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The Growing of Flax

The growing of flax is yearly becoming
more extensive in the West. In the
province of Saskatchewan, particularly,
many farmers have realized enormous
profits from flax crops in the past few
years

The enormous quantity of linseed oil
consumed now-a-days and the
linen manufacturing companies that are
in operation, combined with the failure
of the flax crops in many of the older
of the United States has affected
the price for the raw material, and made
flax a profitable grain to grow in the
West. No other grain has shown greater
gains in price in one year than has flax
this season. Fourteen months ago farm
ers netted about 81,40 per bushel for flax
seed. This fall from $2.00 to $2.50 per
bushel was paid for flax. At the latter
figure an acre of land yielding, say,
twenty bushels of flax means that the
crop is worth $50 00
high estimate, but it is conclusive prool
that profitable returns can be made out of
flax so long as the price remains anywhere
pear the present figures. The Winnipeg
market price at the time this article was
written was $32.35 per bushel. Not only
is there a large profit in fax seed, but the

many

distniels

This is indeed a very

straw is & very valuable commaodity, and
should linen lactories be established in
this country, it would greatly increase the
value of the fax crop to the larmer
A movement.was set on foot some eight
months ago to establish a factory in
Winnipeg, and in all probability, the
scheme will be carried oul the ensuing
seasun

“Flax Sick™ Soll

Many farmers have refrained from the

growing of fax for the simple reason
that | verish the soil
In the United States a condition of the
soll known as “Hax sick™ has prevailed
in many sections of the sutry, to such
an extent as o eause the abandonment

of Bax as a crop.  On such soils, Bax plants

are altacked at any age, and die carly or
late, sccording to the lime and the
intemsity of the attack. Many of the
plants in an sggravated attack are killed
befure they al the surface of
the ground Beld spols become

the )

cetiltve © they enlarge L «
oul the sum new plants sickes
undd their marging, fina

wilt, and die arvous
: Beld »

ed appear

giving the enlire

ance Young plants wilt enly, dry

uy or decny ¥ the weather s moist
Older woudy plants becom sickly and
weak, turs yellow, wilt ot the top, and
c wly Such plants are eanly pulled
up. owing to their decuyed root system
Most of the roots of semsed plants
ar end and have & charsciensl ashen
Kre ' i the plant s attacked late
[} the season, this Pray ovlor may be
Hmited o one side o { the laproot
In such coses the leaves and bheanches
the affected side are ghite i the
d a0e 2 Ow wilh e seed f
bee B ' s lew g s . .
altach g the B N » such
plants sy Le ve e "
th ghout e | . cacupe & -
u . -h

| L » e ! ¢ the disense, each
Bew e ] f ma ol » "

tly 1o reach s several adjacent

rows These iunle B AfeAs Afe
pearly slways o ar, and enlarge esch
ear that fax s grows ther A
fsense spot & ball foot 1
Bret - may b . I . { »
foot the Ves Thue y & lew
yoars are reg vl for the disense 1o pain
ole  Possans f & B The

{iocarse t perteasls s 4 B t
sown 10 Ban, but the disense arvas may
even enlarge whe fax is prese
Whe sl e inflected Ay
knows to reader it suitable lor Bax again

How (he [Macase Spreads

This s esventinlly & » fisense, ot
i spren the ways suggeete ndet »
fisesses tably by sodl particies, drs
age waler, » especially disensesd Ban
siraw sheh may g ] the manure

The chief agent of disemination, however

# the seed In threshing, the sporen of

the cnusenl Tungus, which are sbhundant
wpon the dead siraw, & gmenl wpoa

the sendd. ospecially ¥ it be masst
To pryvent earrying the

focted, AN see oh i be de

fisense to land
yet
nfected in the | -

U se formaldehyde at the rate of | pound
o 40 or A3 palions rend the
seed wpon & lght Boor or eanvas sl
sprmbkle s small amouat
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of the liquid. Shovel, hoe, or rake the
grain over rapidly. Repeat this sprayin,

shoveling, and raking until all of the nut
are evenly moistened, yet not wet enough
to mat or gum together. Contioue to

| stir the grain, so that the mass may become

dry as soon as possible. Avoid any
excess of moisture. I fax seeds are
dipped in the solution or are allowed to
become wet enough to soften the coats
s0 that they stick together, they will be
considerably injured or even killed.

The solution mentioned is strong enough
to kill all seeds if they are made thoroughly
wet or are sllowed to stay quite dam
for some hours. Less than one-half
gallon of solution is requires to treat one
bushel of seed. It is well also to burn all
the infected straw sad to aveoid planting
too deep

Soil Preparation

Flax is frequently grown oa spring
breaking for the reason that it can be
sown later than other grains and frequeat-
ly good crops have been harvested, but as
ax is & particular feeder, taking most of
its food from the soil in the first month
or six weeks of its growth, & well prepared,
mellow, seed-bed is advisable and in
bringing this about early fall plowing that
has been packed and well harrowed is
helpful. Flax is rather slow to sprout and
for this reason should be sown whea the
land is in good moist condition so as the
weeds will not get a start of the crop
Two pecks per acre is about the desired
quantity to sow

In Seskaichewsn snd Alberts flax has
been sown with oats with good success,
especially on beavy land that et crops
wll frequently lodge. The cals are sown
first .:} whea the nts are up between
three and four ine the fax is sowa.
In this way ldging s preveated Lo s grest
extent as the Sax straw is otiff and strong
and holds the oats up. Hoth grains are
threshed together and the Bax can thea
be readily separsted from the vals by Lhe
fsnning mill. Te my koowlelge, this
experiment has nut been tried with whest
on summer lallowed land thal has & ten-
dency to lodge, but N would se dosbt
prove as ssucvesslul with the whest s
the oats. Both grains could be sold
together and separsied at Fort William.
I soy of the Western farmers have trved
o Bax with whest the Gruin
fuu-«-‘ Grios would be plessed 1o
beat from them as to the merits of the
syslem

A STARTLING STATEMENT

It bas been sald by these whe bave
investigated the matier carefully that,
although st the age of 45 fully 80 per
cont. of men are sstablished in what
ever pumsuit they foliow and are ia
receipt of incomes in excess of thelr
expenditure, st the age of 60 it bas been
found that 85 per cent. are dependent
upon their daily -uuﬁ, or uped thelr
children for support say, 8o doubt,
read the despateh from Detreit which
recently appeared in  the Casadias
papers and which described the condi
thon of » s whe but & lttle more
than forty years age was & ‘‘Ssancial
power '’ in that city, whe bad & “‘pals
tial home'’ on one of the ment fashion
sble thoreughfares, entertained lavishly
and to whom every pemsosn, bigh asd
low, was prepared o pay luuﬁ- Bet
the faten were agninst him o wuf
fered serious fnancial losses, and whea
be began to go dowsn Ml he found It

s properly greased for the cccasion
iis friends deserted him lke rats from
s sinking ship, and sew st 8 yean of
sge, after his day s labor, be wends his
ty with the beat, brokes
bave inflgence
sames o8 the

way o the
jfown oM men whe
have thelr
ty's pay mll

T™he morsl s that out of your abus
lance something should be laid aside
for declining yoars, and lavesieon where
thieves sannet rench it and where one
cannot be deprived of It in any pessible
war. This means s aforded you snder
the Cangdian Gevernment Assuities st
which the Parliament of Canada

s the sossion of 1908, and which r»
evived the wnanimous support of beth
siden of the House

You may gt all infermation by
sppiying ot the Pest Offes, o by
addressing the Superistendent of A»
suities, (Miaws

Don't dlemantle the engine o
M it orefuses to siart. You sy
that ynhv.ﬂlv‘d-&m

of the pracline.
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