5.00 to $10.00. January sale....
VAN e 0T v sk Bl e VTR 4 e e s s s ems se e $3.50 3hd $5.00

DRESS HATS—Remainder of season Dress Hats, regular

$7.00 to $12.50.

January:sale ‘......c0iiiiiiiiiiiin
TRIMMED HATS, all colors, regular $3.00 to $7.50.

S8R T R e v Lt Bl e s we T B s md s B S S mitere

January
$1.50

CHILDREN’S. SILK AND BEARSKIN HATS AND BON-

NETS, regular $1.00 to $2.50.

January sale ............ 50¢C

Dress Goods Department

" A large variety of materials in colors and black remnants,

lengths fronr 1% to 7 yards.

January sale, $5.00 down to 50c

WOOL UNDERWEAR, medium weight, regular 73c, Friday.soc

HEAVY WOOL MIXTURE, regular 5oc.
HEAVY MIXTURE SOX, regular 15c.

BOYS’ SHIRTS—Heavy cotton print, plain and pleated fronts,
regular 75¢c and $1.00. Friday ......ccccccieeensosacss 50C

BOYS UNDERWEAR—Heavy all-wool, regular 4oc to 75c.
Friday, 50c dOWD tO ....ecctenceaccccncsacscasanannnas 30C

ENGLISH SILK TIES, regular 25c.
MEN'’S TOP SHIRTS—Dark flannel, regular 35¢. Friday ... 25¢

Friday eessess 35C
Friday eseqeaees I0C

Friday, two for ...... 25¢c

AP

A

Lace Department

WHITE EMBROIDERED MUSLIN FRONTS FOR

BLOUSES, regular $1.75 to $2.25.

CIRCULAR YOKES, suitable

for making blouses, made of

Valenciennes lace, insertion and embroidery, regular $1.75.
January ‘$ale 1. sivasetuniesnsivssensressnsanisnsneesss 25C

$3.50.

Y i . :
Men’s Clothing Department
¢ ' ON SALE FRIDAY
We make you today the best offer ever made in the.clothing

business

of Victoria

MEN’S IMPQRTED TWEED SUITS, sizes 35 to 44, in all
the newest patterns and latest cuts; regular
January sale.................$6.5

$10.00 to $12.50.

Gents’ Hat

Department

These Stiff Hats are not old stock or. out-of-date styles, but

good clean stock in the newest blocks.

Qur reasons for this

startling offer are that we have more coming in for Spring,

and have decided to cléar this line out;
January sale ......0ceniecninrcnnancans

$2.50.

regular

Ladies’ Hosiery Department

LADIES’ PLAIN BLACK PLEATED CASHMERE HOSE,

size 8% only. January sale .

LADIES’ HEAVY RIBBED HOSE, wide and narrow, wool §
and cotton mixture, size 9% only. January sale ./....... 25c §

Cotton Goods Department

REMNANTS OF WASH GOODS in Prints, Ginghams, Flan-

nels, etc.

January sale, $1.00 down t0 ......co0eevenn.. I0C

o N

- Mantle Department

AN ~ PPV VN

On Sale Friday, the Following

LADIES’ ALL-WOOL TWEED WALKING SKIRTS, seven-

gored, with full flare, colors

brown mixtures, dark checks and invisible plaids;
January sale............... ...

regular $4.00.

dark and light grey, green ahd

$2.90

LADIES’ DRESSING GOWNS—German fllannel, colors blue,

green and pink, full bias back, sailor collar with
January sale.........c...00

frill; regular $1.75.

NSNS NS

$1.25

DIES’

A

DRESSING GOWNS—German flannel, colors green,

blue and red, full bias backs, yoke lined with flannel, deep

;  regular $2.75.
January sale $2.2
LADIES’ DRESSING JACKETS in French and German Flan-

collar trimmed with braid

nel, colors pink, white, blue

sale

and red, full box backs, collar

trimmed with lace, full sleeves with deep cuffs;: $ 1 90

regular $3.50. January

PP

PN NSNS NS

DAVID SPENCER, LTD.

At

worthy of note is thé abandonment of
the schemes for a cabinet and of the
proposed-sconsolidation of the council
of customs affairs with the new board
of finance, probably“because of foreign
opposition to further interference with
the customs administration.

The edict itself thinks that the great
difficulty which has been encountered
in the reform movement ig ‘‘worship
of the past,” for nowhere does the dead
hand weigh mere heavily upon the liv-
ing than in China, and the first essen-
tial to success in a mew movement is to
show either that it'is not an innova-

tion or at least that it is no hostile to

the spirit fathers.
One Man, One Officer.

The chief feature in the edict is the

manifest endeavor to approach the
ideal of “one man, vne office.” Equally
fmportant is: the abolition of the use-
less multiplication of offices, and, with
the exception of the board .of foreign
relations, whose composition can. not
be changed without permission from
the powers, there will henceforth be
only one head to ‘each of the ggvern-
ing boards.
. Some of the old designations are
quite obsalete and the titles have been
modernized. The
ments was never fully described in the
title. It will now. be called the board
of law, ¢corresponding with our depart-
ment of justice. While the time is not
ripe for the establishment of a parlia~
ment, a partial substitute is afforded
by the appointment of a couneil “to
assist in government” which is to be-
“ome the mouthpiece of the people,
though they are not permitted to inma-
nate or elect its members. The censor-
ate is retained as a terror to corrupt,
incompetent omcla?. ;

The press is yet in its infancy in
China and is said to be characterized
by such venality .as to make it un-
wise to give it a full measure of lib-
orty. Some obsolete institutions have
been abolished or incorporated with
other boards, such as the-“court of
sacrificial worship,” the ‘“court of im-
perial entertainment,” the *court of
state cerémonial,” in all of which the
functions have been taken over by the
“poard of rights” and the “court of
the imperial stud;” which has been
taken over by the “board of the army.”

Marks Important Epoch,

“On the whole the edict rhust be re-
garded as marking one of the most
important epochs in China’s history
and while the sanguine will undoubt-
edly be disappointed in the results,
there seems no reason to. doubt that
the desire of the throhe and of many
patriotic officials for reforms is rmost
sincere and that some measure of im-
provement will follow. We may hope,
at least, that the changes now being

board of punish-.

inaugurated will prove to be but the
beginning of a movement that will
bring China into line with the most
pragressive nations of the world.”

A BURDETT-COUTTS STORY.

The late Baroness = Burdett-Coutts,
ever so ready as she was to unloose
the purse-string for the benefit of the
poor and needy, was always careful to
see that there was no imposition in
connection with her efforts to relieve,
Qwing to her great age she was un-
able, of course, to personally investi-
gate the needs of all applicants for
her help. Age, notwithstanding, she
whilst a resident in Highgate, a
northern suburb of Fondon, was in the
habit of visiting the poorer sort of
this quarter, and understood the con-
ditions in which most of them were
placed. ‘It sometimes happened that
she held out a helping hand, and had
a kindly word to say where many

swould have left the hapless ones to

their own resources.

On one such occasion (it was after
visiting a house in Highgate which
some would have passed by), a local
gentleman called on.  the baroness
and told her that, in his opinion, her
ladyship had made a mistake in going
to the house at all. “May I be per-
mitted to ask your ladyship,” enquired
the visitor, “whether you have not
made " a mistake in recognizing this
family in the North End Road”? To
this question there was no answer, but
a question from the Baroness instead.

‘Said she: “Before you go any further,

Sir, may I enquire whether you have
ever heard of the rich banking firm
of Coutts & Co., of London?" The
answer of the visitor was—*“Well,
your ladyship I have!” “Then par-
don me,” remarked the Baroness, “will
you allow me to ask you one more
question - before I answer yours?”’
‘“Most certainly,” was the inevitable
response. “Well, sir, the question is
this—do you know how that company
acquired so much wealth?” The visi-
tor, somewhat wuneasily said “Well,
your ladyship, the question is rather
a difficult one to answer.” “Not at all,
not at all,” interjected the Baroness,
with a 8uspicion of warmth. “The
reason is simply this—they have -al-
ways. been careful to mind their own
business.”

WOLVES AROUND IN
SASKATCHEWAN.

Saskatoon, Jan. 22.—A week or two
ago the dreaded grey wolf, starved
from scarcity of deer and other games
in th~ north, came down upon the re-
gioa of Batoche in great numbers and
were a terror to the people. They

‘chased two men, one of whom climbed
a tree where some of them howled un-
der him, ‘thirsting for his blood all
night long. The rest chased the other
man in close pursuit into his own
back yard, where' he found refuge.

Last week they appeared in large
numbers in Smithville, about five to
seven miles distant from Saskatoon.
Late in the week they attacked Jas.
Jackson, who was out driving with a
team. They stopped the team, blocking
up the trail, surrounding the horses,
the man and the sleigh. He feared that
he and his horses would have been eat-
en, He at length suddenly turned his
horses from the trail into the flelds,
galloped them off, got out of the circle
of blood-thirsty brutes and, getting on
the trail again, got safely home.

On last Friday night, not far from
the former scene of wolf activity,
ear & dwelling house, the inmates
about 9 o'clock heard a dreadful howl-
ing that made night hideous. Next
morning they discovered that they had
separated one horse from a bunch
chased him into where the snow was
deep, killed him, and devoured most
of the body.

These savages will doubtless be dan-
gerous after night, especially to women
and even men out singly making visit-
ations among the neighbors.

‘Where are some of the crack shots
of Saskatoon? Why not get up a com-
pany of brave hearts on horseback,
muke an expedition, scatter and des-
troy the: enemy of mankind, and re-
turn with laurels for their philan-
thropy?

MUSKRAT BUILDERS.

The House In the Meadow and How
It Is Construocted.

I have always been told that musk-
rat houses mean a severe winter. In-
stead of a sign of cold weather, the
muskrat hduse means simply that one
or more muskrats have chosen to live
in a low meadow or at the shallow
head of the pond, where there is no
chance to burrow underground = and
have a bedroom that cannot be flooded
by the high tides of winter.

These same muskrats, along the
steep banks of a river, would tunnel
into the earth and there dig a bedroom
out of reach of the highest flood. They
do not alwgys succeed, however, as
they are often washed out of their
winter beds by spring freshets.

The house in the meadow is usyally
built over a tall, stout tussock, whose
gragsy top forms the bed, Thig is dom-~
éd over, making a large room big
enough for one or for half a dozen, ac-
cording to the number of muskrats
sharing the work.s At least two open-
ings or dives lead from the bed into
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open water at the foot of the tussock
And this water never freezes, When
ice forms outside, the warmth of the
muskrats’ bodies is sufficient to keep
the doors free, through which the
dwellers shoot at instant alarm, for
these passages lead into winding bur-
rows and waterways that run far out
through the rich, rooty meadow.—
Country Life In America.

GLASS BRICKS THE LATEST.

The demand for hollow bricks and
building blocks for house construction
has induced glass manufacturers 1o
put hollow glass bricks on the market,
and they promise to be used extensive-
ly for novel and artistic effects. The
first glass bricks made proved a failure
on account of their cost, but the hollow
glass bricks can be made at much less
expense. They are lighter and stronger
than cty bricks, and are such excel-
lent non-conductors that walls built of
them are proof against dampness,
sound, heat and cold.

The bricks are sealed hermetically
when hot, and are placed in walls with
a colorless mortar made of special
glass. The binding strength of the
glass mortar is almost as great as the
bricks themselves.—Building Manage-
ment.

THE SEMI-READY STOCK-TAKING
SALE /

Today begins the great Stock-tak-
ing Sale at the Semi-ready Wardrobe
and B. Willlams & Co. are offering
unparalleled bargains in Semi-read)
clothing and furnishings.

Three thousand Semi-ready Suits
Overcoats and Raincoats are marke:
at prices that will turn them into ca=
as fast as the staff of thirty salesp«
ple can hand them, over the countvi-
This is an opportunity which the pe"-
ple of Victoria cannot afford to m'*
as Semi-ready stores have but oU'f
sale per year and at this sale a g¢!
eral cléearance is made to make ro
for immense shipments of New rf
Goods- which begin to arrive direct
after Feb. 1.

B. Willilams & Co. have on hand ¢
immense stock of boys’ two and thre
pilece suits and as they are reuri=
from the boy’s outfitting busines 1
prices on these boy’s suits have bt
marked so low that to see them fis !
buy, as no mother will be able to T
gist these tempting bargains. Eve!
article in the store has been marke
down to sale price and any intendin<
purchaser who leaves this big =
without buying will indeed be hard °
suit as this is the largest and fincs
stock of clothing and furnishings
British Columbia.

January sale ........ 50c

$1.501
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