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Clan says : - “]More than half o
comes from'neglect to fortify the-

of climate, weather apd food
th is to keep the condition of the-
lar and uniform, so that changes:
Dry to Damp, etc., cannot upset
pdy and breed disease.’”

ive and. well-known, that there
assistant for the 8tomach as

ION BITTERS,

_‘ bod used b; all classes ot people
¢ Btomach out of order.”
¢ Plantatien Bitters are certain

e Stomach, sét all its machinery-
ln!!':-throw»o‘m nery:

h to yau, for I verily believe 3h
Baved my life.
fo'H. WaAGGONZR, Madrid, N,Y.”

tend me two bottles more'of . thy-
Wile has been greatly benefited:

d
A4 Cuzzix, Philadelphia, Pa.”
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ven ‘the - Plantation Bitters to
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‘County Court - luw.

aware of the mixed up, muddied state
in which this portion ‘of the law is.
To draw attention to it, we republish
to-day;, a letter which appeared in our
colamns on the 23rd day : of January
last. It sufficiently ventilates thesub:
ject to render it unnecessary for us to
dwell Jonger on the point, "The truth
is, 0o one bus a lawyer can find bis way
through the labyrinthine mazes of the
The ordinary

de &t 2o Clinton
Hudson & Menety.co.eeseeseeseinsensocasnes New York
¥. Algar. Sdose 11 Clement’s Lane, London
- 80 Cornhill,London
San Francisco

Iy an article which appeared in Tues~
day morning’s impression of this journal
we hastily sketched a plan upon which
it seemed te us expedient to remodel our
County Court system. - Toeday we pros
pose discussiog at greater length the de~
tails of the scheme, with a view to show

more clearly the benefit that may be ex-
pected to flow from it ; not only to the
public in the way of having . their busi-
ness more efficiently attended to, but also
to the revenne. 1t will be remembered
that we soggested that some of the County
Court officers should be paid partly by
fees, that is to say, s percentage on the
fees collected. At the first blash this
may-appear objectionable ; a little reflec-
tion, however, will convince anyone that
po better method conld be adopted for
securing the collection by the officers of
the Court of all fees that onght to be
collected, and the consequent payment
into the Colonial exchequer of the pro-
portion payable to the Government
Under the present system, we may say,
withont imputicg snytbing more than
carelessness, that returns that should ,be
made for the Proteetion of the public, 8s
for ir n the-case ol Joint Stock
- be exaeted gnd ought to be, and returns
thereof made, are overlooked, to the loss
of the revenue, By giving the efficers
of the Court a direct pecuniary iaterest
in the collection of the proper fees, ac»
cording to .all experience there will be
bat little probability of any being loss ;
but it may be said, by giving the officers
of the Court a proportion of all fees they
may collect you hold out a premiom for
extortion from nnfortauate litigants, To
obviate any such result we .propose tbat
eaah Deputy or District Registrar shonld
make quarterly retarns to the Registrar,
and the Chief Clerk being paid partly
by fees, would, out of respect to his own
interest, scrutinize the retaras very closely
and see that fees returnable by th® dep~
aties and sall other fees are paid ; and
the Chief Clerk in tarn would be subject
to the supervision of the Registrar,
wWhose pay would be & fixed sum. Then
again the County Judge, baviog also un
interest in the fees, would direct the at~
and the Chief Justice
 surveillance over the
whole. The doub! plt of the system
would thas be proteetion to the public from
extortionate charges, and & security
that all ‘court fees, payable to the
revenue, would be paid. The County
Court Judges'should oceupy positions
in every T ‘asindependent as that
of the ohief gudges ‘of the Supreme
Court, We,
dence in declarin

1isalways a whole-

; but_we sllude. to their|?

. They should, like the
o5, hold ot g goos

Id

ocircumstances 8s

justify the suspension or removal from
office of one of the Supreme Judges,
The Registrar and Chief Clerks should
also hold office during good behaviour,
and be liable to suspension or removal
by the Governor only. To ensure uni
formity in practice, the proceedings of
_ the County Courts should be regulated
by the judges, the Chief Justice being
one; and the mode of conducting -the
business of the Court in its different
offices should be 'regulated by the
Registrars or any two of them, subject
to the orders of the Judges or any two
of them, a8 above, Each Registrar
should be the head of his own Depart.
ment, and, subjeet to the orders of the
Judges or sny two of them, buve
abgolute control over his own office.
If we had, courts combstituted in the
manner we bave indicated we would
be in & position to introduce a much
needed reform in the law as it affects
the County Courts: Perbaps very few

might | siate of she countey &

strar to his fees which | P

) not speak of indepen<|s
R ITE shckalitang
The controlling power of aié
oot

e theatre 8p 100 10r 8
{poverished but _inflaential :office-hunters:
‘Wheén once such men get office—no matter|

| ¢rdrs.. Sabsequent vacancies- should be filled

‘ r==wpﬁld~ _soon become mystified

highly unintelligible clause is inserted
in-our own ordinances to the effect that
‘g0 much of & certaim Act as is appli~
cable to the Colony, shall be in force
oto’ Without exception, the Aots inx
troduced are Euglish, to which no one
but & lawyer is likely to have access.
Bat if others could see and read them
for . themselves, the insurmouutable
difficalty would still exiet, viz,, what
part is applicable to the Colony ? and
what part is not? We suspect that
the framers of such concise aad unin-
telligible Aots as we refer to had not
a very clear idea themselves of what
they wished to do, and hence adopted
the vague language above quoted.
There is clap trap about legislation as
well as other things, and when mem-
bers of the Council are bent upon
doing something, but don’t know what
it is they want to reform, or bow to
do it, they generally wind up with a
veautifully vague and mysterious
clause like the above, or the words
‘and otherwise.” These last are 'sup-
posed to be very comiprehensive, 80
comprehensive, indeed as to make up
tor any deficiencies in the context
Now, the benefit that wonld result ftom our
scheme ig that we should then have proper
persons to act as Courts of J ustice, Sessions,
Chairmen ot Conrts, that public conveoience
renders very pecessary. To these Courts,
which would consist of a Chairman and the
other Justices tben assembled, appeals would
lie against the decisions of Magistrates. The
‘Court-should sit at least every three months
and its
justily the retention of a pumber ipen-
diary salaried Magistrates. ~If one or two
respectable and influential men were appointed
Justices of -the Peace in such places as it
‘might be pe¢essary to have Justices- of the
Peace, any cases that might arise would re~
ceive proper attention, and the Court may be
put to po expense. These men,of course,would
oot be professional men ; and if through
ignorance of the law any mistake is made
by them, the party aggrieved (if confirmed)
shall have the right to make an application
forthwith to tbe County Court Judge to be.
admitted to bail; and if such Jadge be dis-
satisfied with the decision of the Magistrate,
be shall have the power to release the pris:
oner on bail, conditional for his appesrance
at the ensaing Quarter Sessions. As to Vie-
toria, ber population and general importance
render it Decessary that a Stipendisry Magis-
trato-sbould be statioued there, As the other
towns inerease in size and importance tbe
same measure may be neceseary for them;
but in the present state of affairs it is simply
nonsense and useless exmvn%:nce 1o supply
them with psid magistrates. The Stipendiary
Magisirate in Victoria, whed stripped of his
owers and daties as County Court Judges
will still bave his bands full in performiog
‘the duties pertaibiog to that office aod actiog
as Superintendent of the Jail, a8 Ooroner and
as Police Commissioner. We close our ob-
geryations on this scheme by admitting the
reat _difficnlty that our present - fort
of Govercment lies in the way of making
any_reform, bowever. linuoh ::‘e_edgg. ' No one
oan dispute the propriety of patiiog compes
tent _in:u on the bench, but the stnmbling-
‘block is the unwillingness to deprive  exist«
ing Judges of their office. Private interests
. be too much pon‘:'ldpzqd‘in b‘lib
“do.something for ‘the public
y good reform is made at the
2 0f the interests of a fow. Kspeci-
s thig bold true in an English Crown
which ever has besn and ever will be

the | of politicat speculssion for all im~

how ill qualified they may be for it—there is|
no form of Government under which it is s0
difficult to remove them as the Government of
a Grown Colony, and British 'Columbia is to
all'intents and purposes & Crown Oolony.
They cannot be got rid of without compen-
sation. ‘Well, be it so. Let the Government
give them some money : give them some
land, sod let them go in peace.- Let some-
thing be done to meet the requiréments of the
times—viz., increased efficiency in the publio
gervice aud retrenchment in the expenditure.
And although we have expressed our con-
viction. that the office of Registrar should be
held by:a professional man—which opinion
we still hold—jyet to make provision for the
present County Court Judges whose services
woild: be dispensed with, wesay let them
have the option of such compensation a8 above
mentioned, or the position. of - Court Regis-

by-professional men only.

¢ ' ArLoAT I'—The wreck of the Dela-
ware floated at midnight on Wedoesday,
the * camels ' bearing their part of tke service
admirably. Yesterdsy the ‘Enterprise towed
the bark into Esquimalt, ‘where she will be
tepaired; :

" Agricultural and Horticai
Fo e aclety.

This Sosiéty ‘met: yesterdsy iu Bmith’s:
Hall, W F Tolmie, Esq, in the Chalf. Among’
the other gentlemen present w e
Messts Robert Burnaby; J D Pe: n, H.|
Jackson, J Fell, J P Davies; W858 Green,

| rested.by officer.

_ - Cudlip on. & oharge
baving in a disorderly manner in the publie
strests, were brought before the Magistraje

€ | yoatordayfor trial. | The offcer testified
| besaw thie two prisoners, with & nu

other boys, looking in ot the windows:
kA o T > 3 g .

A Wat’aon.JamQaﬁIk.owe,-HfCBcl T 0T | e

ton aod Mr Portway.

" Dr Tohmie, in taking. the Chair, ssid that,

g
tant objects” The Sociel ¢
ever, and last year there was a very M £
ful Show. The President strongly advoocated |
the formation of & Farmer’a Ofub, whete the

i3

farmers might;meet for an interchange of
ideas. He did fiot think there wa¥ any use
in writing anonymous letters 1o $he papers
reflecting npon the Society ; at tbq‘;x‘mo;'w time |
the Society would be glad to hear sny sug-
gestions that might be offered by any.one.

The Treasurer (Mr Burnaby) read & states
ment of the receipts and expends for
1868, and produced the vouch refor,
The accounts show a balanc sand: of
$106-06.  The report was pasjed: unani-
mously. . s e

The Secretary read the prize I for the
ensning Show, which amouats t0 $889 50,—
not including $100 dovated by the Governor,

The President suggested that, & ‘prize be
offered for the best preserved Stﬁg in tina,
Qarried. g AR

Mr Davies moved that a prize: be added
for the best Island’ made plough and harrow.
Carried. 3 25

Mr Jackson moved that a ptize be given
for the best fanning-mill made on the Island.
Qarried. ‘h't Lo

Mr Foll—fmita liberal premigm be ofs
fored for the best firkin of buttet_made on
tm;;:(l‘and, weighing not less than 801bs.
Car 2 ; . ;

yton—That & priza be given for

the dgfest collection of plants ou exhibition.
Qarried, : i

J P Davies—That a prize be given for the
best pair of ladies’ shoes and . zentlemens’
boots made on the Island of Is leather.

di ion ensued

. ‘Mr . 'Iwg‘pn.
best 100 flower pots and bri
Island. -Carieds . oy bk
Mr Pemberton—That for. the 'best draio
tiles a prize be given, Carried. - L
A suggestion was here made that no prize
be awarded for apy articles not plased on
exhibition unless there were two or more
competitors. After a long disenspion it was
decided to leave the matter entirely to the
discretion of the Committee, s
Mr Buroaby said he had a proposition to
make which be believed wonld increase the
interest taken i the exhibitions of the Socie-
ty, and would slimalate us lo greater
exertions by increasing the competition,
besides cultivating & good feeling with our
neighbors. He would therefore move ° that
the prizes offered by this Society, with the
exeeption of those for Colonial’productions
| marked special in the list] be open to the
competition of the resi tsof Ppuget Sound
and other ports of Wa i '
Mr Fell seconded the resoluti
Mr Portway thought the Co!
to compete with Washiogton
The Presidept—Even if we &
have the benéfit of the experiense gnd know-
e peighbors [hear.]
g5 thought the ebdck sent over
n_might find purchasers. -
berton said the Goverpment should

w | be applied to to admit the artigles sent over

to the show free of daty.

The resolution was carried noanimously.

Mesers Lowe, Barnaby, aod the Hon Sec-
relary [Mr Bales], were appoioted- a Com~
mittee to oollect subscriptions, aad the meets
ing then adjourned.

ermore,known for many yesrs here as ¢ Whis«
key Johin,' died yesterday at the. Hospital of
a dropsioal. complaint. Livermore was &
pative of the Uﬂ“‘m’!‘d “about 50
yeors. ' He csmé'to the Colony in 1858 from
California, bevidg been' & ‘botelkeeper at
Placerville, in that State, Where bie is said to
bave bad respictable connégtions. Dauring
the ten years that he | this locality

washes: Contemperaneous with John Butts
and ¢ Liverpool Jack,’ * Whiskey Joho’ exs
excelled both as & salesman among the In«
dians, and-has probably poisoned more nas
tives than any other man, living or dead, on
1his northern coast. As an ivstance of res
tributive justice, we may state that Livers
more has fallen a victim to the very vice he
encouraged in his fellow-men—drunkenness.
Death found him in a state of wretchedness:
His end was miserable, and his departure
hence is not regretied.

Tae Mex MissiNe FRoM. Naxaimo.—A
‘boat returned to'Nanaimo. after a search of
geven days, but fouad no tidings of the:three
men who left for Burrard Inlet on New
Year’s Day. It is uncertain whether a boat
has been found up the coast or not ; the re-.
port that one had been found: was given by
the Indians,

outside of the legal profession are

you plead ? :

Drare or !wnnnr Jonn’—Joho Liv-|

be must bave served out fifty. short terms of
imprisonment for selling whiskey to Si-.

.| Aveyou guilty or not guilty T - - ) e ' o
| 'Prisoner—1 never tied no weights to the | eds” The effestive foroe is 136 men. The

door,

dido
ﬁtoner_—(lu'the gentle accentsof a suck«
ing dove.) Gailty: g SRR ‘
Magistrate—{To the other boy.) How do

Prisoner—Well, I wag up ' thers, but I
never had nothink to do with it; I was
passink at.the time. .

Magistrate—Then you’re not guilty.

Prisoner—No, Sir:

The Officer—I noticed this young man in
particalar ; he was one of the biggest -boys
there. ;
~ The prisoner was convioted: The employ~
ars of the lade gave them a good char .cter.

Sergeant Bowden said there were frequent
complaints’ brought to him of the illeonduct
of gangs of boys, who roamed through the
sireets at all bours of the night,

-The Magistrate gave the lads some whole-
some advice; He thonght a good flogging
would do them more good than any other
punishment ; but as he had not the power

[ to order that to be done, for the - protection

of the public he felt it to be his daty to
make an example -of the  boys in custody.
He therefore ordered them fto find two
sureties in $25 each to be of good behavionr
for six monthe ; in default, to suffer 14 days’

{ notice of motion yesterday for leave to +
in a Bill for the appoiatment of Commis-

sioners to take affidavits in this Colony ; a
very' good measure, -and one that will save
very heavy expenditure in cases where the
witness would otherwise require to travel
perhaps from one end of the Colony to the
othér. - The Mineral Lands Bill again came
before the House in Committee of the Whole,
but the progress made was very small, only
two clauses, with a variety of amendments,

having passed. It waa definitely settled,
however, that a prospecting license should
cover five thousand acres for a company of
ten persons, with a right to an ultimate grant
of two thousand five hundred acres. Liberal
'encogh in all conscience! The subsequent
discussion -mainly rested upon the quantity
of land to be granted to silver mising com-
panies and those exploring for the baser
metals other than coal.. No defivite concla~
gion was come to wheo the Committes rose.
Daring the discussion the Attorney General
remarked, ‘I bad drawn up-the report of the
Mineral Lande Comamittee as embodying the
general views of the Committee as I under-
gtood them: I have since bad reason to bes
lieve that it did not meet them in all respects
Iodividual opinions (as must frequently hap«
-pen with sll bonest enquiries into so complis
cated and important a matter) of coorse
differed on rpecific points, but it was impos-
gible to divide the report which embedied
these general views. This report I yubmis-
ted as it evinced in an unmistakeable man-
‘ner ‘the very liberal spirit with whioh the
Government had entered into the great quess

message, No.3,covered Ordinance for Supplies,
whioh was read a first time. The Council
then adjourned till 1 p m to-day:

N

bad . beer made to the Magistrate abont
.whiskey, eto, being sold to half-breed "child-
ren from eight 1o len years old, the whiskey
purchased being for Indians and Indian wo-
.men- liviog. with: white men. It was after
these complaints that the Magistrate intimas
 ted to those holding liquor licenses that it
was improper and unlawful to sell to children
‘under a certain age; and that the occurrence
.of guch cases as had been reported to him he
was bound to notice, and if possible put a
stop .
undoubted credibility that .there. is good
ground for the interference of .the Magistrate
.in this matter, and that his warning to those
_congerned is to be commended. .

' Ox 7R Rocks.—Capt Clafke, of the Sir
Jaues Douglas, reports seeing the schooner
.Black ‘Diamond, bound for Victoria with a
‘cargo ‘of Nanaimo ‘coal, ashore yesterdsy in
the ‘Rapids and makiog water freely. A
‘schooner had gone from Nanaimo to the ss-
sistance of the distressed vessel.

“of beed

‘Magistrate—I didn’t ask ‘yo;i,_:ﬂgtr you |
Are you guilty - or - not guilty } |

tion of our Mineral Lands.” The Governor’s

‘Harr-saEzp’ WaIsKEY Ssrung AT Na
' wano.—An ftem whieh appeared in our fe- mhh]f 5
‘sué of {he 16th inst; as we gaid might prob~  pedr to have
ably be the case, would seem 1o misrepresent
the statements of Capt Spalding, Magistrate Y '
1 at Nanaimo, in relation ts the sale of spirits The Brat step of
to balf-breeds. It appearsséveral complaints

"to them. We: learn from a source of

*

: I;m“, Jan. 2‘°
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. Gou :'L : at—His Wor-
e Mo s Gomllos G, At

Tiger houges need repaire, and
sod ;,{!der hounse - should be rew
) & more suitable locality. The pur4
- d:’?‘)fegi of Bﬁ ilDrocommnded.
‘The anoual expensas of the Department are
BSR00 et € e bronl e
Two accounts—ove for printing, 877, and
one from Harrison & Co. for $4. < Referred,
' Mr AHatt, from the Street Qommittee, re«
ported that three men were employed on-the
public streets ;. that Ystes strest had been
repaired, and the Commitiee were about to
‘commence on_ other thoroughfares. He ape
plied for another man and the use of a dump-
cart and horse, - Applieation granted.
Apgeunt of $12 from MoMillan & Co. was
Council then adjourned till Tuesday next.

Tur Streer Repairs —The City Fathers
are moving in earnest toward thoroughly re-
pairing the streets. - Men are employed t
blaet and break rock for that purpose. The
Qorporation, we also hear, have it in contems
plation to close ' Waddington alley, if the
owners refase to render it passsble. The
streots and sidewalks will soon be placed in
such a comple e state of repair as to render
the city a point of attraction for visitors from
abroad. s

From Nanaino.—The steamer Sir J'aniéb
Douglas, Capt Clarke, retcroed from Nae
naimo yesterday, bringing a fow passengers
and 8 quaniity of prodace, _The Dong
towed out the ship Shooting St
1:1000:tg04 of o0 |

Nova Scetia. \

Haurrax, Dec 18—The Chronicle of this
evening ridioules the reported *better terms’
to Nova Seotia. It says Canada could not, .
if she would, and would ot if she could,
grant such terms as would salisfy the peopla
of Nova Scotia.. This evening’s Citizen (E
M Macdonald’s psper) bas an article on the
prospects of repeal, It takes up the record
of each member-of the new British Cabinet,
and argues that all, except Mr Bright, have
opposed the Nova Scotia petitions in the
past. If Mr Bright was in the Colonial
office, ‘he might-peable to do something ;
but, as President of the Board of Trade, he
will not have the power toinfinence the Cabs
inet in favor of Nova Secotia. The writer
thioks there are little hopes of succe:s, but
agreee with the Chronicle, to which he is
replying, that the resolutions of-the Assembly
should be ‘submitted to the new ' Cabinet:
The Citizen does not commit-itself t§ another
delegation to Esgland. |

The Marseilles Poisoning Case,

A cause celebre is 'being at present
tried at Aix, says the Pall Mall Gazelte
of the Tth, where widows Ville, ‘Salvago
and Gabriel are accused of having poison-
ed their hosbands. Marie Magdeleine
Florence Baptistine Olive Colombe Dye,
widow, Gabriel’s mother ; Palmyre Pal-
myre Louise Fiavol, her consin; Faony
Lamberte, a fortunesteller; and Joye, a
seller of herbs, stand at the bar as " acw
! ces,’ The womes accused of having
ad ed poison bad nothing much to
their husbdnds do not aps
treated them badly, but they
all had lovers, of whom they were more
or less jealons. :
f these misguided women
was to have recourse to the fortane=teller,
Lambete, who, divining their wishes, res
commended them to Joye, who possessed
a powder which would enable them to get
rid of their husbands. = After a little bar-
gaining “dbout the prico this powder
changed hands, and the unfortunate men
who stood in the way of the profligacy of
the accused widows were poisoned.with
belladona and arsenic. The widow Gabriel,
on being asked by the judge if anyone beside
Joye had jencouraged her to poison her hus-
band,. replied that ber consin, Logise Flavol,
koew all about it, and persuaded her. to comw
mit the crime, adding that, in order that she
might . sucoeed;, .she should offer a candle to
the Virgin,. and this she did. Tbe Judge
vext asked what had passed between her and’
ber- mother .alter . the murder? Widow
Gabriel answered that her mother expreesed
a wish to get rid of her busband also, so she
recommended Joye, and they went together
to visit that person. It shounld be mentioned
that widow :gnbriel .was a natural daugbter
of the woman Dye, and no relation to the
intended viotim. S,




