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* THE TEACHINGS OF THE NEW TES-
TAMENT IN ITS BROAD SPIRIT.”

A clause in the will of the late Charles
Dickens reads thus:—** I commit my soul to
the mercy of God, throwgh ocur Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, and I exhort my dear
children to try to guide themselves by the
teachings ot the New Testament in its broad
spirit, and to put no faith in any man’s narrow
construction of its letter.”

It is not the prerogative of erring man to
decide with reference to the eternal destiny of
any of his fellows. Sometimes the fruit of a
good or evil life is so apparent that there seems
no room for doubt, and we are inclined to ex-
press a judgment when we should not do so.
Especially should this be the case with an evil
life, for an oft-quoted and true couplet says :

‘ While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may retarn.”

Though Mr. Dickens, according to the testi- |
mony of one of his acquaintances in the
** Advance,” as quoted by Zion's Herald,
‘“never read the Bible, never kept the Sab-
bath, never associated with religious people,”
and displayed his hospitality by ** a continuous
bibulous festivity from noon till midnight,” yet,
when he committed bis soul *‘to the mercy of
God through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Cbrist,” he certainly sceu%l to go to the right
source for pardon and salvation.

But, what does he mean by *‘ the teachings
of the New Testament in its broad spirit,” aud
‘‘ any man’s narrow construction of its letter "
Expressions of this kind are somewhat com-
mon. They are frequently met in the current
literature of the day. What do they =ignify ?
There is much ambiguity about them. They
may be made to bear various meanings; but
there cannot be much doubt as to their inten-
tion.  They are intended to convey the idea
that, in general, too little attention is paid by
those whose duty it is to explain the teachings
of the New Testament, to its offers of salva-
tion to all, and too much attention to its com-
mands and warnings—or, in another form, too
little attention is given. to the love of God
which bas opened up to all men the pathway to
a bappy immortality, and which sympathizes
with men in all their trailties and imperfections,
and too much attention to the marks and con-
sequences of impiety. Something like this is
the meaning which persons in general would
gatber from them, and they are calculated,
coming as they do from one whose writings are
s0 popular and so evidently the products of a
great mind, to foster the too-prevalent disposi-
tion to presume upon the Divine mercy.

Now, I protest against these general views
of the New Testament as an incorrect repre-
sentation of its ** broad spirit,” and asa ‘‘ nar-
row construction of its I protest
against them as the opinions of men who, in
many cases, ‘* never read the Bible,” and who
have no right to dogmatize or exhort with ref-
erence to its contents. I believe that Jesus
Christ, who came from heaven to save me,
loves me more than any humanitarian ever did
or can. I believe that Jesus Christ knows how
to direct me to avail myself of the mercy of
God better than any human being, however
great an authority bhe may be, ever did or can;
and, baving His own words and His own re-
quest to ‘‘ Search the Scriptures,” I go to
them as to the fountain-head of true instruc-
tion. What is the ** broad spirit” of the Sav-
iour’s teachings? He says, *If any man
thirst, let him come unto me and drink,” “* and
him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast
out.” He bids His servants herald the good
tidings of his coming and His sacrificial death
to ** every creature.” He gives me most posi-
tive assurance that, no matter who I am, or
where I live, or what I have been, He is able
to save me. But, does He teach we to put my
dependence in His ability to save aad to rest
in the conviction that because He can save,
therefore He will save > By no means; that is
a ‘“narrow construction” of the letter of His
words. These assurances of His ‘‘free and
undistinguishing regard” must be supplement-
ed by a personal faith in Him which will lead
me to keep His commandments and love His
people ; and the necessity of such faith io order
to salvation is brought out in strong relief by
the contrast, ** He that believeth not shall be
damned.” He exhorts me to look into my
beart and at my life for evidences of piety;
and likening Himself to a vine and His Father
to a husbandwan, says, ‘“'Every branch in me
that beareth not fruit be taketh away.”

** The teachings of the New Testament in
its broad spirit” evidently are, that we must
rely on no other views of the Divine mercy
than those which lead us to be Christ-like in

our abhorrence of sin and ‘love ot holiness,

letter.”

and any other interpretation is a *‘ narrow con-

struction of its letter.” ‘
C. J.

THE ENGLISH CONFERENCE.

(From the Watchman.)
BursLeM, Tuesday.
FIRST SESSION.

The doors ot the Conference chapel were
opened this morning at half-past eight. At
nine the spacious platioria, the body of the
chapel, and the front pews of the gallery were
filled with Methodist preachers, many of tbfm
rendered venerable by long and faithful service
for the Lord Christ. The solemn but joyous
gratitude and hope which all felt found appro-
priate expression in the beautiful hymn begin-
ning— ¢
And are we yet alive,

Aud see each other’s face !
which the President announced, and which ail
joined in singing, aod in Psalm exlv., read by
the Secretary. Mr. Rattenbury and Dr. Scott
then engaged in prayer.

The first business of Conference, according
to the requirements of Mr. Wesley's Deed of
Declaration, is the filling up of vacancies in
the Legal Hundred. On calling over the roll
it appeared that four members of the Hundred
had died during the year, and that six, having
been supernumeraries for four years, were dis-
qualified. There were thus ten vacancies, four
more than last year. Five of these were filled
by election from among the ministers who bad

entered the work before 1882. The increase
in the number of the preachers, and recent

arrangements with reference to these elections,
have rendered admission to the Hundred, even
on the ground, in part, of seniority, a high dis-
tinction, and of such distinction all felt that the
brethren, J. E. Coulson, J. Talbot, W. H.
Sargent, W. 1. Taylor, and Sawuel Simpson,
elected this morning, were worthy
The names of twelve ministers, including one
of the above, were placed before the Confer-
ence for election on nomioation. Tle five cho-
sen were: Mr. Hellier, who, as Mr. Jenkins
(said in nominating him, was not a platform
man, but prepared platform men.
had not been cradled in Methodism, but Meth-
i odism was the Church of his choice. He be-
| lieved its doctrines, sincerely accepted its pol-
lity, and approved its discipline. Methodism
could look back to a glorious past, and forward,
be believed, to a glorious tuture.—Mr. Rad-

him as a new reason for liviug more closely to
God, and labouring diligently for Methodism.
—Mr. Walton, who gracefully accepted the
distinction as intended to nark the great love
of the Conference for the work in which he had
been engaged, and for the missionary brethren
with whom it had been his privilege to associ-

[ ate.—Mr.“Woolther, who professed himselt a

Methodist by birth, by education, by choice,
and Ly long and happy experience. No won-
der, therefore, if, as he humorously confessed,
to Methodist honours,
—Mr. Edwards, to whose high services to Me-
thodism amid many difficulties his colleague,
Mr. Bedford, had borne testimony, and who

rejoiced to be one among the first received into

he bad in youth aspired

the Hondred by a vote resting upon a more
extensive basis tnan heretofore.

This remark of Mr. Edwards reminds us of
what we ought, perbaps, to have noted betore,
that this year, in accordance with a resolution
of last Conference, the privilege ot voting in
these elections, and in the election of Presi-
dent and Secretary, is extended from preach-
ers who have been fourteen years in the minis-
try, to all who have travelled ten years.

The question of who shall be our next Pre-
sident? is one always much canvassed by Meth-
odist preachers as Conference approaches.
This year the fact that there would be an in-
crease in the number of those qualified to vote
made it more difficult than usual to predict the
It was known that the opinion and
sympathy of the Conference were almost equally

results.

divided as to the comparative qualification of two
eminent ministers. Great interest was felt in
the issue, and that interest seemed to increase
to the last moment. When Dr. Jobson stood
up to state the result of the ballot, periect still-
ness prevailed. The announcement that the
Rev. John Farrar bad been called to the chair
he had occupied so worthily sixteen years ago,
was greeted with warm and general applause—
a true omen, it may be said, of the perfect loy-
alty and respect with which even those who had
been most active in promoting the election of
another accepted the decision. This election
prepared the way for the virtually unanimous
call to Dr. James to the Secretary’s desk, which
Mr. Farrar had occupied for fourteen years.
The President’s address, on being called to
the chair, was singularly affectiog, especially
when, referring to his being now the only sur-
vivor of those who occupied the platform when
be was first called to it, he appropriated the
words—

My company before is gone.

He had seen nearly all before him introduced
into the ministry, his band had been laid in
ordination upon the heads of five hundred of
his brethren, and about two hundred had passed
under his instruction. He briefly reviewed the
history of Methodism during the forty-eight
years of his ministry, and expressed his joy
that it never swerved from the truth,nor admit-
ted any essential change in its discipline.

The Secretary then acknowledged the vote
by which his brethren bad honoured bim. In
doing so he touchingly referred to bis intimate
friendship through life with Methodist preach-
ers, to bis now sainted father, and to his mother
still alive to know the honour conferred upon
him. He expressed his gratification at seeing
Mr. FARRAR in the chair, and said he should
endeavour to follow, it might be with unequal
steps, the example he had set him so long.

A vote of thanks to the Ex-PRESIDENT was
then moved, in very appreciative terms, by his
predecessor, Mr. HaLL, and seconded in the
same way by Dr. Wappy, be being the oldest
Ex-President then ia the Conference.

Dr. JoBsox, in acknowledging the vote,
which was passed with perfect beartiness and
unanimity, expressed his gratitude to Gob tor
the grace vouchsafed him, and his joy at being
able to lay down the responsibilities of the
Presidency.

Thanks were also presented to Mr. FARraR
At two o'clock,
according to custom, the doors of the chapel
were thrown open; and a large number of
ladies and gentlemen who bad been waiting
outside, were admitted to what is known as the
** Conference Prayer-meeting.” Dr. OsBoRrN,
Mr. GERVaSE SMITH, Mr. ARTHUR, and Dr.
RiGG engaged in prayer.

THE OPEN BESSION.

for his services as Secretary.

An open session of Conference was beld in
the evening. The public were admitted by
tickets, distributed, as is the custom, among
the families entertaining ministers. According
to announcement the body of the chapel was to
bave been reserved for members of the Con-
ference, but the crowd not ouly took posses-
sion of the galleries, but of a great part of the
platform, and of the many pews in the body of
the chapel. Many came boping to hear Bishop
Sivpsox and Dr. FOSTER. the representatives
of the American Methodist Episcopal Church ;
but neither of these gentlemen had yet ar-
rived.

After devotional exercises

ter Conferences.
sentatives of the Irish Conference.

bearty welcome.

In acknow-
ledging the honour done him, he stated that he '

cliffe, who said he regarded the honour done |

the President | everywhere a most painstaking, attractive, and
sketched the proceedings of the morning, and 50“":‘3"1"3 preacher. :
said that those of the evening would be such as burning zeal, was mndf‘ greatly useful, and,
would bave occupied the Counference bad mia- | though early cailed to his reward, has left be-
isters only been present—namely, the reviewing { bind him a name which "
affiliated representatives from affiliated and sis- | forth.” Mr. WiLLiam SmitH, Mr. ExcEy, Mr.

The Secretary then introduced the repre- | ply names), united bigh qualifications in she
The Pre- | pulpit to exemplary diligence in every depart-
sident shook bands with each and gave them a | ment of their work. As one obituary after an-

The address of the Irish Conference having truth of the old remark, “Oﬂ’]lﬂdlﬂ':"-

been read, Mr. J. W. M‘Kay, the senior mem-
ber of the deputation, spoke at length, and
Mr. R. C. Jones his colleague, more briefly.
The address and the statements made of Me-
thodistic progress in Ireland were cheering.
Though a ** leakage " had taken place, through
emigration and death, of 1,900 members,
these losses had been supplied, and a net in-
crease of 304 was reported. The Connexion
bad made marked progress in chapel building,in
the removal of debt, and in primary and supe-
rior education. Great need was felt 1or more
of the unpaid agency in which English Me-
thodism is so wealthy. A reference made
by Mr. M‘Kay to the service Mr. Arthur had
rendered at Belfast was received with
but a hint that possibly the English Conference

cheers,

might be asked for a ** continuance of its loan ™
was answered by general cries of ** No, no.”
| The address and the speeches breathed a
| strong spirit of Protestantism, and earnest ap-
! peals were made for assistance in opposing the
| attempt of the Ultramontanes in Ireland to get
l'into their hands the education of the country.
The French Conference was next represent-
[ed. M. Hocart, who has been six times the |
| President of that Conference, dwelt upon the |

nature of the work in his own circuit, Lau-

sanne, and explained the admirable use made
of the Fletcher Memorial Chapel and build- |
ings

Ile described the personal sacrifices|
Methodist ministers in Irance are making tu}
support and extend their work, and the difficul- |
ties with which they contend; and be closed |
his very interesting address by r.ferring to
the mournful aspects of the war which had just
been proclaimed as he passed through France. |

The Rev. Gervase Smith, M. A., was in-
troduced amid loud applause, as the represen-
tative of the Canadian Conference. He pro-
fessed to be, and at first he seemed, embar-
rassed, but very soon shaking off that embar-
rassment, he gave a speech which was tho-
roughly appreciated by his audience. He told
ot the happy Conference he had attended in
Canada under the presidency of his old friend
Mr. Punshon (each mention of whose name
He then
to speak of the influential position of Metho-
dism in the
among the Indian and French Romaa Catho-

was received with cheers). went on

Dominion, and of mission work

lics. ‘The speech was full of heartiness and
humour, but was somewhat lacking in clear-
ness of detail. It
:l\l:lph'\] to

was, we thought, better
a popular assembly than to the
Conference

‘\v"\hl"‘dil Y.

This morning, in seconding a vote of thanks

g
to the Assistant-Secretaries and Letter-writers
Mr. Haypox found opportunity to express his
delight at seeing Mr. FARKAR in the chair, and
in Dr. JaMmEs's election to fill the office beld
for fourteen years by Mr. FArrak. He raised
a general smile by saying he hoped Dr. JaMEs
might not be Secretary so long as his predeces-
sor, but might soon be raised to a higher posi-
tion. Mr. R.N. YounG was called to the desk
vacant by the election of Dr. James, and Mr.
F. Greeves was appointed to succeed Mr,
YounG as letter-writer. The other members
of the Conference secretariat, Messrs. H. W.
Wirriams, M. C. Ossor~n, L. H. WisEMAN.
M.A., and W. T. RADCLIFFE were re-appoint-
ed.

On the motion of the ex-President, seconded
by Mr. RATTENBURY, and supported by Mr.
W. SHaw and others, the Conference passed,
very cordially, a vote of thanks to Dr. OsBor~
tor the able lecture he delivered, in connection
with the Feruley lectureship, on Monday even-
ing, on the person and work of the Holy Spirit.

The invitation of the Manehester circuits to
bold the Conference of 1871 in that city was ac-
cepted. Suggestions from district meetings
and memorials from circuits were next read,
and placed in the hands of a Committee, to be
reported upon. Notices of motion were also
The addresses trom the Conferences of
Eastern British America and Australia were
read, and Dr. GEORGE ScoTT spoke as the re-
presentative of the tormer of these Cnferences.
On the motion of Dr. RicG a Committee was
appointed to consider the Burials Bill and the
proposed Religious Census, and to advise the
Conterence whether it should take action, and,
At the
suggestion of Mr. HorLaxp, the **Glebes
Loan Bill” was also referred to the consider-

g‘n‘un.

if so, what action on these subjects.

ation of the Committee Questions relating to
the admission of ministers to ordination, the
continuance of probationers on trial, and the re-
ception of candidates to the ministry were con-
sidered. Of eighty candidates recommended
by the various district meetings, sixty-two were
accepted by the Conference. Forty-three of
these are designated to the home work, and
All of them,
we are glad to note, are to have the benefit of
the Theological Institution.

nineteen to the foreign missions.

During the morning Mr. RATTENBURY made
a statement as to the very satisfactory position
of the Auxiliary Fund, and it was resolved to
make a small addition to the annual allowances
to the widows of ministers, and to supernumer-
aries who bad been in the full work thirty-nine
years or upwards.

Thursday.
The names of thirty-two brethren were given
this morning in answer to the solemn inquiry,
* What ministers have died during the year?”
An obituary, for insertion in the Minutes of
read ot each of these now
sainted men, and in the case of several a spoken

Conference, was

tribute ot affection and esteem was also render-
ed. The roll of the departed this year contains
*| the names of several men widely known and
Mr. Moss aud Mr. FLET-
CHER were repeatedly elected chairmen of dis-
tricts. Mr. F1ELD, whose ministry was begun
in India, continued in England, and closed,
amid great physical weakness, in Australia, was

greatly beloved.

Mr. Rorge was full ot

* as ointment poured

SHEARMAN, and others (for we must not multi-

other was read, the evidence multiplied of the

| Foster.

well.” The two most eminent hames on the
roll were those of Isaac Kerxrina and PeTER
M‘Owax. Mr. M*OWAN'S ministry was distin-
guished by exceeding fervour and power, and
was eminently successful.  Mr. KEELING united
in himself maoy high qualities of mind and
heart, and in 1855 was called to the chair of
tbe Conference. Among those who spoke while
these obituaries were under consideration was
Mr. WiLLiam TRaNTER, who began his minis-
try sixty-seven years ago, and is now the father
ot the Conference. He spoke of one ot the
oldest of the ministers, removed by death dur
ing the year, as his son in the Gospel. Mr.
JACKSON is, we believe, next in seniority to Mr.
TraNTER. This greatly honoured and vener-
able man is unable to attend Conference, but
bas sent to his brethren aloving message, bid-
ding them be careful to remove no landmarks.

To his message it was resolved to reply by a|ence of God, and urged his hearers to strive
letter of affectionate and respectful sympathy. |daily to lift the world nearer to God; they
A similar letter is also to be sent to Dr. | would receive power to do so, and would thus
| themselves also be brought nearer. After such

Dixox.
Duriog the morning a resolution was propos-
ed by Mr. ARTHUR, seconded by Mr. THORN-

Dr. Waddy, a respectful and affectionate re-
quest was addressed to Bishop Simpson that
he would preach before the Conference. The
Bishop promised compliance with the request,
and it was arranged that the service should be
held at one o’clock on Monday afternoon.

The proceedings of the morning bave been
very appropriately followed by the Conference
lovefeast in the evening. The venerable Wil-
liam Shaw presided. He spoke of having
been converted when fourteen, ot beginning to
preach when seventeen, and of labours, trials,
and successes during thirty-five years in Africa.
He exhorted all to live near to God, and bore
testimony from his own experience that he who

{has Christ in him the hope of glory may be
bappy under any circumstances. ke was fol-
|lowed by Bishop Simpson, who told how he
lwus enabled everywhere to realise the pres-

an ppening, and with the large chapel all but
| filled with members of Society in Burslem and

LEY SMITH, and supported by Drs. Waddy, | th¢ neighbourhood, interpersed evervwhere

Usborn, and Jobson, to address to Parha-
ment an earnest petition against certain- Acts
recently  discussed in the House

mons with closed doors. The feeling of the

Conference on the subject was exceedingly |
| preachers.

strong and indignant, and the resolution was
passed unanimously.

Friday.

The Conference enjoyed this inorning a great
treat in welcoming Bishop Simpson and Dr. R.
Tleir visit bad been anxiously ex-
pected, not only because they come as repre-
sentatives of the largest section of the Metho-
dist community, but tor their own sakes. Dr. |
Foster is known as the author of a very able |
and edifying book on ** Christian Purity ;" and
the name of Bishop Simpson, since his visit to
this country in 1857, has been a household

| eleven speakers,

word among English Methodists. Al were |
eager to hear the Bishop, perhaps those most |
so who bad hLeard him before.
himselt almost every quality requisite to charm |
in a Christian orator. His bearing is modest, |
unassuming, and gentlemanly; his address '

He unites in |

without effort the largest building.
cent, but it is forgotten almost immediately. '
His articulation of every syllable is singularly
distinct. To these graces of delivery he adds
higher qualities.  His style is at once easy and
flowing, and distinguished by ¢legaunce and puri-
ty. His matter is well arranged. His powers
of imagination and generalisation enable him to
idealise the subject of which he is speaking, and
to present it clearly and vividly before his au-
dience. His discourse is adorned with beauti-
ful illustrations and with exceedingly happy
scriptural allusions and quotations. A warm
lover of his uwn country, and full of counfidence
in its future, he is appreciative of what is great
and good beyond its limits. He has travelled
much, and seen many wmen, and cultivated wide
Christian sympathies. Above all, he habitually
realises the presence of God, and brings home
the consciousness of that presence to his hear-
ers. His manner is eminently serious and de-
vout, and his speaking is characterised by great
spiritual unction and power. The Bishop's re-
ferences to the mingled emotions he telt were
very touching. His joy at being in the English
Conference was chastened by sorrowful recol-
lections. He was there to supply the place of
Bishop Kingsley, who had formerly been his
pupil,afterwards his colleague,in the Episcopacy
who had been on an official tour to China, had
beld a Conference in India, had visited the Holy
Land, his feet had stood in Jerusalem, he was
just about to sail for Europe, when God called
him to himself. He referred to other bereave-
ments which the Churches of America and Eng-
land had been called to suffer. He then spoke
of the abolition of slavery as opening to his
Church a wide door to the colored population,
and of the rapid development of that Church
among them. He saw in this the promise not |
only of the spiritual emancipation of the 40,-
000,000 of coloured people in America, but of |
the evangelisation of Africa. Thus God would |
vindicate his providence, causing the wrath ot |
man to praise him. He proceeded to describe
the success of the Methodist Church in evange-
lising the foreign population that was continu-
ally pouring into their country from Germany,
from Scandinavia, from China and Japan, from
all parts of the earth, and showed how this bad
led to the establishment of missions in foreign
lands. He next described the progress made
by the Church be represented since his last visit
to England, thirteen years ago. The statistics
he gave, and those contained in the address,
were marvellous, but perhaps the most note-
worthy poig was that the growth of the Church
was quickly outrunning that of the population.
In the close of his address be described with
great power and impressiveness the tundamen-
tal principles of Methodism. They were, first,
a consciousness of the manitestation of the
Divine presence in their own mind ; and, second-
ly, the co-operation of all parts of the Church
in the advancement of Christ's cause. Metho-
dism, be believed, bad been raised up to be the
great counteractive of Popery, and was design-
ed in the providence of God to extend through-
out the world.

Dr. Foster followed Bishop Simpsén. Though,
judging from™ his address this morning, he is
oot so accomplished an orator as his distin-
guished colleague, be was listened to with great
interest as he described the educational agen-
cies of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He
bimself is the professor of systematic theology
in the recently established but very prosperous
Drew Theological Seminary. In that institu-
tion the students devote three years to classi-
cal and general studies, before enterig on the
four years’ theological course.

The Ex-President and Mr. Arthur were
called upon to respond to these addresses. In
doing so Mr. Arthur spoke at considerable
length and with much eloquence and power.
But our time and space are gone, and we can-
not note even the points upon which he dwelt.
We must refer our readers to the full report of
this interesting session which they will find
elsewhere.

On the motioa of Dr. Osbarn, seconded by

| with Methodist preachers, there could not but
|

| be a good loveféast. Though Mr. Shaw invited
of Com- |not only the ministers, but any one present to

the
preachers, and almost exclusively to the old
It was remarkable also that ot the
'JA\I

speak, the speaking was confined to

five been missionarics,

| in addition to Mr. Shaw, men so well known | pictured the Apostle bruised and bleeding

and beloved as Mr. Calvert, of Fiji, Mr. Cox,

of China, and Mr. Thomas of the Friendly Is- |

lands. It was delightful to hear such testimo-
nies of God's power to save from all sin, to fill
with his love, and to support in every circum-
stance of affliction and trial. The preseace of
God was felt throughout the meeting, and a
special unction attended the closing prayer.

. Saturday.
The Conference has been engaged to-day,
as well as during part of Thursday and Friday,
in inquiries relating to the moral character and
the fidelity in doctrine and discipline, of its
members. Inso large a body it must needs be
that offences will come, and it is a matter ot
gratitude when the number of delinquencies is

natural and easy ; his voice powerful, pleasant, | so sinall, and when it includes so few cases of | with one voice,
well modulated, able, we should suppose, to till ! serious character as this year. Itis also felt| thrill passed through them when the preacher
Perbaps | that the usefuloess of Methodism depends ’ said, * [ read this, ** I have fought a good fight,
there is in his speaking a slight Awmerican ac-|above all things upon the purity and tidelity of | I have finished my course, 1 have kept the

the value of

these frequent examinations of the preachers

its ministry. Hence retaining
one by one, and hence also the necessity, in
order that the examinations may be confiden-
tial, scrutinizing, faithful, that this portion of
the proceedings of Conference should not be
communicated in detail to the public. One
case, however, has occurred, which, thoagh it
involves grave dereliction from ministerial
propriety and trom Methodist pledges, does
not directly constitute an offence against mor-
als, and to which it may not be improper to re-
fer. One of the most painful proceedings of
last Conference had reference to Mr. Hughes,
who had published a book which the Confer-
ence characterized as ** challenging before the
world the ancient and established order o1
Methodism with relation to the class-meeting—
containing an attempt to attach to Methodism
the odium of recognising no membership in the
Christian Church beyond that created by mem-
bership of the Methodist Society—and laying
down principles for the constitution of a true
Christian Church, illiberal, impracticable, and
distinctly at variance, with the spirit and
teaching of the Holy Scripture.” The publi-
cation of such a book the Conference thought
** calculated to be detrimental not only to the
system of discipline, but to the spiritual and
evangelistic interests of Methodism.” The
offence having been proved, some thought
that the minister concerned, ought no longer
to be allowed a'place in the Conference, but
after a very lengthened discussion a resolution
was come to which virtually placed him on tri-
al for another During the year Mr.
Hughes has not wodified his views, or ceased
On the contrary he
has published another pamphlet on the subject.
He has therefore not only continued to object
to Methodist discipline, but has placed himself
in direct antagonism to the entire body, refus-

year.

from their publication.

ing to be restrained by its most earnestly pro-
He bas also as-
sailed—and in this the gravamen of the offence
consists—principles without assenting to which

fessed wishes and opinions.

he could never have become a Methodist min-
ister, and has thus committed, in the judgment
ot the Conference, a grave offence against
public faith and honour.

After hearing his defence, which contained
no hope ot change, and no promise of con-
formity to the expressed wishes and decisions
of his brethren, very careful and
anxious deliberation, in which Messrs. Bed-
ford, Arthur, Vasey, Dr. Osborn, the Ex-Pre-
sident, and Mr. B. Gregory took a leading
part, the Conference at length reluctantly
came to the conclusion that Mr. Hughes was
no longer fitted to sustain the responsibilities
of a circuit minister. It resolved, therefore,
to remove his name from the Minutes, but to
place it on the Journal of Conference as a su-
pernumerary. This, of course, will secure to
Mr. Hugbes the Connexional allowances; it
will also afford him the opportunity of return-
ing to the ranks of the ministry should be, af-
ter further consideration,
with the requirements of the Coonference.
More than two of those who spoke expressed
a wish thaj this might be the case

and after

be able to comply

Monday

The great event of to day bas been the
sermon the Conference bas been privileged to
bear from Bishop Simpson. According to pre-
vious arrangement, the business was suspended
atone o'clock. At this time the platform and
body of the chapel were crowded with mini:-
ters, many of whom had made special effort to
be present. When the doors were opened a
great multitude bastened to fill the galleries and
every unoccupied part of the chapel. The
Bishop gave as his fext Acts xx. 24, * But
none of these things move me, neither count I
my life dear unto myself, so that I might fin-
ish my course with joy, and the ministry
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” We
are writing hastily, but even bad we leisuze,

r

we should be
the discourse, or

atraid to attempt a description or
of the eff ectit
produced upon the audience. The preac her
ll" \l"'

ribed with great power ot analysis, and with

marvellous
began in quiet and measured tones

torceful appeals to the conscience, the marks
ot a true call to the Christian ministry ; he

illustrated by most graphic descriptions of St.;

Paul's character and career, the various duties
of the ministry and the entire devotion those
duties demand ; he insisted especially with pas-
sionate earnestness, upon the grand obligation
to preach Christ: and then, turning to the
congregation generally, he pressed upon them,
with most loving tenderness, but with the|

greatest fidelity, the duty of accepting the|

Gospel so preached to them. The sermon oc-
cupied more than an hour aud a (uarter, but

the breathless attention with which all listened |

—-

1on would raise £50,000 towands this object, he
would himself give as much. So noble a chal
1

lenge will, we trust, elicit many contribition on
a scale not yet thought of. No wonder
the Conference ¢ resist the request of

the Metropolitan Chapel Building Committee

that
uld not

and promised to appoint an efficient minister as

their secretary

Obituary.

Departed this life, in Halifax, on the morn-
ing of July 6, 1870, Siram INans, beloved
wife of Mr. Fletcher A. Hennigar, and second
daughter of Mr. R. L. Harris, of Hor
ton, in the 30th year of her age, leaving a deep-

Lower

ly affiicted busband, and a numerous circle of
relatives and friends to mourn their loss

to it was interrupted ounly by sobs, or by fre-
quent shouts of assent, or of thankfulness and
praise. When at its close we looked round
upon the audience we could scarcely see a dry
eve, and since the delivery of the sermon we
have heard no expressions with reference to it

except of the highest admiration. - Many of

Mrs. Hennigar, about seven years ago, gave

herself by personal consecration to Christ, and
funiled herself with the Weslevan Church at
i Horton. Soon after her removal to Halifax in
| October, 1868, she connected herself with Mrs.
| G. H. Starr's class, which she attended regular
ly up to the time of her death
tian character, Mrs. Starr, bears a pleasing and

To her Chnis-

those who heard it say that never before were | satisfactory testimony.

they so greatly moved. From an account writ-
ten by a friend we will venture to extract a
single paragraph. ** It is said that after a pas-
sage in one of Massillon’s sermons, descrip-
tive of the judgwment, his audience rose and
| shrieked in terror. When Bishop Simpson
[ from the maltreatment of a brutal mob, just
recovering {rom and said, He
speaks, * I can see his lips move—I bend down
to catch his whisper—What does he say?
** But aowe of these*things move me."’ and
then graphically described him beaten and im-
prisoned, dripping with the salt wave, just
saved from the wreck, vet crying still, * None
of these things move me;’ and then, finally,
sketched the Apostle, just befcre his death,
penning his last epistle to his dearly-loved son
in the Gospel, Timothy, and said, * As 1 look
over his shoulder I read—what ? Is it, ** Timo-
thy, give up preaching the Gospel, you will be
beaten, and imprisoned, and killed, if you con-
tinue to preach ?” s it that?" The great as-
sembly, wrought up to a high pitch, cried as
‘*No'no! and then a strange

his swoon,

\
[

faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day, and not to me
only, but to all them that love his appear-
ing.""

When Bishop Simpson had closed his sermon
the ex-President rose, and in suitable terms
proposed that the thanks of Conference should
be given to Bishop Simpson, for the sermon
they had just heard, and to Dr. Foster for his
sermon preached in the Conference Chapel on
Sunday night. Never was resolution of the
kind better deserved, or more heartily award-
ed. In presenting the thanks the President
said truly that hundreds would through life en-
tertain joyous recollections of that morning:
They would never forget either Bishop Simpson
or Dr. Foster. Dr. Foster was the first to re-
ply. He referred in most affecting terms to
the death of Dr. M‘Clintock, who had been
Bishop Simpson's colleague in the delegation
thirteen years ago, and whose last words, ‘It
will be all right, all right, all right,” had been
addressed to himself. The expressions of de-
light Dr. Foster used in speaking of what he
bad seen and heard in the Cooference, and es-
pecially of the order, the ability, and the Chris-
tian courtesy and fidelity with which the discus-
sions were conducted, were very grateful, for
all felt that be who uttered them was a man
whose good opinion was wortb having. Bishop
Simpson, in the name of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, as well as his own, thanked the
Conference for the great courtesy with which he
and his colleague bad been received, and ear-
nestly asked that a deputation from the British
Conference might visit the next General Con-
ference in America. The desire he expressed
that the Churches and nations might be drawn
more closely together was warmly responded to
by all, and not only the Conference and the
Methodist people, but Englishmen generally,
will receive with pleasure his assurance that all
thoughtful and godly people in America would
regard war between that country and England
as & calamity second only to that of national
extioction.

The President then in the name of the Con-
ference shook hands with the delegates, and ex-
pressed the wish that they might be favoured
with a bappy and prosperous return voyage.
All felt that by sending such a deputation the
American General Conference had done honor
both to itself and to the British Conference.

Tuesday.

There are three subjects in the proceedings
of to-day to which Methodist people will look
with deep interest. The first is the retirement
of Dr. Waddy from the active services of the
ministry. Very touching and beautiful were
the tributes paid to his many high qualities, and
very great will be the satisfaction of his friends
throughout the country to know that though he
has been a Metbodist preacher forty-seven
years, and though be spoke this morning touch-
ingly of his silments aud defects, yet he is still
a bale old man, not oaly wise in counsel, but
full as ever with wit and humor, able frequent-
ly to occupy the pulpit, and, if we may judge
from the character of his speeches in Confer-
ence, to preach with as great force and beauty
as ever. May God in his mercy spare him
long to his family‘ to Methodism, and to the
country. A second point of interest, which we
will but mention, is the proposal made this
morning by the ex-President, and sanctioned
by the Conference, to place a monument to
John and Charles Wesley in Westmiaster Ab-
bey. The third point is the announcement of
an act of generosity on the part of Sr Francis
Lycett, which hitherto, we believe, bhas been
without precedent in Methodism. The Com-
mittees of Review heard with admiration of Sir
Francis’' design to give £10,000 towards the
erection of Methodist chapels in London. This
morniog Mr. Arthur read from him a letter ex-
pressing a hope that within ten, or perhaps
seven years, fifty Methodist chapels may be

ness, she won the

During her_short residence in Halitax, by

{ her amiable disposition and Christian stesdfast-

esteem and atfectionate re-
gards of numerous acquaintances; and though
her removal from prospective usefuloess, and
from an increasingly happy home, was sudden
and unexpected, she bas left the unquestiona-
ble assurance that she is now enjoying the *Rest
prepared for the people of God in cur Father's
house on bigh.”

How much Mrs. Hennigar was esteemed by
those who knew her best, was evidenced by the
deep sorrow the news of her sudden death pro-
duced in her native village, where her mortal
remains were committed to the sanctuary of the
dead, there to rest till the morning of the res-
surrection; and by the universal sympathy of
the large congregation that listened with so
lemn attention to the discourse delivered in im
provement of the mournful event, on the follow-
ing Sabbath morning.

May the sudden bereavement effectually
admonish her afflicted husband, relatives and
friends to watch, and to be also ready to greeg
their departed loved one,

“ Only just across the river, on l-m other shore,”

August 1870, C.

MR.

RICHARD DAWSON

‘* Mark the perfect man, and behold the up-
right, for the end of that man is peace.”’

Mr. Richard Dawson the subject of this brief
memoir,was born in the year of our Lord 1780,
at Mount Pleasant, near Bandon, County of
Cork, Ireland. He was brought to experience
a saving change of heart when about 20 years
of age, through the instrumentality of Metho-
dism, and to the day of his death continved a
faithful and devout follower of Christ, and a
true lover of that people to whom, under God,
be owed his religious inpressions and cohver
sion.

His early Christian life was one of great trlal,
and his piety was brought to the severest test,
for his parents were members of the established
church and could not bear the thought of their
son becoming a Methodist, a people in those
days especially, everywhere spoken against,
consequently they used every means in order
to draw or drive bim from so dangerous a peo-
ple, as they thought, and bring Lim back to the
fold of ** Mother Church.” Richard had a
brother who also became the subject of convert-
ing grace, and often did their united prayers go
up to heaven from bebind a hedge on their
fathers farm, a favorite place of resort where
the two brothers used to meet to pour gut their
souls to God for themselves and their dear but
wmisguided parents. The father was in posses-
sion of considerable property and threatened to
* cut them off with a shilling” if they did not
leave the Methodists, but in their estimation
nothing could compensate for the loss of reli-
gion, they were willing to *‘ count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowlodge of
Cbrist Jesus their Lord,” and did ** count them
but dung that they might win Christ.” Often
did the father tiffeaten to lock the door against
them, and exclude them from a parents home.
But the change in them was so self-evident as
to carry conviction to the heart of the father;
and the father, mother, and the whole became
converted to God, joined the same church, and
for years delighted to| entertain the Methodist
preachers, and their house became the Louse of
God, where the gospel was faithfully proclaim-
Well may it
be said ‘‘ bebold what a great matter a little
fire kindleth,” and what a lesson to youog con-
verts to be faithful to their religious priaciples
and profession.

ed from time to time for years

He removed from Ireland to the Province o
New Bronswick, located from
Bathurst called the ** Capes,” and being one of
the first residents, and from Bandon, gave it the
name of New Bandon, where he resided for
At that time there was no
minister stationed in any of these parts, and
like Barbara Hick be brought the leavening io-
fluence of religion from the old country to the
** new world,” opened his bouse for prayer, and
read a sermon of Mr. Wesley's every Sabbath
morning, when nearly every person in the set-
tlemeat used to attend those means of grace
For more than twenty years the servaot of God
beld those meetings and struggled comparative-
ly alone, and yet he was not alone for God was
with him. Fifty years he sustained the office
of Class Leader.
his early pilgrimage be became dull of heariug
and partly blind so that it was exceedingly dif-
ficult to converse with him, but be bad always a
word to speak for Jesus. Aud at the advanced
age of ninety years, be passed away to our Fa-
ther's bouse above, Dec. 21st, 1869, to be for
ever with the Lord, leaving behiod him loved
ones who are I trust contending for the same
inberitance above.

By giving the above a place in the Prozincial
Wesleyan, you will oblige yours truly,

Ricuarp WEDDALL

Baphurst' N, B., June 1870.

twenty miles

nearly fifty vears.

During the last two years of

RIVER JOHN CIRCUIT.

Haviag served ber generation by the will of
God, CaTHERINE, relict of the late Jobn Joha-

erected in London, and offering if the Connex-

som, Twm' P“’d through the ' valley
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