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and Dom. Governments; there is noshowing
of the account with the People’s and other
Banks; no showing of the expenditure in
connection with the construction of this
Parliament building, said to have cost
$120,000; nor is there any proof that
accounts  existing prior to  October
are all in, in fact we know they
ace not. No matter how skilled an
accountant a man may be it would be im-
possible for him to take up the public
accounts and make up at any given time a
statement of the actual condition ef-the
affairs of this Province; for the accounts
before this House and the country do not
show facts by which the exact or a reason-
ably approximate condition financially
could be ascertained. He called upon the
Government to make some change -in
this connection, and pointed out that
it was a matter that was entirely
within their own hands. Théy would
not have to ask the House to sanction this
new departure, although he did not think
that this would be deemed an obstacle in view
of their action in the case of another new de-
parture—that of the stock farm. He would
not attempt to strike a balance for himself
out of the mass of accounts before the House.
That would be - impossible; but he would
call attention to one of the many announced
yet unfblfilled intentions of the Govern-
ment. An honorable gentleman who
controls a newspaper, and from his
geat on the Government benches speaks in
their behalf, had announced in his paper of
March last, shortly after the prorogation of
this House, that the Government was about
to inaugurate a policy of economy that would
be of material benefit to the country. He
then read a portion from the St. John Daily
Telegraph of March 30th, 1881, a- statement
that the coach hired for the use of the mem-
bers was to be done away with. This he
thought was a good thing, as members were
able to pay for their own ceaching; but he
remarked : that as this item still ap-
peared in the estimates, if the hon
gentleman had been taken into the oonfi-
dence of the Government—and he (Black)
thought at the time that he had been—he
had been either misinformed or had misappre-
hended the facts or the Government
had failed to carry out their in-
tention. In concluding, he said he
had faith in the people of the country and
faith in its resources, and believed that the
people wonld have more faith in the Govern-
ments when they should see subterfuge and
deception abandoned and ability and frank-
ness instead, in the presentment of all public
documents. Therevenues of the Province,if

.wisely, judiciously and economically con-

trolled, may be made not ounly to maintain
and develop the country’s resources, but also
to extend and improve the facilities for the
further and greater accommodation of the
people through the ways and means
of the powers vested in this Legislature.
He asked and contended for retrenchment
and economy in the maintenance of the Gov-
ernment. The Government has charge of all
public affairs, and while meeting the engage-
ments of the present should studiously and
effectually guard and prepare for the future ;

‘and instead of disposing of the public lands

for trifling sums and converting the product
into current revenue. should with true fore-
gight mark well the coming time when all
all the lands of this country, and the pro-

ducts thereof, would be greatly more valua- |

ble. Hon. gentlemen had referred to their
coming back after the election. On this
subject as on all else pertaining to our future
there was much doubt but who ever should
be returned -by the people, he hoped they
would come back like giants refreshed with
mew wine, intellectually and fully prepared
to discharge their duties as representatives
of the people, honorably, independently,
and in generous rivalry each with the other
in the interest of the country. (Loud ap-
plause).
MR. LANDRY.

The Hon. Chief Commissioner said he
bad followed with interest and great
pleasure the remarks of his hon. colleague;
ke said with pleasure, as some of his re-
marks coincided with his own views. In dis-
eassing the question it would be difficult
#or him to take up the items of revenue
and expenditure that had been dealt
with by the hon. gentleman, as he had
mot had the time to look over the figures.
He (Black) had opened his address with
areference to our surroundings, and he
#hought it was fit and proper that all should
do this on the first session in the new
building. No one had felt more than he
bad the responsibility of the building for
the past year and a half. He had taken
a stand on the matter in the House which
Be had felt might have been used against
Bim in his own county, if the better judg-
ment of his constituents did not come to
his relief. He felt that at the time a
strong effort was being made to prevent
the location of the building here in Fred-
ericton, and thought that the promoters
«f that scheme had in view the removal
of the site rather than the expenditure
of the people’s money in some other dis-
trict. He had voted as his best judg-
ment called on him to do, and since then
the responsibility had weighed upon him.
This feeling had subsided now, and he
doubted if it could be again aroused with
the same power and to the same extent;
as the better judgment of the people had
prevailed. He was sorry that the infor-
mation in regard to the cost of the build-
mg was not on hand, and could assure his
Bon.colleague they had not been held back
for any purpose. They would be brought
down perhaps before this debate was
elosed and he thought that the expense
would not be thought excessive, although
he certainly expected that some of the
items would be criticized. Surroundings
eertainly have an influence, and our
present surroundings should have a
dignifying influence. He felt this digni-
fying influence, and hoped that his
actions had always exemplified this
feeling. There was a certain amount of
dignity to be kept up, and he thought
that on comparing other public buildings

throughout the Province with the present
one—say some of the school buildings—
it would be found that they had not gone
beyond what the people would endorse in
supporting that dignity. When the
Provincial Secretary had made the state-
ment that we were in a better financial
condition to-day than ever before he had
facts to bear him out. In the last year we
make a better showing, as would be seen
by comparing revenue and expenditure,
than we have for many years back, and
he had felt justified in his remarks in
laying these facts before the House. He
could find no fault with certain remarks
of his hon. colleague in regard to the
management of certain departments as
it.was his privilege and his duty to make
them, It wasa high compliment to the
Government to say after having gone
through all the blue books that the only
fault that could be found wis, that the
system of book-keeping was deceptive.
There were some things the hon. gentle-
man said he could not speak of positively
as the books did not enable him to arrive
at a conclusion in regard to them. Why
did he not say that he knows himself that
there has been extravagance from having
watched the - departments, but as the
books were deceptive, he could not
show it? But he did not .say this.
In his contention in regard to mining li-
censes, he had forgotten that they had
redeemed a large amount of debentures,
and while they were rollingup the debt
on the one hand, they were endeavoring
to keep it down on the other. The Gov-
ernment was actually paying off the very
debt to which he had found exception.
There was the matter of the insurance on
the old Parliament buildings, which the
hon. gentleman had referred to. He
would say that there were large expenses
connected with the affairs of the house at
that time which had used this up. It was
overlooked also that, while there had been
these exceptional revenues, there had
also been exceptional expenses. The
mining lands of the country were becom-
ing a source of much revenue, and it was
a new industry which the progress of the
country had developed. He hoped they
would.. keep on increasing in revenue
from year to year. This would be for the
benefit of the country, and would awaken
our own people and turn the eyes of out

siders towards our resources of minerals.
The Government did not take the credit
of this, and if it did not speak well for the
Government it would for the country,and
he hoped they would long continue to
receive anincreased revenue from mining
licenses. It was a matter of congratula-
tion if by the balance sheet they could
prove a better condition of affairs in the
Province. He attacked Mr. Blair on the
score of his prophesying the downfall of
the present Government, and said he be-
lieved he was sincere when he had spoken
in 1879. . The position of the Government
to-day was a gratifying thing. The Gov-
ernment was not in a worse state, it was
in a better state. The accounts are in a
better condition, and we have a larger
balance on hand than there was in 1879,
although his hon. friend says that this is
not a true balance. He outlined
his own action in connection with
the management of the department
of Public Works, and the policy of
economy he had followed until he had
obtained full control of the Department.
Since then they had gone into new enter-
prises, put up bridges and repaired others.
He contrasted the expenditure in the
past - before he came in office, when the
over-expenditures were enormous, parti-
cularly under the Emergency Act, with
the over-expenditure for the past year,
which he held was small, and had amount-
ed to only $1,000 in the large item of
great roadsand bridges, and he had been
able to maintain the full efficiency of the
Department. He would take no credit
for this; it was his duty to do so, as he
was paid to do the work by the people.
He had been assisted by the other gentle-
men in the Government, and in some in-
stances by hon. gentlemen in the Oppo-
sition. He did not profess to say that
the Department was unassailable by
criticism, and he did not court it. He
held that whatever criticism may be given
it, it could not be shown that there had
been scandal, or that there had been any
favoritism shown. Some things had cost
more than was estimated, and he was pre-
pared to defend all his acts since 1878,
and also to sustain all his own acts and of
those under him as right under the cir
cumstances happening. He had never
looked upon governments as being for
the purpose of economising in order to
have sums of money merely to make a
surplus showing, but for the purpose of
administering the- public money wisely
and for the benefit of the people of the
country. It had not been shown where
there had'been a cent of the people’s
money misapplied, unless we thus inter-
preted his hon. colleague’s strictures in
the expenditures for the stock farm. He
was not a farmer, and was not able to dis-
cuss this freely ; but he would say that
his hon. friend had gone too far when he
he had said that the Government was not
warranted in making this expenditure.
The hon. gentleman had said that he was
in favor of the grant for an importation of
stock, and the sentiment of the House
was that this $10,000 grant for stock was
a wise expenditure. The hon. gentleman
had alsosaid that the grant was for the pur-

chase of stock to spread among the people,
and not for a stock farm, and his main ob-
Jection to the farm was that it interfered

with the legitimate rights of private im-

porters. Why had not the hon. gentleman
used this argument against importation of
stock for distribution throughout the
country? The principle applied with
equal force, and 1n this case, he thought,
with even greater force, and contended
in support of this that the interference
would have been greater. had the whole
quantity of the stock imported -been sold
and distributed over the Provinee instead
of only a portion of it, and the balance plac-
ed on the stock farm when it was establish-
ed. The hon. gentleman did not tell us
how many people were importing stock,
who they were that the Government
were interfering with, what amount of
stock had been imported, and what
capital had been embarked in the enter-
prise. He contended further with the
argument that the stock farm injured
and interfered with private enterprise in
this connection, and -defended the far-
mers from this imputation. He could not
speak in regard . to the Prince Edward
Island stock farm as he had no informa-
tion on' the subject ; but he understood

‘that the circumstances there were differ-

ent from those here, and the condi-
tions of that country 20 years ago when
the stock farm there had failed must
have been very different from those of
the present day. He thought the reports
from the Island were in favor of the stock
farm at present, and said large quantities
of horses were brought every year from
Prince Edward Island and taken into the
United States for sale, and if the' figures
of the number wére ¢ollected they would
astonish the House. If tHis was due to
the stock farm, it was a justification of
the establishment of the'qbq'ck‘ farm in
this Province, and if it was due to private
enterprise it showed that the farm had
not interfered with the. private breeders
to any great extent. He could well under-
stand why the hon. gentlemen of the
Opposition had held that the mattre
should have been laid before the Legis-
lature. He then went on to show. that
the Government had acted on the views
of the people in this respect, and in
arguing in justification of the Govern-
ment’s action said that when they could
not get the opinion of the- people’s
representatives in the House in time,
they had taken the best expression of
public opinion they could find ‘and had
acted upon it. He believed that the
course taken by the Government in this
connection was endorsed by the people
and leading agriculturists of the Province.
There might be some who object because
their own private ends might have been
better served. He expressed the hope
that the Government would' be * able to
sell yearly large quantities of stock, and
that the people would be convinced that
the stock could be raised more ‘:g:heaply
at home than by sending abroad and
purchasing itas occasign may xequire.
In view of the fact that he would be
followed by others who would deal with
the matter of the figures mentioned by
the hon. gentleman he would not touch
upon them toany great extent. From
the scope of the hon. gentleman’s address
he inferred that he had been enabled to
take up the very books with which he
had found so much fault and show how
he would manage the affairs of the
Province,and he contended that the books
were not got up for the purpose of
deceiving anyone orconcealing anything,
but that they showed the exact state of
the affairs of this Province. The Govern-
ment had tried to give the fullest in-
formation asked for on any subject. In
regard to the balance sheet to 16th Feb.
that had been laid before the House

he said that it had been brought |

down in concurrence with a passage in
the Governor’s speech, and was to remedy
the system which had heretofore only
given a statement of affairs down to the
31st Octoberin the year preceding the one
in which the session is held. Theaccount
of contingencies had been spoken of, and
it was large, but it would not be found
that that part which came under the con-
trol of the Government wasiexcéssive.
The legislative contingent expenses came
within the control of the House, and he
pointed out that the postage and tele-
graphing bills were large,and thought that
something should be done . to curtail
them. He outlined the steps that had
been taken in regard to telegraphing, to
reduce the expenses, and said this would
be noticed in comparing the figures of
the accounts for a few years back. The
matter of postage was discussed by the
hon. gentleman, and he said that efforts
had been made by the Government to
enquire into the franking privilege and
see if it had been abused. It would be
seen that this matter of expense had
been materially reduced. In regard to
stationery strict rules had been made in
May last that no one in any of the depart-
ments should order any such supplies on
account of contingencies,not even for cork
screws, boot blacking, and jack-knives.
He could explain why these last named
had been purchased. A material reduc-
tion had been effected by all these con-
tingencies being purchased by the Board
of Works office and distributed to the
various other offices. All this showed
that the Government had taken hold of
the matter and had done their utmost to
regulate and cut off any extravagence in
connection- with contingencies, and had
ameliorated the condition of thé Province
and raised it financially.

The debate was then adjourned until
2.30 Thursday afternoon.

‘
The House met again at 2.30 on Thurs-

day afternoon, when the debate on the
motion to go into supply was continued.
MR. WILLIS

said the opportunity was again afforded
him to discuss the matter of supply for
Her Majesty, and while he had never be-
fore beerlkaore deeply impressed with
the importance of the occasion, he notic-
ed there was a disposition at this session
to treat the matters involved with fairness
and deliberation. In replying to the ap-
plication made by the Hon. Provincial
Secretary of the editorial in the News
touching Dominion affairs, he said that it
would give him as much pleasure to
reiterate the same opinion with reference
to the affairs of this Province did circum-
stances warrant it, but it did not lay in
his power to say as much in relation to
the financial condition of this ‘Province
on the floors of the House as he had in
his professional capacity of the finances
of the Dominion. The Hon. Provincial
Secretary had made a-showing of a sur-
plus, but the returns laid before the House
did not bear him out; but he
was willing to give him any credit due for
having reduced the deficit or having
made a surplus. The revenue of 1880,
less $60,000 advanced in 1881, was $615,-
284.55 ; and on 1881 $553,584.31, or count-
ing the advances to 1880, $613,584.31 ; or
a total revenue in these two years of
$1,228,868.86. The expenditures for 1880,
not including $48,526.51 over-expenditure
for 1879, were $609,671.29; in 1881, $590,-
768.80, making the expenditures for the
two years the large amount of $1,5(),
440.09. If this amount was deducted
from the revenue it would leave $28,-
428.77, but this sum must first be deducted
from the over-expenditure of 1879 of
$48,526.51, which would - leave a deficit of
$20,097.74 in 1881, instead of the seeming
surplus that was thrown broadcast to the
country. He said that the Hon. Provincial
Secretary had taken much credit that the
Government had kept within their appropri-
ated income, and then went on to show that
this was not a fact by giving some receipts
of last year which were exceptional rather
than ordinary, and also some extra-
ordinary expenditures. The total
receipts under this head for the year 1881
amounted to $45,338.28 and the expenditures
to $21,444.04, which gave a showing of the
former in excess of the latter to the amount
$23,804.24. The total of the exceptional
revenue for 1880 was $46,727.30 and the total
expenditures not ordinary for the same year
was $19,696.08 and this amount deducted
from the receipts gives another balance in
favor of receipts of $27,031.22; which, he
thought, showed that the Government had
not had the‘extraordinary expenditures they
would make out. In touching upon the
method of keeping the public accounts, he
pointed - out the necessity of adopting a
different system as the one at present in use
was deceptive. From the balance sheet laid
before the House it-appears that the amount
received from the close of the fiscal year 31st
Oct. 1881 to Feb. 16th, 1882, is $215,388.00, of
which there had been paid out the sum of
$168,1563.00, leaving a balance of cash on
hand and in the People’s Bank of $47,238.00;
yet by another return laid before the House
it is found that the Hon Chief Commissioner
of Public Works has checked out some
$56,050.00, thus leaving a deficit of $8,815.00
by the statements of the Government. This
was a system of keeping accounts which
gave a corrupt government an opportunity
of deceiving the people. In Ontario, Nova
Scotia and Quebec there was a different
system which was more satistactory to the
people.

Hon Provincial Secretary—But there is no
audit.

Mr. Willis—Audit, audit! I would ask of
the hon. gentleman of what value is the au-
dit of the accounts of this Province, after
what has been shown here? Any one who
knew anything of figures knew that it was
nothing but a confusing jumble of figures,
which required a vast amount of study to
make anything out of. An inspection o
these accounts revealed many curious things
said the hon. gentleman continuing; and he
cited the case of a warrant issued as an
instance of the manner in which the
public affairs were managed. @The Gov-
ernment bad looked upon the statements
made by the hon. gentleman from Westmor-
land as being directed rather against bad
book-keeping than against bad management,
but he would like to say that very often bad
book-keeping was a result of had manage-
ment. He charged that there had been ex-
penditures made by this administration which
were in no way authorized, either by vote of
the House or hy the Contingent Committee,
and sustained this assertion by showing
several items on which there should have
been a re-vote of the House, but whick had
been expended by the Government without
any au.hority. There was $250,000 and from
the 31st of October te 1st Webruary, which
had been paid out without authority. Per-
haps this was caused by the fiscal year end-
ing as it did, but they could remedy this by
changing the term of the fiscal year, or by
adopting the mode of asking the Legislature
for a year and a half expenditures instead of
for a year’s, and then they would have the
necessary authority for a large amount of
expenditure which takes place without any
authority atall. Asitisnow they make these
expenditures and then come and say we must
sanction them. The hon. gentleman then
took up the matter of the establishment of
the stock farm and dealt with the aetion of
the Government in regard to it, saying that
ifthey had read all of the letter in regard to the
Prince Edward Island Stock Farm they
would find that there was not such a svrain
of comfort running through it as the Hon.
Provincial Secretary would lead people to
believe. He noticed among the expenditures
for delegations that there was $235 for the
expenses of the Eastern Extension Claims
delegation to Ottawa. This delegation had
handed in no report of the condition of this
claim, although a return had been formally
asked for, and he pointed out that there was
a want of promptness this session in the mat-
ter of bringing down returns asked for by
the House. But these expenses were small,

he said, compared with the $750 for the trip

of the hon. gentleman from Westmoreland to
Halifax to inspect the Lunatic Asylum there,
and if it was productive of no more good
than the former why it would have been bet-
ter that the delegation had never started out
from Fredericton. The travelling expenses
of the heads of departments were touched
upon, and while pointing out that it was &
remarkable fact that the Surveyor General
and Chief Commissioner of Public Works had
each incurred $850 on this score, he wonder-
ed how such a coincidence in the travelling
expenses of the hon. gentlemen had nccurred.
He cited the expenditures for by roads, and
said he opened the matter up to show that
the present system followed by the Govern-
ment permitted them to militate against any
County they wighed, as money could be got
during recess from the Government without
a vote of the House for the purpose. Some-
thing should be done to check the system,
and he thought that the members themselves
should do something, by setting an example
for the Government, in this connection, but
he could not help remarking that some of
them seemed to think that their only duty
was to get all the money they could. In
speaking of- the debentures he contended
that while the Government could claim
some credit for the figure at which they had

placed the Provincial debentures on the
market yet they could claim no material
credit for it. He touched upon the telegraph-
ing expenses of the heads of departments,

and held that about all that the Government
had done for the mining lands of the country
was to put up a certain quantity of them for
sale. The Hon. Provincial Secretary had

spoken of the concensus of public opinion in

regard to expenditures for railways, and he
(Willis) had been at a loss to know what it
meant. When he compared them with some
other statements of that hon. gentleman’s

made two years ago, he thought that they
covertly encouraged assaults on the public

treasury for railway purposes, for two years

ago the Hon. Provincial Secretary had ad-
vocated economical measures of a more
stringent kind in this connection, He refer-

red to the case of the Sheriff of the County

of Gloucester, and said they had appointed

him to the position ; that he was a faithful

and consistent officer, and had discharged

his duties to the satisfaction of all, and they

had then displaced him, thinking it wise and

judiciousin their judgment to putin some one

who was more friendly to their interests. In

this country Sheriffs held office, or were re-ap-
pointed from year to year, unless they were

charged with some improper conduct. The

Sheriff of Gloucester was -induced to tender
his resignation in 1880 for a certain purpose,

but was afterwards appointed Sheriff and

held office, even after he had thus given his

resignation. Yet after having thus been ap-

pointed to office he was dismissed on this

resignation. He held that the dismissal of
this officer under these circumstances was an

outrage upon the country and a disgrace to the

Government that would stand as a blot upon

their administration ‘while memory holds

her seat,”” to use the words of the Hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary. He might go further and

discuss the removal of the Sheriff of the
County of Queen’s, and while he was not so
familiar with the circumstances of this case
as he was with the former, he could say that
it was such a case as would bring down upon

the Government the condemnation of every

right thinking man in the country. In con-
cluding the hon. gentleman said that the
affairs of the country were not in the position
they should be in, and that the conduct of
the Government was such as to call for the
tondemnation of the House. Mr. Willis re-
sumed his seat amid much applause.

HON. MR. ADAMS.

The Hon Surveyor General said that from
the showing of the gentleman who just sat
down the Government was justified by the
opinion of the country and the people. He
took up the mention made in the St John
News of the Hon Provincial Secretary’s
budget speech, and said that perhaps it would
be as well to have some moderation put on
the pen and tongue of the hon gentleman
who was the correspondent and proprietor of
that paper. He compared Mr Willis’' speech
of this session with that of last on the same
occasion, and indicated their points of simi-
larity. He denied that there was a lack of
promptness in bringing down returns.
Some, he said, had come down, and others
were in progress, but the.officers of the
department could not make up these returas
as easily as the hon gentlemen could draw

‘up their motions of enquiry and resolutions

for them, as they had only to copy theirold
motions off the motion book of last year. He
taunted the hon. Leader of ‘the Opposition
with his vain labors to overturn the Govern-
ment. The hon gentleman who had preceded
him had held that the accounts were mysteri-
ous and deceptive, and if this was so, why
had he (Adams) been called stupid because
he had said some time ago that he could not
understand them. This was when his hon
friend was in the Government, and if the ac-
counts were imperfect why had not he (Willis)
introduced some scheme to amend or perfect
the system of keeping the public accounts
while in power? In defending the expenses
of his department he said that he had done
more travelling in connection with depart-
mental business than had been done for many
years past, and his expenses were lighter.
When he had called for a reduction of these
expenses some time ago, when they they were
much heavier than they were now, he, he
(Willis) was the first to jump up and defend
them. He touched upon the matter of school
refunds.

Mr Willis explained at this juncture that
during the latter years of the last House he
was not in the. Government, and held a very
different position in the Assembly.

The Hon Surveyor General, continuing,
8aid that the assertions of the hon gentleman
from St. John in regard to members thinking
all they had to do was to get all the money
they could for road purposes, was a miscon-
ception. He held that the great point of
attack against the Government this session
was the establishment of the stock farm and
their having taken that step without having
consulted the opinion of the people’s repre-
sentatives. He thought that the action of
the Government in this connection was
justified, and held that the hon leader of the
Opposition had endorsed the grant of $10,000
made for stock purposes during the last
session of the House, quoting from that hon

gentleman’s speech on that occasion. His

idea of the policy of the opposition was that
if the Government spent money they did
wrong and if they did not spend it they were
equally wrong.
The debate was then adjourned until/
Friday afternoon at 2.30.
FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

The House met again at 2.30 and the Hon
Surveyor General continued his speech, hav-
ing apparently fortified himself with an
abundance of figures in the mean time. In
continuing in reply to Mr Willis he said that
he would challenge every statement made by
that hon gentleman on the floors of the
House, and would convince any reasonable
person that they were wrong. He said that_
the transactions in the past two years left a
surplus of $74,214.79, if there had beep no
deficit in 1879, but deducting the sum of
$45,786, which was a loan from the Dominion
Governmen', it left a surplus of $28,428.79 ;
or deducting the deficit of 1879, $48,526.51,
from the surplus of $74,214.79, it left $25,-
688.28. When we take also from it the loan

deficit of $20,097.72 a8 against $48,526.51 in
1879, or a reduction of our deficit'
of $28.428, and the $45,786,00 which
was borrowed from the Dominion Gov-
ernment, is still untouched. He took up some
time in defending his action in going into
the Government, which he said has been en-
dorsed by the people when he went back for
re-election, and then turned his attention to
the efforts of the hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion to overthrow the Government, recalling
the predictions he had made in regard to its
downfall, and quoting from a speech of that
hon. gentleman made in 1881. He held that
he (Adams) was in a positien in 1878 to go
into the Government and to give it his full
support, and defended the administration of
affairs in his own department. In replying
to the statement that he was absent ftom his
office a great portion of the time, he said that
if they expected to get a man to stay in the
office all the time, he thought they would
experience some difficulty in getting any one
to fill the position. There were the Crown
lands to look after, and. the Free Grant set-
tlements, and if any of the hon. gentlemen
would look into it they would find plenty of
work to do outside of the offiee, which would
take up a great deal of time and attention.
In speaking of these free grant settlements,
he touched upon the remarks of the opposi-
tion in regard to them, and said that he would
venture to say that the hon. leader of the
Opposition did not know how many there
were in the Province. and that his statement
that they were of no benefit had been made
at mere haphazard. He would say that there
were forty-five of these settlements, embrac-
ing 7,000 souls, and should the hon. gentle-
man ever visit them he would find that the
policy of the Government in this connection
was a good one for the country, as would be
evidenced in the improvements made by the
settlers. He then took up the revenue of the
Crown Lands department, and showed by
comparison of the receipts for each year, that
the revenue from them for 1879, 1880 and 1881
was $128,191 over that. of the three years pre-
ceding them. While making this showing .
he pointed out that in 1879—the bad year, the
year in which there had been a deficit—the
decrease in revenue amounted to $36,123.78,
which wasnearly the whole amount of the
deficitin that year. He then went on toshow
that the cost of collecting the revenue was
smaller to-day than it had been during any
year since 1875, and than when his hon. friend
was in office. He took the amount of stump-
age returned, and went back over the years
since 1875, showing in each year what the
cost of collection and other expenses had
been, and indicated particularly how much
less it had been in 1880-81 than in 1875. He
wanted to know if this was what the hon.
gentleman called extravagance, and if this
looked like the management of an official
who gave no time or attention to his office ?
He claimed that it was an exercise of
economy, and that it had cost less to conduct
the affairs of the department in 1880-81 than
it had in any year previous. He also con-
tended that while more work was done by
the department this year the salaries were
smaller than in any other year. He held
that economy had been exercised in the mat-
ter of the travelling expenses of the depart-
ment as compared with those of other years,
and said that if his expenses were similar to
those of the Hon. Chief Commissioner of
Public Works; there had been no consulta-
tion between them in regard to it, and
claimed that it was not wise that charges
against the department should go to the
country unanswered and unchallenged. In
conclusion he said that results had proved
that they were correct in their judgment,
and held that the Opposition should give the
Government a certain meed and measure of
praise which was certainly due them for
their management of the affairs of the Pro-
vince. The discussion between the Govern-
meant and the Opposition had so far this ses-
sion resulted favorably to the Government
in the impression conveyed to the people.

The Hon. Surveyor General then sat down
amid the applause of both sides of the
House.

MR. RITCHIE.

Mr Ritchie said in rising to reply to his
hon friend that all would agree that this was
the first time they had heard him make such
extensive remarks, and thought that they
had often had resolutions before this House
which affected the hon gentlemen and his
department to a greater extent than had this
debate; but never before had they had a
three hour speech from him. What's in the
wind? He had gone outside of his usual
course on this occasion. For some reason or
other his hon colleague from the City and
County of St. John had enraged the hon
Surveyor General, and he seemed to have
forgotten what had been. said by the hon
mover of the address—the gentleman who
had received some of that whitewash of
which the hon Provincial Secretary seems
to have such a large stock on hand. The
mover of the address had said in reference
to our surroundings that we should treat one
another kindly, and this had been over-
looked. The Hon Surveyor General had
presented a jumble of figures which no one
knew the meaning of but himself; but their
tenor seemed to be that the Government had
not been extravagant but more economical,
and he would like to know who it was they
had excelled in economy. It had been
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