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/ No deep ground 'hag been tested yet in 
the channel where gold might be expect­
ed, and the standing of thi Atlin country 
cannot be judged uati. such ground is 
opened. '*

Atlin Miners’ Justice Irving placed in the government's bona fides.
The whole thing is the boldest and most 
shameful outrage that has ever been per­
petrated on the people of a mining
in this or any other country. .

Let us look for a moment at the effect 
that this sort of thing is having on the 
business and labor interests of the dis­
trict. A poor fellow came to me the 
other day actually with tears in his eyes, 
after he had heard of the lay over till 
August 1. He told me he was moneyless 
and absolutely in want. He had been 
promised work oh-a claim on July 1 to 
continue till the end of the season. On 
the strength of this expectation he had 
received some credit from a merchant, 
and had been waiting several weeks: 
He was one of a patty of four, and he 
could see nothing ahead except 
tion or relief from the charitable. Sure­
ly this sort of thing stops little short of 
being criminal. Hundreds of men are in 
the same fix as the poor fellow whose 
plight I have described. Their lot is 
truly pitiful. The situation these succes­
sive lay overs have placed the merch­
ants in is deplorable. At the beginning 
of the season it was reckoned that when 
each of the five thousand or more 
claims that had been staked was repre­
sented by at least one worker there 
would be a very large business to be 
done in supplying them with provisions 
and all the other requirements of a min­
ing camp, and money must necessarily 
be comparatively plentiful, for the pay 
list would be large and the wages good 
as the bulk of the available labor would 
be required. With this prospect for the 
immediate future the merchants hurried 
in large stocks and extended credit to an 
extent that they would not otherwise 
have done. But all these expecta­
tions have been disappointed through 
the government’s action, and as will be 
easily understood, very great loss, pros­
pective as well as actual, has been sus­
tained. »

And what is the condition new? The 
condition is one of extreme uncertainty. 
No one believes that the government 
will act up to its promises even on Aug­
ust 1, except it may happen to fall in 
with the schemes of the plotters to do so, 

thing which is very unlikely. The 
opinion is prevalent that before the 1st 
of August arrives the announcement will 
be made that a lay over will be granted 
till next June, and that there will be no 
compulsory representation of claims this 
year. Thus a whole year will have been 
lost, the reputation of the district abso­
lutely destroyed, and untold hardship and 
loss inflicted on thousands of people.

In previous letters I have adverted 
to the position as regards hydraulic 
leases. The government is now in pos­
session of thousands of dollars which 
have been put up according to the Min­
eral act by applicants for hydraulic 
leases. Before a man can properly get 
an application before the government for 
an hydraulic lease he will be out of 
pocket for advances of rental, survey­
ing, recording, etc., etc., at least a cou­
ple of hundred dollars. The district is 
magnificently adapted for mining by hy­
draulic process, and great areas of the 
ground can never be profitably touched 
in any other way. Thus a great many 
applications have been made for hydrau­
lic leases, but not one has yet been 
granted, although the government still 
holds on to the money that has been put 
up in connection with them. There is 
no possible excuse for this delay on any 
grounds of public advantage, for not only 
is it woefully hindering the mining dë- 
Vélopmeüt of the district, but it is keep­
ing a small army of people out of em­
ployment. The conviction is being forced 
on the mind of the public that sinister 
motives are at the bottom of the govern­
ment’s inaction. Just as the unfortu­
nate creek claim holders were made 
ducks and drakes of by the shuffling with, 
the lay overs from liront h to month, so 
does it appear that a game is being 
played to “do" the applicants for leases. 
It would not surprise anyone here to 
learn any day that an order had been 
issued to reject all these applications, 
with the consequent loss of the thous­
ands of dollars of expense incurred by 
applicants. Or it may be the game to 
worry the applicant into a demand for 
the return of the money posted (which 
would represent only a fraction of what 
the application has cost them) and thus 
allow the ground to be thrown open to 
be re-applied for by those “in the $wim.” 
These things,- are so easily fixed by un­
scrupulous officials, and so flagrant has 
been the skull-duggery practised up to 
date, t hat there is no one who ' is not 
ready to believe that this crowning piece 
of executive rascality is not now in 
contemplation. The government has not 
a friend in this district to-day except 
those who appear to be thriving under 
the aegis of a “pull.” The fierce male­
dictions that one hears hurled against 
the government on every side are any­
thing but a pleasant feature of life in 
this district, and must give aliens resi­
dent here anything but a flattering idea 
of British Columbia rulers.

I am gratified to be able to conclude 
this letter with the statement that the 
reports of operations on the creeks have 

<bfeen decidedly better during the past few 
days. There is no doubt that on a good 
many of the claims the miners are do­
ing well. High water, however, is con­
tinuing to hamper operations considerab­
ly. I am convinced that had Atlin had a 
fair show this year; had the idiotic alien 
bill not been passed; had compulsory 
resentation been enforced

Greatest of . miners who are aecustomed to hard­
ships and difficulties of every description 
will provide means for securing the pre- 
^•^LS ^ust’ no ma-tter how inaccessible or 
difficult of development the country may 
bv. Undoubtedly the new discoveries 
will take hundreds and thousands of 
men from Dawson, who from various 

have failed to reach their expec­
tations here. The lower country offers 
every advantage to the miner, while on 
the other hand the continual encroach­
ments which the government has made 
upon the rights heretofore granted min- 
ers in, Canadian territory have disgusted 
and disheartened so many that they will 
gladly seize the opportunity to better 
their condidtions elsewhere. For the 
sake of these men in particular, the Nug­
get hopes that time will prove the full 
truth of the reported discoveries. The 
heartless brutality which has character­
ized the attitude of the government to­
ward the Yukon territory has sent many 
a man away from the territory in de­
spair. Should the Cape Nome country 
prove as good as reported, an object les- 

may be forced upon the attention of 
the Ottawa government which will com­
pel some measure of justice to be meted 
out to the Yukon tern tory,"

Dealing with the subject in its 
columns, the Nugget quotes a letter writ­
ten from Rampart City by Thomas Mar­
shall to his partner, Dr. H. L. Roagan 
of Dawson, bearing date of April 8. Af­
ter referring to mining affairs on the 
Minook and Koyukuk, Mr. Marshall 
says:

“The great rush of people toward St. 
Michael has’begun. All who could pro­
cure the means of winter travelling have 
gone on their thousand mile march, and 
all on that part of the river below here 
and at St. Michael have long ago started. 
The rush is solid. Gold is found in large 
quantities. One man writes that he took 
cut $2,800 in four days, unaided, with 
a common pan. The uepth is said to be 
only three feet. There will be a great 
rush from here as soon as the river 
opens unless something else turns up in 
this district meanwhile. I would like 
to join in the St- Michael rush, but know­
ing my property at Circle might not be 
represented, I will not unless I have an 
understanding with you.”

The remainder of the letter dealt with 
suggestions as to a partnership venture 
in the new ground, while in reference to 
the Koyukuk Mr. Marshall said fifty 
men had lately returned to Rampart 
Seoul then1, all heartily discouraged. 
They reported only one creek as produc­
ing pay dirt, and said that this slimmer 
the exodus from the neighborhood would 
be complete. Somewhat better reports 
were to hand from Hunter creek, where 
lb claims had developed dirt worth from 
five to twenty-five cents to the pan. Big 
Minrfhk, Hoosier and Russian creeks 
won- also showing up fairly well.

Still another letter was published from 
C. Andrews of Circle City, an old timer 
in the country, endorsing the reports 
from Cape Nome as correct.

Seattle’s
Petition. camp

At Atlin. Stampedes Gold Cargo.• • •
From another member of the delega­

tion it is learned xthat a reply may be" 
expected from the government by Mon­
day or Tuesday next; and from the man­
ner of the executive at the conference it 
is anticipated that the miners’ represent­
atives will not go back to Atlin empty 
handed.

“I think we will get a fair deal from 
the government,” said this delegate in 
question; “that is. if Joe Martin doesn’t 
get in’ his work.”

“Wasn’t the attorney general at 
interview?" was asked.

" Well," replied the delegate, with some 
hesitation, T understand he was in the 
city, bqt I didn’t see him at our inter- 
view. He wasn’t visible there.”

Delegates of the Miners Present 
Their Grievances to Pro- 

vinc.cl Government.

Klondike Miners Drawn to Cape 
Nome by Reports of Fab- 

ulous Strikes.

Where Called For He Will Per- 
sonally Visit Claims Be­

fore Decision.

causes
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Member for Cariboo Breaks 
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, of Justice.

Twenty-Five Dollars Levied 
Upon Each Claimant for 

Commission Costs.

Good Prospects at Big Salmon 
—Rich Men on the 

Seattle.

Estimates of Output Increase 
as the Gold is Brought 

Down.
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Mr. Hans Helgesen, M.P.P., with his 
fellow delegates from the miners and citi­
zens of the Atlin district—Messrs. Wil­
liam MeCraney, James A. MacKinnon, 
Dr Monro and Captain Langley—had a 
conference with the provincial executive 
yesterday morning, when they presented 
their grevances in a straightforward 
manner, Mr. Helgesen for the purpose of 
convenience, handing in the following 
memorandum:
“To the Honorable, the Executive Coun­

cil of the Province of British C-olum- 
bia.

Atlin, June 20.—Mr. Justice Irving 
opened the commission of investigation 
into disputed claims in this district on 
Monday morning in the large tent 
pied by the Presbyterian congregation- 
K. M. N. \V oods, the newly appointed 
stipending magistrate, was acting tem­
porarily as secretary of the commisison, 
pending the arrival of Mr. Bass, the of­
ficial secretary. Among the members of 
the bar present were Messrs. Gordon 
Hunter, Belyea, Victoria; R. McBride, 

Jones, Grant Campion and oth­
ers. There was a large attendance of 
miners and others.

Justice Irving, after reading his com­
mission, detailed the procedure he would 
follow, which would be similar in all 
cases. All parties to a dispute must have 
at least twenty-four hours’ personal no­
tice of the trial, wherever such notice 
was possible, and each party to a case 
must pay in $25 to meet the expenses of 
the commission. From the judge’s re­
marks it would seem that he is of the 
opinion that the investigation will be a 
very protracted one. He proposes wher­
ever necessary to make a personal in­
spection of the claims before rendering 
judgment, and intimated that the inves­
tigation would be continued daily until 
completed. While here Judge Irving will 
take up any Supreme and Countv court 
business that may be pending.

The investigation was then adjourned 
till tomorrow, in order to permit of the 
necessary notice being served on claim-

The exaction of $25 from each party to 
a disputed claim before the commission 
is drawing out a great deal of hostile 
criticism and bitter comment. Many of 
the claimants, and mostly those who 
have been here longest and consequently 
whose claims should be the soundest, 
but who have been at a constant outlay 
awaiting the long delayed arrival of the 
commissioner, are really not in a posi­
tion financially to put up this $25. The 
consequence will be that while the ex­
action may cause a few whose claims are 
unsound to refrain from troubling the 
commission with their cases and thus ef­
fect a -saving of time, the general effect 
will unquestionably be that of defeating 
the ends of justice, and investing the 
ownership of claims in jumpers who 
have no just rights to them.

But aside from this view of the case 
entirely (however important it may be, 
and it is of course very important), why 
should the legal owner of a claim be thus 
compelled to pay $25 more for his claim 
than he should do? Why should he be 
mulcted in costs and what amounts 
really to damages, on account of no 
wrong-doing of his own, but because of 
the rascally designs of criminal claim 
jumpers? It is true that the commission 
will cost the government some money, 
but it is surely a singular incident in 
the administration of justice in a Brit 
ish province, that a man is specially and 
heavily taxed for the maintenance of 
rights which the government has already 
assured him of, and to obtain which he 

,has already made payment to the govern­
ment in the way of license fees, record­
ing fees, etc.

I took the pains the other day to have 
the books in the government office here 
looked into, in order to find out what 
revenue will probably be obtained by 
the provincial treasury from this dis­
trict. Nearly 7000 records have already 
been riiade at $2.50 apiece; perhaps a 
quarter of that number of transfers at 
the same price; a large number of miners’ 
licenses, but most of the free miners op­
erating here took out their licenses at 
Victoria and Vancouver; traders’ li­
censes and liquor licenses amount to a 
big item; upwards of $42,000 worth of 
real estate has already been disposed of 
by tjie government in this city, and 
taking it altogether, a sum aggregating 
$100,000 or about that will be paid by 
the people of the district into the provin­
cial coffers this year. Surely, then, this 
additional tax of $25 apiece for the ad­
ministration of justsice to just claimants 
might have been Allowed to go. But no; 
there is a perfectly fiendish activity 
manifested here in the exaction of taxes 
of all kinds: it seems indeed to be the 
be-all and the end-all of officialdom in 
this district. It must be recollected that 
the officials here, in their anxiety to col­
lect revenue, are responsible to a large 
extent for the necessity of the appoint­
ment of this commission. The officials 
have continued to accept records of all 
kinds without question. There is rne 
claim on Pine creek which has been 
jumped, I am informed, no less than 17 
times, and the officials have accepted the 
fee for that same piece of ground 17 
times. They were not ignorant of what 
they were doing, but seemed rather to 
glory in the achievement.

Popular indignation against the latest 
thrust of the government at the mining 
industry in this district, namely, the 
holding over of all claims for a further 
period till August 1st, is very pronounc­
ed. The action is intended purely and 
simply to benefit speculators. No other 
reason under heaven can be assigned for 
it. In the beginning of the season it 
was announced that all claims must be 
represented on the ground either by the 
owners or their employees on the 1st of 
June, otherwise the claims would be 
open for re-staking. This decree hur­
ried hundreds of people into the country, 
but they were not the people “in the 
government ring.” These latter knew 
better. They saved themselves the both­
er and expense of attending to the gov­
ernment’s order, because they knew it 
would not be carried out.

There is a new chapter in the mining 
history of the Northland being written 
that when that great volume is 
pleted will be as fascinating reading 
any portion of that chronicle of marvels. 
Its text Is a stampede to the Cape Nome 
(or Gnome) gold fields—the largest, long­
est, maddest rush that the Yukon 
try, or indeed the world, has 
known.

ft was fully initiated when the Klon­
dike miners arriving here by the City of 
Seattle yesterday morning left excited 
Dawson, on the 14th and 19th instant, 
and an extra of the Nugget issued on 
the former date, estimated that upwards 
of two thousand people were at that time 
on the river, all having left Dawson 
within forty-eight hours, blackening the 
yellow Yukon with their multitude of 
boats.

The direct cause of the stampede is 
said to have been the arrival of a quar­
tette of miners from the new placer field 
headed by one Brenton, their coming be­
ing practically simultaneous with the 
receipt of the news via San Francisco, 
Seattle and this city, of the first dis­
covery reports from the St. Michael 
neighborhood.

Brenton and his companions had, how­
ever, much fuller particulars, and as their 
mission was to acquaint their personal 
friends in the Klondike with the good 
news, they brought nuggets and dust as 
tangible evidence corroborative of their 
report. The nuggets ran in value from* 
$20 to $110 and were said to be fair 
general samples—infinitely inferior to 
some others held at the’ river mouth. The 
dust was coarse and of high standard, 
resembling the Bonanza rather than the 
Eldorado product.

When these -couriers left Cape Nome, 
in latter March Snake river and its tri­
butaries had been prospected and par­
tially staked for a distance of 64 miles, 
gravel from the shallow bedrock hav­
ing been got that panned from $30 tq 
$40 and even $50—figures that even the 
richest claim in the Klondike comes far 
from approaching. •

Anvil and Snow creeks had grown bet­
ter and better with every stroke of the 
four partners on Anvil taking out $3.200 
in two days, while four others working 
on Snow creek washed $7,500 in two 
days, or almost a thousand dollars a day 
to the man. The richest ground of all 
was said to be in the lower affluents of 
the Snake, which enters Behring Sea 
at Nome City, just above Cape Nome; 
Anvil creek, a stream hàving its cource 
in the Anvil mountains!, and feeding 
Snake river about thirty miles up, is said 
to have an immense paystreak of some­
what less value but infinitely greater 
body Pear Creek being the Bonanza and 
the Anvil the Eldorado of the region.

One miner on California creek, too, is 
said to haVe secured $6,000 in les than 
a week, his collection of nuggets run­
ning in worth from $6 to $142, the “big 
beauty” being the finest individual 
specimen yet brought out of the 
fields.

News of this character was well cal­
culated to inflame such a city as Daw­
son in mid-June, its population presenting 
the sharpest contrasts of wealth and 
want possible of conception—the mine 
owners who had just completed their 
wash-up, with gold to throw to the birds; 
the ten thousand men who had been too 
late getting in to secure claims or work 
in the Klondike, and waiting idly and 
empty-pocketed for some happy chance 
to enable them to get out of the country 
which for them had contained nothing 
but misfortune.

On to Cape Nome” was a magic cry 
for all, the lucky ones seeing in the new 
field the possibilty of writing themselves 
millonaires, and the unlucky hoping that 
at last their chance had come. Every 
available craft was quickly pressed into 
service, and the steamer Sovereign 
having with the Nugget’s expert on the 
13th is said to have charged as high as 
$1,000 for passage to the new ground, 
prospectors supplying their own blan­
kets and grub for the trip.

Lippey, of Seattle, the owner of 16 
Eldorado, whose clean-up for the season 
was over $300,0000, made up a party-of 
twenty of his employees, and was among 
the first to set out for the Yukon mouth. 
Piggot and Hall, his neighbors of 17 El­
dorado, followed suit. Steamers, row­
boats, canoes, rafts, anything that would 
float, crowded the river; storekeepers 
deserted their places of business: profes­
sional men forsook their offices; one of 
the variety theatres closed its doors re­
luctantly at the height of the clean-up 
harvest—-because the company had flitted 
in the night to Cape Nome. ,

I* wa,s0th.e great rush up to the Klon­
dike in 1896 repeated, with compound in­
terest.

By the Dawsonites the news from 
Cape Nome was received with every ex­
pression of satisfaction, for it was hailed 
as an opportunity for relieving the city 
of its unemployed and unfortunate, while 
at the same time many Americans were 
delighted to hear of a district of equal 
richness with the Klondike and under 
their own flag, where the injustices of 
Cantdian officialdom could not prevail.

In the editorial columns of its regular 
issue of the 14th, the Nugget-printed the 
following, taking care at the same time 
in its news department to caution the 
public against accepting the reports from 
the river mouth unproven:

“As detailed exclusively in Saturday’s 
extra of the Nugget, a new and rich dis­
covery has been made on the American 
side. In order thath the truth might be 
given to its readers at the very earliest 
moment, a special representative of the 
Nugget was despatched upon the steamer 
Sovereign to investigate the Cape Nome 
diggings and report as quickly as pos­
sible. Meanwhile corroborative evidence 
is being brought to light in the shape of 
letters received in Dawson from the 
lower country, and it appears at this 
time that there is strong ground for be­
lief that the richness of the ‘new Klon­
dike’ has not been exaggerated. From 
reliable sources the information is ob­
tained that the diggings are shallow, and 
the pay plentiful. There are features 
About the new country, however, which 
will make it far more difficult of devel­
opment than the Klondike. The winter 
is more severe and the time during which 
work can be prosecuted is much shorter 
than in this country. These considéra, 
fions will not affect the result provided 
the gold is there. The ingenuity of the

Dawson pews by the Seattle 
chiefly with the just completed cleanup, 
the estimates of which run from $20,- 
000,000 to $36,000,000—the latter figure 
being put forward by Captain Ritchie, 
maiine superintendent for the Canadian 
Development Company. The bulk of the 
gold it is said will as of yore come out 
via St. Michael, while the Cape Nome 
discoveries will take many in that di­
rection who had had all their plans laid 
for the upper river trip. If they ban visit 
a new gold field in passing so much 
the better. Those miners who reached 
here yesterday say that Piggott and Hall 
of 17 Eldorado have probably the larg­
est cleanup of the season, with almost, 
if not quite, half a million. Lippey has 
also done well on 16, and McArthur of 
this city has washed out upwards of 
$150,000 a"t 33 on Dominion creek.
Seattle among her seventy-five miners 
from the North had probably $250,000, 
all told, the purser acknowledging the 
custody of about $100,000. The most 
fortunate of the passengers were F. Con­
rad and Thomas Blake, the owners of 
15 above on Bonanza and 11 Eldorado. 
-They have a third partner named Bruce 
Who came down on the Farallon and it is 
understood that the trio took $150,000 
in all out of their properties this season.
I hey do not bring the money in dust, 
however—bank notes and drafts are good 
enough for them.

A. L. Spotts, who has a claim on Hun­
ker and another on Last Chance, brought 
ip avoirdupois pounds of dust up the 
river, thus being the heaviest individual 
sack, while A. Bouillon, a neighbor, had 
about $30,000 in bank paper. Ike 
Swartz, the ex-catcher of the Portland 
baseball nine, who went into the Klon­
dike only a year and a half ago with 
less than $100 to his name, returned 
with $26,000 in gold and drafts for a 
further large amount. H. Stevens and. 
wife are credited with $10,000; H. GV 
George with $7,000; P. A. Ande, the 
owner _of a bench claim on Eldorado, 
with $5,000—and numerous smaller win­
ners. The list of passengers who had 
been received from the Dawson steamer 
Rideout included a majority of the above 
with the following: L. A. Gowe, S. H. 
Cahsey, G. A. F. Williams, W. L. 
Doyle, L. Halstead, D. II. Peters, F. A. 
Victor, John A. Scott, J. O. Jackson, 
T. Isaacson, Y. W. Sholin, Lewis Neil, 
John Ogilvie, John Isaacson, George 
Chilton, Philip Clarkson, J. C. Garvey, 
J. A. Covington, John Dennett, F. J. 
Dunn, Mrs. J. Shuster, D. A. Walker, 
W. P. and Mrs. Ellingen, S. P. Blair, R., 
Stocks, L. Carroll, Fred C. Walker, 
John Flanaghan, H. E. Hammond, Tho­
mas, Blake, Francis J. Barry, D. A. 
Garvin, M. W. Moyie, F. M. Terry, 
Théo. Eggert. J. B. Goff, F. C. Miller. 
P. J. McMullen, John Y. Ostrander and 
R. L. Sutherland M. Do. Of these Dunn 
is the head of a party of five who have 
been working for wages and come out 
with some $4,000 each; Stocks is a Cali­
fornia ftuit rancher who has been see­
ing the north country; Ostrander is the 
well known ex-judge of Seattle, who has 
been very fortunate in the North; and 
Dr. Sutherland is a California gentle­
man who haq been ill for several months 
and has formed a very pessimistic opin­
ion of the Klondike. He says there 
ten thousand men ::i P.v,v.ic:: v.;:hout 
money in their pockets and unable to get 
work: that carpenters command but $2 
a day in the heart of the Klondike; that 
from 1,500 to 2,000 have applied to Col. 
White for transportation out; and that 
there is no work for half of the people 
now in the field.

Others of the Rideoydds people praise 
her for a smart and ‘'Waworthy” river 
boat. She broke in her false deck at 
Five Fingers and had a second misad­
venture at Thirty Mile (where the Dom- 
ville met her fate) but came through all 
right, overhauling and beating out the 
W. K. Mervin on the way. In the 
Klondike there is no longer any un­
staked ground on any of the likely creeks 
or benches, while the authorities have 
caused general consternation on Eldor­
ado and Bonanza by the issue of an edict 
that no further staking or re-location 
on .creek claims or benches will be per­
mitted—this closing down of the creeks 
being without any apparent cause and 
for an indefinite period. In local news 
the Dawsonites report the presentation 
of the committee of investigation upon 
the recent fire, of which Commissioner

T a nTT>e> iTTYTTimv Ogilvie was chairman, placing the blame
LADIES AUXILIARY. for the delay in getting the fire èngine to

TViV=t vr T" x -r, tt , , . work upon the fuel and completely exon-First Business Meeting to Be Held at erating engineer Push. Frank Raphael
the City Hall on Wednesday. won his long promised battle with Dick

-----  Agnew on a foul in the eleventh round
ine first business meeting of the com- and Tucker won his wrestling match 

mittee of the Women’s Auxiliary, Royal with ease from his rival Simpson. The 
Jubilee hospital, will be held on Wednesday Dawsonites are already moving toward 
next, Instead of Tuesday, as at first adver- securing adequate representation at the 
tlsed, in the City hall, at 2:30 p.m. prompt- ftAfis exposition, and the friends of 
ly. Notices will be sent to the regffiar Thistle creek are rejoicing in its having 
committee, but all those interested have Proved up on a par with expectations, 
the privilege of attending, especially the In speaking of the affairs of the North, 
nn07hA .ÏL1."»1!'!t0 U-Ddertake w,ork where he has just made the record up- 
Wslting and sewing eanvassing, river trip with the steamer Victorian.

The business to be attended to will be Capt. Ritchie says his estimate of an 
the establishment of by-laws, the appoint- output of $36,000,000 is based upon Fo­
ment of sub-committees and the distribut- liable information. At White Horse Mr. 
In?*of^l8tr,cts for canvassing. N. D. Macaulay of this city is

At the annual meeting of the board of eratimr hath trnrmrovo u,,/ n-ui, •" directors it was proposed that an advisory “g ^ A 7 ’ *?ut .J*1*? no. in’
committee of women be appointed to confer crease in iates. Almost all the river 
with the committee of ways and means, steamers have had some few holes punch- 
appointed by the board, touching the main ed in them, but with the exception of the 
urgent needs of the hospital and the best Domville none have been wrecked nr equfpnmnt.furtbering seriously injured. The Vict Jh°er 

The members of the Women’s Auxiliary *.ast trlP UP covered 452 miles agaifist 
are extremely grateful at the cordial re- rne current m less than four days, 
eeption tendered to them by the board, 
and will do all in their power to assist 
and farther concerted effort. If the direc- The workman often eats his lunch on the 
tors will -secure the interest and support same bench where he does his work. The 
of the men of Victoria it is certain that office man turns his desk into a dining 
they will find encouragement and inspira- table. Neither gets the out of doors exer­
tion frpm the women, eighty of whom else he needs, neither takes the proper time 
are* already enrolled as active members of foi^veating. It is small wonder that the
this society. digestion of each gets out of order. In

--------------- o--------------- such cases Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets
Columbia University gives its highest i*onîe, f° *helr asistance by aiding nature 

honorary degree, that of LL. D., to Carl r v dSehurz at its recent commencement. He of the world i/coLstluatton. ° From thla^ne
has already received thus degree from cause come indigestion: disorders of the
Harvard university and from the Uni- stomach, liver and kidnevs ; biliousness, 
versity of Missouri, and is a member of headaches, flatulence, heartburn, impurity 
tt M^husetto Historical Society and To KÆgS
the American Philosophical Society. is a nttle thinsr. "and a little thing will

—————o--------------- cure it. The ‘Pleasant Pellets” are tlnv-
For anv case of nervousness, sleep- sugar-coated granules. They will perfectly 

Iessness, weak stomach, indigestlion, tbf worst case of constipation and
dvKnensifl trv Li tip Nerve Pill* indigestion. If the druggist tries to sell

voa 8°me other pill that pays him greater Relief is stit^.' The only nerve medicine profita, just think of what wilt best pay 
for the price in the markets you.

dealso
A CHANCE FOR PROFIT. com-

From the Rossland Miner. occu- as son
Iron is chasing copper in the quotations, 

and although there Is no danger of the 
former immediately catching up with the 
!&ter, atm the price is so high that there 
must be a big profit at present in manu­

al it. Iron mines here and there
wnich were abandoned are being re­
opened and are to be re-worked because 
of the advance in this commodity. This 
is a situation which the people of this 
province should take advantage of, and 
turn into iron some of the ore which can 
be fonnd in such profusion in several 
places in this province. The manufactur­
ing of iron is one field which is not occu­
pied on the entire Pacific Slope from Cape 
Horn to the Behring Sea. There is not a 
single important iron making plant in all 
these thousands of miles. It is true that 
there is a small charcoal furnace at 
Oswego, Ore., a few miles from Portland. 
There is a small vein of hematite iron. 
The ore from this is produced by means of 
charcoal, and nearly all the product is 
used in the manufacturing of water pipe. 
There is a small furnace near Port Towns­
end, which is owned by the Union Iron 
Works of San Francisco. This plant, 
when it is in operation, and this is only 
occasionally, obtains the iron ore that it 
reduces from Texada Island, which is on 
this side of the boundary line.

On the west coast of Vancouver Island, 
on Barclay Sound, there are deposits of as 
tine iron as can be found in the world. 
It has been analyzed by some of the best 
analytical chemists, and is declared to be 
equal, and. in some respects, better than 
the best Cuban iron, 
posits are 
quarter from
fluxes are to be found in the immediate 
neighborhood, and coal in abundance is 
close at hand. All the necessary facilities 
are close at hand for the cheap production 
of iron, and the ocean which furnishes the 
cheapest known transportation is only a 
few miles away. On Texada Island there 
are large deposits of iron and of good 
quality, and the conditions there are very 
favorable for the making of Iron.

As for a market, there are the countries 
bordering on both sides of the Pacific 
Ocean. These should consume mote than 
many iron smelting furnaces could turn 
out. It must also be taken into considera­
tion that the market Is one that is con­
stantly increasing, and with the long haqj 
to the Coast from the Iron manufacturing 
sections of the East and the journey 
around Cape Horn in favor of the Pa­
cific Coast producer, it would seem that in 
a very short time he would have a mon­
opoly of the business, provided he could 
make enough to supply the current re­
quirements. Men everywhere are ready 
to embark In enterprises where* it looks 
as though the field which they are about 
to enter is crowded so that there seems to 
be no room for them. Here is an enter­
prise In which the pioneer would have a 
monopoly for a long time perhaps, and in 
which he would be certain to makè a 
great deal of profit. It is an industry 
which would in a‘ few years yield a larger 
profit than the present output of the 
Kootenays. Carnegie made $200,000,000 in 
a few years in the iron business. Can a 
lode mining man be pointed out to-day who 
made/thnt vast sum in mining gold and 
silver. In this iron business there is a 
splendid opportunity for men who will take 
hold of it in the right manner. It will 
require a lartre amount of capital, but 
then the resulting profits will be something 
phenomenal.

In connection with this It is interesting 
to know that there is a bounty paid on 
iron manufactured in Canada, 
tory of these bounties is told in the Mon­
treal Herald as follows: Bounties on iron 
production were first offered by the Do­
minion parliament in 1883, when Sir 
Leonard Tilley was hopeful that outside 
capital would flow into Canadian invest­
ments in millions as a result. Undoubted­
ly representations had been made to him 
and to the other members of the govern­
ment looking to the establishment of iron 
furnaces in Canada, in addition to those 
already in operation in Londonderry, 
Woodstock, New Brunswick and Three 
Rivers. Some of the Liberal leaders, who 
were slightly skeptical as to the inrush of 
millions, werp taken severely to task by 
Sir Charles Tupper, who gave it to be un­
derstood that millions upon millions of 
outside capital were finding their way 
into the country to his personal knowl­
edge. Sir Leonard Tilley, like all others 
who have given any attention "to the sub­
ject, felt that there was a fair possibility 
of developing a great iron industry in the 
Dominion, since it was well known that 
numerous discoveries of large bodies of 
iron ore had been made from time to time. 
Sir Leonard thought a fair chance would 
be given to capitalists, if the bounty were 
put at $1.50 a ton for three years, and 
$1 a ton for three years more, and the 
house accepted his view. In 1886 another 
act wns passed. ; extending the bounties 
until 1892. But two years before the time 
limit had been reached further legislation 
had been introduced.'-extending the period 
to 1897, and increasing the bounty to $2 
a ton. Again in 1894^ the term was ex­
tended to 1899. In the rearrangement of 
the tariff made by the Liberals in 1897, 
the duty on pig iron was lowered, to the 
end that the iron used in all manner of 
commercial and industrial purposes might 

-nmp rpn«nn he elfranened. while an almost complete 
\fqn„ • . * X. . ‘ compensation wns made to the smelters byMany merchants in view of the promises increasing the bounty to $3 on pig iron 
which were made to the men of employ- made from Canadian ore. iron’made from 
ment, extended them credit for supplies foreign ore receiving a bonntv of $2 a ton. 
to keep them from starvation. All of *àIr- F»eldinff has now secured the approval 
this is now pure loss to them because the^ b_?îh si(les in Parliament to a resolution 
men hnvn nnt Wn omniLr J Providing for the gradual extinction of thenm111nvitlin4 * been employed, and no bounty system, the bounty becoming lees

mploj me nt new seems probable or pos- and less each year after 1902, until it disap- 
sible, except the immediate opening of po«rs altogether in 1907. 
the closed season is ordered. The amount paid by the country in

“Hydraulic Leases —The delnv nf the bounties since the inauguration of t-he "ovprnmpn in IIü,, ^ i 5 * u «vstem. that L to say. in 16 years, or a
government in the issue of leases for hy- uttle less is $1.107,530. on a total produe-
draulie mining has prevented the em- lion of 615.153 tons, 
ployment of a great many men in the 
necessary work of prospecting the leases 
with a view to determining their value, 
and to ot>tam the necessary data for 
floating their companies next winter.

“It has also had the sad effect of driv­
ing out capital. Numerous capitalists 
have come here with almost unlimited 
capital behind them, willing to invest, 
but have gone out in disgust, not being 
able to acquire ground, as the govern­
ment has refused to grant le 

“We therefore earnestly hope that the 
government will at once remedy this 
evil by granting hydraulic leases when 
applied for, and recommended by the gold 
commissioner.

newscoun-
ever

“Gentlemen: I have been delegated
by the merchants and other business 
men of Atliri City and district to lay be­
fore you, in conjunction with a delegation 
from ihe working miners of the same dis­
trict, certain matters of grievance that 

weighing heavily upon the industries 
and general prosperity of the district 
which I have been chosen to represent.

“I. cannot believe that the government 
is cognizant of the loss, hardship, and 
suffering which have been occasioned by 
several acts of your administration in the 
Atlin district.

“Disputed Claims.— The unfortunate 
tangle which took placé in the recorder’s 
office at Atlin last fall has been the oc­
casion of much trouble and delay in min­
ing operations in the district, and this 
has been greatly aggravated by the delay 
which has taken place in the opening of 
the inquiry of your judicial commissioner 
appointed to settle the existing disputes. 
The inquiry- has now been opened, how­
ever, and we are hopeful that there'will 
be a speedy settlement of the disputes as 
to claims.

“But in the opinion of myself and of 
the people whom I represent, it is un­
fair and unjust" to force just claimants, 
whose cases may come before the com­
missioner, to pay $25 to have established 
the right which the law already gives 
them. This exaction is sure to result in 
injustice, for many claimants are mon­
eyless and their just claims on this ac­
count alone will be sacrificed. The rule 
should be established at least that where 
a claimant makes good his case the 
money paid in should be returned. In 
any case we believe the charge to be too 
heavy.

“Another matter in this connection, the 
the gold commissioner should

are

The
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qot more than a mile and a 
n tide water. All the accessary
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“DENVER ED.” MATCHED.

The Pugilist Returns to the Ring and 
Will Fight an Iowa Gunner.powers of

he so enlarged that he will be enabled 
hereAfter to settle all disputes as they 
may arise, otherwise if he is compelled 
to accept any record that is offered him 
as in the past, and then ties up all claims 
that are in dispute, the same difficulty 
that has arisen in the past will be repeat­

's ed in the future, to the .great loss of 
all the community.

“The Close Season.—One of the most 
harmful and disheartening features of 
your administration in the district has 
been the successive extensions you have 
made of the close season on placer mines. 
The date first set for the open season to 
begin was June 1; it wae next changed 
to June 15; then to July 1; and now it 
is announced that the season will not 
open until August 1, a period so late in 
the year as to appear really ridiculous to 
the working miner. We have no hesi­
tation in asserting that at no time has 

< there been any just reason for these de­
lays. Your honorable body cannot he 
aware of the suffering and loss inflicted 
oil the miners and business men of the 
district by these repeated delays, and a 

"unanimous demand goes forward from 
Atlin that a date several weeks earlier 
than August 1 should even now be set 
for the open season to begin. There have 
been, we understand, some 5,000 or 6,000 
claims, recorded in the district, and 
many hundreds of working miners came 
in at great expense early in the season, 
fully expecting that as al! these claims 
must be represented, each by at least one 
man,
ployment on and after that date, and 
there undoubtedly would have been ex­
cept for the postponeme*t of the open 
season. Many miners were really en­
gaged to work, or were promised work, 
hut when the closed season by proclama­
tion of the government was extended, the 
owners of the claims did^aot employ the 

— , men, and so they have been compelled to 
remain from week to week and from 
month to month so far during the whole 
of this season in complete idleness and 
under conditions where living is extreme­
ly expensive.

“All this was disheartening in the ex­
treme. The merchants had put in large
stocks of goods in view of the large__
ployment of men which the operation of 
the 5,000 or 6,000 claims would occasion 
but they have been disappointed and their 
interests sacrificed for the

“Denver Ed” Smitn, the heavyweight 
pugilist, who, since leaving Victoria, has 
been keeping a saloon in Seattle, and 
Tom Costello, a gunner of the battleship 
Iowa, now in the Port Orchard drydock, 
have agreed to sign articles for a ring 
fight, to take place near Seattle between 
July 12th and 15th. The fight will be for 
a purse of $1,000, and the number of 
rounds will be limited, 
will go to the winner.

Costello is the champion pugilist 
aboard the Iowa. He is a big fellow, 
and will weigh in condition, close to the 
200-pound notch. He has won numerous 
fights, and has on more than 
sion faced Tom Sharkey, the ex-bluejack­
et, in the ring, before the latter blossom­
ed forth as an aspirant for the heavy­
weight championship. He is backed for 
good round sums by several of the naval 
officers now at Port Orchard who 
acquainted with his hitting powers. Cos­
tello is a California boy, it is said. He 
has been known as the “Southern Cy­
clone."

"Denver Ed” Smith lias the reputation 
of being a game fighter and a hard hitter. 
He has met several of the best heavy­
weights in the country, and has acquitted 
himself well. He is confident that he 
will be able to settle Costello's ambi­
tions in short order.

The purse for the fight will be put up 
by the International Boxing Chib, of this 
city, a recently organized combination 
of sporting men, although a 
sport offered a purse of the same size to 
the fighters.

The fight will take place either in or 
near Seattle, or across the Sound at 
the dfydoek. The Costello men are very 
anxious to have it at Port Orchard.

train at Port Orchard 
and “Dent’er Ed” in this city. The fight 
will mark Smith’s re-appearance in the 
ring. He says that if he bests Costello 
he will be ready to meet any other tight­
er in the state who may offer.

Several bouts between fighters of minor 
importance will precede the big fight. 
One will be for a $250 purse between 
Patsy Riordan, a gunner on the Iowa, 
a clever lightweight, and “Indian Joe" 
Gregg, who recently vanquished “Bib- 
by,” the colored lightweight.—Seattle

The whole purse

one occa-
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there would be abundance of em-
Tacoma

Costello will

cm-

rep- 
on June 1, 

and had hydraulic leases been issued as 
they should have been, this district would' 

be experiencing a greater prosperity 
than any other district in the province, 
and _ instead of what some people seem 
justified in describng as a failure, we 
would this year have made such a record 
as would have added immensely to the 
attractiveness of British Columbia 
field for mining exploitation.

o

now
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ON BIG SALMON.

Scurvy Driving the Miners From That 
Once Promising District.

J. J. Churchley of Portland, E. L. 
Funk of Los Angeles, and their partners 
—Grant C. Allen of Sharpsburg, Pa.; 
J. N. Hamer of Los Angeles and M. A. 
Elliott of the same city, have been pros­
pecting the upper reaches of the Big 
Salmon. They found mnch good hy- 
draulicing ground and some fair placers 
and would not have come nut had not 
scurvy played sad havoc with the party, 
one of whom' Churcnlev dragged on a 
hand sled 55 miles to the nearest point 
of navigation. He himself hnd the ex­
perience of falling over a 50-foot cliff 
into a rapid river, to swim for life and 
successfully, with a heavy pack on his 
hack.

All of the through passengers by the 
Seattle agree that the White Pass and 
Yukon road will he ready for operation 
through to Bennett: by the 15th of July. 
Four miles are graded past the Summit, 
and the Bennett end is ready for the 
rails.
complete the line—or would at the time 
Cant. Ritchie came by.

Of the excursionists making the round 
trip on the Seattle, quite a number are 
well known here, among them Mrs. Dod- 
well, wife of the senior member of the 
firm of Dodwell & Co.. Ltd.; Mrs. 
Woolsey of Tacoma: Miss Hill, a daugh­
ter of the Oregon senator; and Mr. and 
Mrs. A. D. Charlton of Portland.

STREET SPRINKLING.

Notice of an Effort to Confine it to the 
Business Portion of the City.

Aid. MacGregor will move at Monday 
evening’s meeting of the council as fol­
lows :

“That whereas it is expedient that the 
business portion of the city be kept more 
thoroughly sprinkled,

“And whereas, the city does not deem 
it advisable to purchase another sprink­
ler this season ;

“Therefore, be it resolved, that the 
operations’ of the sprinkler be confined 
to within the following business dis­
tricts: Commencing at the corner of 
Fort and Blanphard streets, thence 
north along Blanchard street to Pan­
dora street, thence west along Pandora 
to Douglas, thence north along Doug­
ins to Cormorant street, thence west 
along Cormorant street to Store street, 
thence south along Store street to John­
son street, thence east along Johnson 
street to Wharf street, thence west along 
Wharf street to Government street, 
thence north along Government street to 
Broughton street, thence along Brough­
ton street to Douglas street, thence north 
along Dongles to Fort street, and thence 
east along Fort street to the point of 
commencement: and that the city engi­
neer be instructed to divide the city into 
two sections and allot one sprinkler to 
each."

now op-

ases.
Th*y got the 

“tip.” It was a valuable “tip,” too. for 
many claim owners who found it impos­
sible for one reason or another to be rep­
resented on the 1st of June were in a 
hurry to sell out before jhat date 
to get their monev out while the claims 
yet belonged to them and could not be 
re-staked. Not so the “birds of prey” 
who were in with the

-o“H. HELGESEN,
’On behalf of the merchants, business 
men and miners of Atlin district.”

Mr. Helgesen—a vétéran miner him­
self says that while the Atlin district is 
unquestionably valuable gold territorv, 
"its worth is

government 
crowd. They were around picking up the 
claims of the unfortunate ones for a song, 
well knowing that there wns no inten­
tion of enforcing representation on jnne 
1. As the first of Jnne approached, the 
government order laying over the claims 
till July 1 was issued just in the nick of 
time to be of most service to the favored 
ring. And the same sort of thing wns 
renewed in view of the order for the 
1st of July. Hundreds of claims were 
snapped up for a trifle, and now the 
claims are laid over again till August 1. 
The whole thing is a shameful misuse of 
executive power. The people have been 
fooled twice, and no trust whatever is

.. as yet undeterminable, for
the reason that it has not been one-quar­
ter prospected. Its output of gold, too, 
would be many times multiplied were it 
not for the amateur way in which the dis­
trict's being worked. The inexperi­
enced miners are merely --“gophering”— 
he has seen no worse mining at any time 
or place. The men do not know the pro­
per way to go about the opening of their 
claims, and will not ask—hence it is that 
much time, money and labor have been 
hteraHy wasted, and the district h-s be -n 
‘«idly misjudged by the experimenters.
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