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then, with a glance of pathetic re­
proach at poor Mrs. Sefton, she lail 
her fingers upon bis arm.

As she did so, Geoffrey winced, al­
most as if her touch had hurt him 
and looked in a bewildered fashion ai 
her face—its profile was turned to­
wards him^then with something like 
a sigh he led her towards the door.
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

Cottle had the greatest dodire to 
burst into tears, to scream, to snatch 
her hand from Geoffrey’s arm and tly 
to her own room. But she was not 
only a woman now, but she had also 
learned a great deal since she had 
been under Mrs. Sefton’s care. Gore! 
society puts a polish upon us; the 
wearing of handsome and becoming 
clothes and costly gems, a course o( 
theatres and concerts and picture-gal­
leries, of dances and receptions, ali 
go to form an armour behind which 
we screen ourselves when we ar 
threatened by emotion.

How was Geoffrey to know that the 
exquisitely -beautiful girl whose fing­
ers rested so lightly upon his arm 
was quivering like a harp swept bj 
a strong and master-hand?. How was 
he to know that her heart was beat­
ing so wildly that she felt as if she, 
were going to faint? To him she 
seemed the most calm and self-pos­
sessed of young ladies, one who evi­
dently regarded him as an ordinary 
man who would take her in to din­
ner, and who might or might not 
amuse her during the courses.

As for him, his heart was thumping 
heavily enough, his brain was in a 
whirl, so that he stared sternly be­
fore him with what might have looked 
to a casual observer a ferocious, not 
to say a sullen, expression. His face 
still retained this expression when no 
had found their seats and was fumbl­
ing with his serviette, while Cotti; 
leant back in her chair with an air 
of the most perfect ease and almost 
listless languor.

The poor fellow felt as if his fancy 
were tricking him into a kind of 
madness. This beautiful girl was so 
like Ronnie, not only in face, but in 
voice, that it seemed to him as if it 
were Ronnie himself masquerading in 
a lady's dress. Of course, it was ab­
surd, it was ridiculous; but the re­
semblance had literally taken his 
breath away, and had left him still 
confused and bewildered.
- Now, it was a long while since he 
had formed one of a dinner party— 
though of course he had eaten his 
meals at the Hall with the due ob­
servance of civilised customs—and for 
a moment or two he sat staring at 
his soup and turning .over; his sjaoon 
in an absent-minded way.

He was almost afraid to glance at 
the lovely face beside him, lest the 
resemblance to Ronnie should strike 
him again with its first force and de­
prive him of the power of eating his 
food; but he knew that he could not 
sit there throughout the whole dinner, 
eating like an automaton and silent 
as a mute; so at last, with a sidelong 
and half-fearful glance at her, he 
said, in a voice that sounded notice­
ably husky in his own ears:

T suppose you like Brighton very 
well, Miss Sefton?’

Cottie had been watching him, as 
women can watch without seeming to 
look at the object of their attention. 
She had been noting that, notwith­
standing his pallor and thinness, ha 
was still very handsome—the best­
looking man she had ever seen, she 
thought, with a swift rush of pride; 
indeed, both his pallor and his thin­
ness accentuated that air of distinc­
tion which she had noticed the first 
time she had seen him in company 
with the other diggers. He was the 
most distinguished man in the room 
that night, though there were one .or 
two of good birth and high breeding.
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her young mistress exigent as to her 
dress and jewellery. The bed was 
strewn with exquisite evening cos­
tumes,the jewels and girlish ornaments 
which Mrs. Sefton had given her were 
spread upon the dressing-table.

‘ I want to look my very best to­
night, Selina,’ 
ous laugh and
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£ [«T'lIGHT o’clock, then,' she
||' | said ; and Gtoffrey, thank- 

ing her, left the house.
She flew up to Cottie. who was 

standing by the window; but she 
moved away and blushed as if detect­
ed in a guilty act.

‘ Has he gone ?’ she asked in a low 
voice.

' Yes, he’s gone, my dear,’ repiled 
Mrs. Sefton, piteously. * But he’s 
coming here again — to dinner — at 
eight.’

Cottie caught her breath, and her 
hand went to her heart.

‘ Coming — again !’ she breathed, 
her bosom heaving. ‘ Oh not again ('

• Yes, my dear, he is 1 I don’t know 
what made me ask him. I got so 
confused and bewildered — and he 
looked so ill and so thin ! But, oh, 
dear ! how handsome he is ! I don’t 
wonder at any woman— My dear, my 
dear, forgive me 1’

‘ I need not see him,’ said Cottie.
‘ I will not come down.’

Mrs. Sefton jumped at this way out 
of the difficulty.

‘No, dear. I can say you have a 
headache. You can keep out of his
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Standing 'disease. That was.four year; 
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back; they were gripping each other 
in a tight grip.

j This girl, this beautiful girl, so 
calm and statuesque Ih her loveliness, 
so Imperial In her grace, was like— 
yes, was strangely 11,ke Ronnie!

He stared before him Incapable of 
speech, Incapable of movement. Cot- 
tie felt as If she were choking; but at 
last she found her voice.

'Are you stying long in Brighton, 
Mr. Bell?' she asked.

The words sodnded foolish, ridicu­
lous In her own ears; but she knew 
that she must speak or shriek aloud.

At the sound of her voice Geoffrey 
started and turned his eyes upon .her 
like .a man moving in a nightmare.

T—I beg yopr pardon,’ he said, al­
most hoarsely. ‘What did you say?'

Men's & Boys’ Readymades(THE RELIABLE HOOK)

XTbe prices of these well-known 
and popular Hooke have been
redneed.

33^For price list and Samples 
pply to

Our Spring and Summer Stock of

Mens’ & Boys’ READYMADE CLOTHESH. H. FRASER, When you drag yourself 
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something to stir up the 
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GENTLEMEN. —-Our shelves are now replete with the choicest goods 

that the West of England can produce. All parts of Old England *-e fam­
ed for the excellence of their goods, but more especially the West, and, a» 
’’égards that undescribable "thing” called style we know how, and can 
give full expression to that elusive quality. We please both young and old. 
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rears experience in the tailoring line.

JOHN MAUNDER, 1 THE” TAILOR,
881-asa Ditch worth Si., fit Ioini's

California Apples, 
Bananas, Celery, 
Cucumbers and Tomatoes, 
New York Turkeys,
New York Chicken,

THE KOHLER AND TONK Pianos 
are famous and their agencies are 
world-wide. Hundreds of users in 
Newfoundland can confirm their 
splendid points and should be better 
than one solitary opinion. Call and 
see them at the White Plano and 

CHBSLEY WOODS.
iteSalfSTOTT OrganL.Sbpre.

KÜCiÊiliT. ;i -t

PISTANcedistance

k© j


