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the Duke of Hamiltoi, of the Naraganset Territory, afterivards part of Rhode Island
to Mason of New Hampshire; and to Fernando Georges and others, grants on the
Kennebec River; and in 1624 they made a grant 'of lands at New Plymouth to cer-
tain.persons wh' had before settléd there. This was called the Colony-ofNew Ply-
mouth. In 1635 this Company, surrendered its Charter to the Crown. On this dur-
render some of the sub-granteesi as the Duke of Hamikon and Fernando Géorges,
obtained peculiar grants from Charles the First; the latter was afterwards called the
Province of Maine.'

i Masachuaett, Bew In 1628 the Company of Plymouth sold a tract to Sir H. Roswell and otheïs, who
formed on it a seulement, which.n: .1629 was incorporated by a Royal Charter and
became the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. - I 1639, the Charterof Massachusetts
Bay was adjudged in Banco Regis to be seized into the King's .. hands; and in 1684
was cancelled in Chancery. That and some of the other. Colonies seem to have had
from this time nolegal Governument, except a Governor and Council, till the Revo-
lution of 1688. In.1691 the. New Charter of Massachusetts Bay was granted. It
contains the following clause :-" We do by these presents inéorporate-into one real

Province, by the name of 'The Province of Massachusetts Bay in, New England,'
:viz.ithe former ColonyQf Massachusétts Bay, the Colony of New:PImouth, the Pro-

vince of Maine, the Territory of Acadia or Nova Scotia, and the tract lying between
Nova Scotia and the Province of Maine; and all Islands within ten leagues pposite
to the main land within the said bounds." ..This may seem, at the frat gh nce, an

instance of several Provinces, having distinct Legis!atures, being without theiÏconsent
.nited.into one by a Royal Charter; but a closer examination will shoW that this
Charter had.no such operation. 'None of. the Territôries.so united to Massachusette
had then aný separate Government or. Legal Constitution. The Provinc of Maine
having béen granted by the Council of New Plymouth to Sir F. Georg , he, after
the dissolution of that' Council, obtained .agrant of it from the Crown in 1639, with
palatinate powýers of Governmënt ;and the Agents of 'Maïsachusetsý Bayi which had
long claimed this tract of country as part of their own Province, and had by the vo-
luntary submission:of the inhabitants in. Maine since .1652 exercised jurisdiction over
it, at length, in 1677, urchased this grant of Georges' heir or assigns. Aftet which.
pQrchase Maine was legàlly held .and possessed. by the Coinpany of Massachusetts.
'rheColony of New Plymouth had never been legally constituted by the Crown: .the
Charter of the Plymouth Company having been surrendered. The powersofself-go
vernment in this Colony: were a mere usurpation of a Royal Franchise. The territory
ofAcadia or Nova Scotia had never been planted,/and was at that time in the posses-
sion ofthe French, to whom ithad been ceded by the T[eaty of Bieda. And the tract
lying between Nova Scotia and the Province of Maineçws the Sagahadoc Territory,
which -had been granted in 1664 by King Charles the Second to the Duke of York.
It. was for somne time: annexed to the Governmeùt of 'New Y:i'ork; It -was byý the
French included in the Territory of Acadia, and at the time of this Charter, 1691,
was, with all the rest of Acadia:or Nova- Scotia, ceded to and in the possession.of
that Power. .On. the death RofCharles the Second, the right, if any, to this Treritory
merged in the Crown by the accession of James the Seèond, and was by the Revolu-
tion of King William and Queen Mary at the time of this Charter, and, like Nova
Scotia, asyet.uninhabited by British subjects.: In 1774, by the statute of.14 Geon Ill
c. 4,5, this Charter offMassachusets was.annulled, sô far as relates to the Legislative
Council being elective, and the Crow was empoweredtopoitCnclrs"ae-
ably to the practice ' in Colonies, whereof the Governors are appointed by Commis-:
sion under the Great Seal.

New Hampshe Theoucil ofPlymouth,. in 1623, granted to Mason and others the Territories
thatafrwards becamne New Hampshire ; but no powers of government .assed to
these assignees. The settlers in New iHalmpshire, in 1641, voluntarily submitted to
and invited the jurisdiction of Massachusetts' and sent Deptities to its Assetmbly: tilt
1679. The proprietor, Mason, as well as Georges the propfietor of' Maine com-

plained


