The Road Home

By Aliee Clark.
It's just a common country road
» Leading, who cares where?
An- old rail-fence crawls by its side,
Fallen here and there.
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A purple thistle stands as guard
Lest strangers venture nigh;

A bursting milkweed sends out ships
That lazily drift by.

A meadow-lark calls plaintively,
Hid by the tall green grass

A saucy sparrow cocks his head
To watch me as I pass.

Why is it that I praise this road
That looks just like the rest?
Because it is the road to “Home,

That’s why I love it best.

GALICIA.

By GEORGE FITCH,
Author of “At Good Old Siwash.”

Galicia, which has been doomed by
fate to become one of the two door-
mats of the great European war, is a
section of Austria, 30,000 square
miles in extent, which is owned by
the crown and is being used thereby as
a chest protector against Russia.

Galicia is smaller than Ohio, but
has a population of nearly 8,000,000,
divided into nearly equal portions of
Poles and Ruthenians, who love each
other with all the fervor of Germans
and French. There are also 800,000
Jews, who are loved by neither. A
local election in Galicia is as exciting
as an Orangeman's parade in Dublin.

Galicia is one of the fragments of
the late lamented Poland. Up to ihe
year 1772 it led a happy existence
fighting the other sections of its owi
beloved land. Since then it has heen
owned by Austria and Russia in turn;

and it now appears to be Russia's

turn.

Galicia is cut off from Hungary by
the Carpathian mountains, which also
protect it from the  warm south
winds. If the Russians had had as
hard a time getting into Galicia as
decent weather does they would siill
be battling on the boundary. It has
no window or summer resorts and ro
cathedrals to attract the tourists.
Therefore Galicians have to earn their
living, which they do mainly by rais-
ing barley, wheat and potatoes and
by emigrating to America.

Galicia has had a stormy and san-
guinary history and scores of generals
with unpronounceable names have
swept over its territory reducing the
census returns and leaving education
n a very backward and depressed con-
dition. Lemberg, whose  name is aow
receivng Russian trixﬁnﬁngé. is the
capital and metropolis with 150,000
people and Cracow, which wanders
mournfully through the history of
each European war, is the next larg-
'est city with 100,000 people, uniess
the Russians have been more disa-
greeable than usual of late. Oiher
prominent cities are Phzemysl, Siryj,
Rzeszow, Buczacz, Drohobucz and
other shocking mutilations of the En-
glish system of spelling. From these
names it 'will be gathered that what-
ever Russia does to the rest of tié
country it cannot damage its nomen-
clature much,

Canada’s Battalions.

N e
NO SCARCITY OF MEN.

A meeting of the Third Field Com-
pany Canadian Engineers was held
recently for the purpose of arranging
the training of a headquarters’ sec-
tion in Ottawa. The ranks have be-
come so depleted by the enlistment of
members of the Third Company in
the Canadian Expeditionary Force
that it is the intention to re-organize
the company and fill up the many
gaps thus caused. Already between
30 and 40 engineers, mostly men of
science, have intimated their willing-
ness to join the company, and it is
also expected that a large number of
others, such as engineers and archi-
tects, will enter the ranks. The
various units are experiencing no dif-
ficulty in filling the places of the men
who have joined the Expeditionary
Force.

|Sulphate of Ammonia.
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