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of the protective system ami hi» publu ad­
dress was a tl<-ar expiaition of the protective 
tariff system and its iniquities together with 
the advantages oi j free trade ^ it is [well 
known that the rityf jxuple are the sir ingest 

% sup|iorten> of tlie pr«»tc< luxust system Most 
of the fat tories of ( "ana<la are m tlie cities 

* anti tlie |ifotci Uoiiisls tiave always preat bed 
that free trade would mean the closing of these 
factories or great decreases in wages It.is 
said tliat if any statement is made often enough 
people will believe it The farmers of Western 
Canada are well informed as to the burden 
which the protective system places upon therp 
and m or tier to ave themselves from further* 
burdens it will be necessary lor them to assist 
very generously in linanung the Free Tratle 
League l>r < lark's ixtilres-xs will tar pub­
lished in Tlie < iuide.

A DAViEkOLS EXPEIttMENT

The protectionist journals of Canada are 
very mut h elated l*< au «- of >) t restrictions 
whith the iirilisl. g«<veniment is plating upon 
a considerable range of imjiorts These re­
strict K<lt= have altogether been mat le to release 
more ocean tonnage for other purjjo-.es or to 
cripjjje ( jerman trade There has been nothing 
thine by the British government in the nature 
of a protective tarif I. whatever may lx- done 
in tlx- future. Great Britain Is fighting the 
liattlc not only in theZtrenches but also in the 
comniert lal world and British statesmen realise 
that by killing absolutely the foreign trade 
of Germany they will more quickly bring the 
German military jxjwers to terms It is absurd 
to apply these conditions to Canada which 
is already suifering and has for many years 
suffered in its national development by the 
trade restrictions and tarif Is which havt.lxen 
un posed for tlx- benefit uf*a very small pro­
portion of the jjopulaliun. g

It .is'an in Aimed in tlx- press that a move* 
ment is afoot be tween tlx Dominion and Marti* 
Ufa governments for the release of tlx in­
terned German ami Austrian prisoners at the 
Brandon «kUnlKXi tamp in order that they 

~ "may work un tlx farms during seed tinx 
These men were all taken into custody becau.**- 
they were uxisiierrd enemies of the country 
and dangerous to lx at large If they wen 
dangerous and inmblmOflMl I « lore they were 
arrested they are* liable to lx more su after 
havuig been nu|xiM»ixd. There is undoubt­
edly a slxirtage of farm Iwlp but very few 
farmers will care to run the risk of having 
these men in their homes so long as the war 
is in progress If these jxisoncr» were all 
suflxiently ilangvrous to he arrested it is only 
common tense to toosider that they arc still 
suflxwntly ilangeriAts to hr kept under arrmt 
nr unde-r guard until the war a over

The newsj»ajxTs announce tliat tlx* jxo- 
molers of tlx < anadian Northern Railway are 
l>rv|<ÿqnig to make their annual raid on the 
jaiUk treasury at Ottawa They always 
coax like the robins in the spring and appar­
ently are quite as wekonx in jxiiilkal circles 
at Ottawa. We have no doubt that they 
will get away with the money they want 
There will, of course, lx a vigorous criticism 
and a trenx-mlou» amount of exj»lanation, 
and a little real honest op|*xition, but finally 
tlx government will Ixk it# followers into line 
like little men and the* taxpayers will foot the 
lall,

Present mdivatiuo» are that the number of 
•okliers who will asst in jxiiting m the seed 
this sjjnng will lx comparatively lew Those 
who have farms of their own will no doubt 
take advantage of the opportunity to jail in

the seed Ixit a great majority of the soldiers 
do not seem im lined to go out to the farms 
for a month to helj» the- farmers The situ­
ation is serious and farm help is badly needed 
this sprmg Kvrryrhmg possible stiontd he 
«lone to encourage tlx* soldiers to renik-r this 
help Many of them prolxhly d«j not rvalue 
that they will lx getting double piay during 
the time they art- working on the farm This 
shoulil be an inducement and local command­
ing officers might also entourage them to take 
hold of the farm work this spring.

There is no reason why any grain grower 
slxiuld lx without a copy of the Canada Grain 
Act. This act is really the grain growers' 
Bill of Rights and every farmer should know 
every paragrajih in it; in fact, if he could rejxat 
it all from memory he would lx the better 
for it. Another very valuable document which 
every tanner should have is a pamphlet 
entitled “Grain Inspection in Canada," written 
by Dr Magill, chairman of the Cram Com­
mission. It describes the ^hok* system of 
gram inspection Any fanner may have either 
one or both of these by simply sending a. 
post card to tlx Department of Trade and 
Commerce. Ottawa, and asking for them. 
Any local secretary may sesxl a complete list 
of his members with the post oflkx addressjuf 
each and the department will mail copies of 
each jiamphlcl to tlx members individually.

Farmers as a rule are too sensitive about 
tl ctr financial obligations. If they were to 
exrliange cxpcnetxes on financial matters as 
they do on shipping gram it would be easier 
u. lxing about a solution Farmers should 
talk with each other more about then mort­
gage* and Uxtr Ixu note* and their bank 
loans. Such exchanges would be extra­
ordinarily helpful ,
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