lestial Emyire ever since the 17th century. By
a treaty concluded in 1858, China ceded all the
district north of the Amoor, and by a second

-Nov, 14, 1860, Rus-

icultural resources, and is iz process of rapid
colonization. The Island of Saghalien, off the
mouth of the Amoor, has commodious harbors,
and ‘extensive coal fields. By availing herself
of all the advantages that inhere in these acquisi-
tions, Russia can hardly fail to achieve political
and commercial supremacy in the farther East.
Meantime, she has pushed her conquests south-
ward in Central Asis to Vernoje and Kopal,
which are only one-third as far from the Indus
as from the Voiga, and her next stride may be
across the Himalayas. .

During the past year Great Britain has taken
possession of the small Island of Ichaboe, off
the south east coast of Africa, valaable chiefly
for its guano, gnd has formally annexed it to
Cape Ooloar. The important town of Lagos on
the Guinea coast of Africa, once notorious for
its slave trade, was also ceded on Aug. 7 to the
British crown. A British steamer has also visit-
ed the recently discovered Fanning Island, which
stands by itself in mid-oceen, south of the Sand-
wich Islands, and has planted the British flag
upon it in the name of the Queen, and amid
salvos of artillery.

The efforts which have been made for several
years to recover the lgst records of the intrepid
and accomplished Asiatic explorer, Adolp Schla-
ginweit, have at last been crowned with success.
It will be remembered that, with his brothers,
Hermann and Robert, he set out in 1854, under
the patronage of the East India Society, to ex-
plore’ the mountain system of the Himalayas
sad the adjacent regionk They were provided
with the best instruments, travelled wherever it
was possible with a little army of dromedaries
and coolies, ascended the peak of Hi Gamin, in
Thibet, to a height of 22,260 feet, a greater ele-
vation than Humboldt attained in South Ameri-

results to the learned societies of Europe before
the return of Hermann and Robert, in 1857.—
" Adolp pursued his explorations alone, advanced
in a north-westerly direction into central Asia,
went beyond Yarkand through a region that has
been described by mo scientific traveller since
Marco Polo, and reached the walls of Kashgar.
There he perished in a melee between the native
savages, after having triumphed over the great-
est difficulties of his perilous journey. The
English suthorities of India, prompted by the
universal interests of savants, have from time to
time been energetically endeavoring to recover
his papers, and to save to science the great
amount of knowledge he had accumulated. A
communication from Sir R. L. Murchison, in a
late number of The London ZTimes, announces
been recovered through the agency of the civil
Commssioner in Cashmere ; that it contains full
records of his discoveries up to the time of his
death, and that it will be incorporated in the
splendid narrative of their travels which the sur-
viving brothers Schlaginweit are now publishing.
While sudden and violent revolutions impend
over nations, nature is accomplishing, slowly and
silently, far more portentous changes. There
are harbors, famed for ages as commercial cen-
ters, from which the sea is gradually withdraw-
ing its waters. The deltas of great rivers grow
by accumulation from year to year, till the rivers
themselves forsake them and seek new channels.
The Sea of Azof—the outlet of the commerce
of the Don—is rapidly becoming a vast and im-
penetrable marsh. Between two measurements,
thirty-two years apart, its depth has diminished
eleven feet; and the prediction of * Strabo may
yet be accomplished, that some time both the
Sea of Asof and the Black Sea will become a
waste tract of intermingled lakes and morasses.
The largest river of Centril Asia, the Oxas, ac-
cording to the unanimous testimony of ancient
authors, rolled its wsters into the Caspian Sea.
In modern times it has emptied into the Sea of
Aral. But it seems to be about to resume.its
ancient channel to the Caspian, an event which
would revolutionize the conditions of commerce
between Europe and Asia. The Oxus would
then recover its renown as a great highway of
nations. The Euphrites, also, is leaving its an-
cient bed from a point above Killah, and taking
a more westerly course. Year by year the new
channel receives a large proportion of its waters ;
the stream that adheres to the old channel has
_giréady ceased to produce the inundations, which,
those of the Nile, can alone fertilize its bor-
ders ; the country adjacent to the ruins of Baby-
lon begins to wear the aspect of hopeless aridity ;
and the ancient capital of Semiramis and Nebu-
chadnezzer will soon make the centre of a desert.
Nor does the river promise to fertilize a new dis-
trict, but loses itself in the innumerable lakes
and marshes which extend to the Persian Gulf.
—N. Y. Tribune.
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In ec uence of tie official relation which this
paper sustains to the Conference of Eastern British
America, we require that Obituary, Revival, and other
notices addressed to us from any of the Circuits
within the bounds of the Connexion, shall pass through
the hands of the Superintendent Minister.

Communications designed for this paper must be ac-
companied by the name of the writer in contidence.
We do aot undertake tu retura rejected articles.

We do not assume responsibility for the opinions of
our correspondents.

The Noxious Literaturc of the Age.

This earth has never been the recipient of a
blessing which has not been perverted or abused,
The atmosphere of human society is so deleteri-
ous, that eyverything not absolutely Divine which
comes into contact with it seems to become im-
pregnated with the general inflection. Nor does

any degree of refinement, to which mankind in |

their collective capacity can reach, render their
society less indisposed to do violence to Heaven’s
best and purest boons. Even gifts which in
themselves are incapable of distortion—which
bear the impress of a benign Deity too clearly
to be defaced—are rendered subservient to the
inordinate designs of unsanctified and unprinci-
pled humanity. Religion has been degraded
from its loffy elevation to meet the basest pur-
poses of the vilest minds ; reason’s noblest pow-
ers have been compelled too frequently to min-
ister at the altars of folly and crime; and thg
Holy Scriptures—given by inspiration, preserv-
ed by miracle—have been not merely misapplied,

SO
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and tortured into a seeming testimony agsifist]
their own most righteous and stringent princi-

ples.

What has not been endured by thond::f-

formers in defence of a free press? To er

upon the haman race the privilege of reading,

thinking, and acting for themselves—with Di-

vine assistance—men have submitted to priva-

tion, imprisonment, ignominy, confiscation and

death. Next to the Gospel, the press has been
defended at the greatest expemse, in treasure
and blood, of any blessing which we possess. In-
deed, its interests, as well as the imperishable re-
sults which flow therefrom, are inseparably
blended with the gospel’s advancement and suc-
cess. The one is powerless, to a great extent
at least, without the other's aid. In defending
or abetting the one, the other is unmistakably
benefited. From the days of the Reformation
to the present age, the doctrine of justfication by
faith—the regenerator of defiled churches and
members—has flown as rapidly and joyfully on
the wings of an unfettered literary circulation,
as it has travelled by even the oral testimony of
preachers and religious propagandists.

It requires no tedious research, or laboured
argument, to prove that the emanations of the
press in our day are chiefly at variance with the
merciful designs of Heaven in granting, and the
godlike sacrifices of Reformer’s in defending, a
privilege so invaluable. The Romish Church,
by publishing its “ Index Prohibitory,” has mani-
fested its consciousness of the existing evil;
though, how far its Index and Bulls may coun-
teract its tendencies, is a question which we will
not undertake to decide. It is certain, however,
that in an pge which witnesses an almdkd uaiver-
sal willingness to pander to the public taste, and,
as a consequence, gives to the world its volumes
—not in stinted measure, but by tens of thou-
sands—the index which would trace the stream,
marking its contaminated branches, and discrim-
inating between what is puerile and what is va-
luable, would necessarily be the production of a

system more energetic, wise and charitable, than
that Which at present claims as its Head the un-
fortunate Pontiff of the seven-hilled city. The
source, so long and signally fraught with blessing,
has been transformed into a hydra curse; its
multifarious fruits clustering upou every branch

of society in the civilized world. An evil more
formidable is this than very many against which
are combined, in undying hostility, eloquence,
intellect and philanthropy ; yet the roots of the
deadly upas of polite literature, because partially

obscured under the surface of fashion or expe-

diency, are allowed to derive nourishment from

society, at the expense of our social happiness
and domestic peace.

What parent does not saudder to afford his
child the liberty of roaming at will over the wide

expanse of fields gorgeously dressed by the im-
agination, while every !flower exhales a noxious
gas, and each rivulet is poisoned at the fountain !
The youth who enters upon life with fair pros-

pects, with exalted views of duty, has scarcely
commenced the first stage of his journey when he
is assailed by temptation, one of the first features
of which is the false view presented to the mind
by the works of fiction. They destroy the hap-
piness by vitiating the taste, exciting the imag-
ination, and inducing expectations which can
never be realised. And of precisely this charac-
ter are the large majority of books published
inour day. Of one hundred volumes, ninety-
nine are either embellishments of false morals

and sentiments, or boldly at variance with prin-
ciples whichthe scriptures inculcate, for which

the Reformers fought and the martyrs bled.

In the abseneg of any safe criterion by which

the public literature may be compared, or by
which a correct judgment may be formed—we
refer, of course, to the necessities of the multi-
fude, and not to those of religious houpeholds,
whose Bible and religion invariably prove a suf-
ficient safeguard-~what is to be done by way of
ameliorating the literary abuses which obtain

amongst us? In our position, especially, where

8 hundred channels are open to convey to our
family circles the corrupt streams of book know-

ledge which spring from the infidelity, scepticisin
and false refinement of certain classes on the
neighbouring continent, there is an incessant and
imperative demand for the exercise of wisdom
and discretion. Where must the voice of warn-
ing be proclaimed most loudly? We unhesita-
tingly reply, from the Pulpit and from the paren-
tal guardians of the age. That true ministers of
Christ are the chief watchmen of the public mo-

rals, is a settled question ; that the sin of omis-
sion, incurred by failing to “sound the trum-
pet, and waru the people,” on the approach of
danger, brings in its train, not merely the de-
struction of the unwary, but also the punishment

of the negligent, is a truth which cannot too fre-

quently or forcibly present itself to the mind. As

men of taste and refinement, also, who have
themselves, by laborious and devout appications
succeeded in establishing in their own minds a
clear discernment of error from truth—of liter-

ature which ennobles from that fwhich demora-

lizes—the counsel of Christian ministers will ef-

fect a greater degree of success in this department
of religious and moral toil, than that of any other
agency. Next to these we place the parental

guardianship. To parents, especially, will revert
the reward of any self-sacrificing efforts which
the momentous duty we have noticed may require
at their hands. Their unfaithfulness in this par-
ticular will inevitably incur the righteous dis-
pleasure of God; while the injury to their domes-
tic: and spiritual hopes will be such as the éas-
tern husbandman meets, when the poisonous

east wind of the desert breathes upon his tender
vines and prostrates them with blasting and

death. Itis a lamentable reflection, that one
of the “chief privileges ‘which, under God, con-
stitute our superiority to many fettered na-
tions, has really proved, when perverted and
|ubnned, one of the greatest evils with which a
religious people have to contend. We refer to
a free press. Looking out upon the broad world
of civilization, we see no source of danger—the
haunts of dissipation not excepted—which is sur-
rounded by more insidiousness and fatal tempta-
tions than the corrupt productions of the general
book-makiag departments of our day. To a dis-
cerning church, this one appalling fact has in it-
self volumes of warning and exhortation. We
merely present the subject in a few of its phases;
to all concerned we leave what remains to be ac-
complished in respect to it.

L
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Letter from Canada.
ToroxTo, January 22ad, 1862.
To the Editor of the Provineial Wesleyan :
REY. AND DeaR SiR,—The regular arrival
of the Provincial Wesleyan, with its well-filled
m: nndyhprimed columns, affords me and
others much pleasure, as shewing the progress
of a highl._v respected Wodey:E Conn,:xion in
the British Atlantic Provinces, closely allied in
its principles and aspirations with those of the |
Canada Connexion; and when the needed rail-
road from Nova Seotia to Canada shall have be-

| Chaplain, and the Rev. 8. D. Rice, Secretary,

is dissllowed by the Conferegee, there will, to a |

Istion apparent in the proceedings of the Wes- |
leyan Connexion of Canada; and yet the con- |
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gregations, y and
buildings is stimulating evidence that uniformity
is not monotony and discouragement. - As to
these evils, we know nothing of them, there be- |
ing too much'waid and dome sbout regular ap- |
pointments and special efforts for there to be
frigidity and failure. -

1t is of paramount importance to us to have
God's call, and truth, and spirit, and His people
at prayer; and s joyous thing to have half a
thousand husbandmen in the field, which is ever
ringing with their shouts of good harvest.—
Your frequent “ Harvest Home ™" reaches Cana-
dian Methodist ears and hearts without & com-
plete railroad, and ours reaches yours; and
somehow or other the same joyfu! sound reaches
us from the Wesleyan fields of Europe,Africa, the
Fastand West Indies, China, Australia, and the
Islands of the seas ; and the same glad souhd
coming from the distant fields of other Churches,
how long will it take to make the globe accept-
able to Christ, and put the seal of veracity and
history on the thrilling predictions of Isaish and
Ezekiel ?

Next to our far-stretching Circuit of organiza-
tion is the missionary department. I would not
disparage one at the expense of the other; but
they are so interlaced that I do not think in
Methodism one could be thoroughly efficient
without the other. They are companion pillars
of the same massive cause. Take the missions
away from the circuits, and where is enlarge-
ment? Take the circuits away from the mis-
sions, and where is sustenance? And then,
what would become of the inspirations and
yearnings of love,and the glories of benevolence ?
An evangelical Missionary Society possesses,
after all the tuggings of genius, the best per-
petual motion yec found out. We imagine we
understand the life-blood, catholic principles of
Chritianity and of Methodism, and are sure that
a Church, or 8ynod, or Conference, without
missions, may be as symmetrical as an iceberg,
and as cold and immoveable.

The Canadian years for reporting a dozen or
two of Methodist Missions (prized as they were)
are long past. Our Annual Report for 1861—
of 200 dense octavo pages—publishes 151 Do-
mestic, Indian, French and German Missions,
and 192 Missionaries, besides other valuable
agents. Our Methodistical catalogue of voluntary
bseriptions, d , and collections, is the
longest and fullest of any Colony in the world,
and exhibits a total income of $48,625, being
an increase in the year of $6,243: this in the
face of money panics, depressed trade, and the
American civil war. And the General Superin-
tendent takes care that this is not done ignor-
antly; for this year some fifteen -thousand Re-
ports and other Missionary publications have
been distributed throughout the Connexion. —
We think our people do not make fitful impulse
their motive; rather, their motive is an impulse,
well-principled, steady, growing, developing
some of the best virtues brought out by the
Divine command,—* Thou shalt love thy rieigh-
bour.”
This, to ministers and people, is our exhilirat-
ing season of Missionary platforms, travelling,
and festivity ; and I would like a volume of sim-
ple incidents occurring in connection with our
Branch Anniversaries, written with tact, and in
the free spirit of Chacles Wesley’s journal. 1
do not know what your custom is in the east,
but here every preacher on the Minutes is ex-
pected to contribute to the effect of the Meet”
ings ; and the laymen co-operate heartily. This
keeps the soul awake, and makes our Connexion
a scene of Normal-school efforts, to train our
friénds to liberal giving, and perfect the preach-
ers for useful platform oratory; and without
bringing into my calculations just now the res-
pected practised men who have long given power
to our platforms, I have no drawbacks in saying
that I could select several batches of younger
ministers who would add interest to the elo-
quence of Exeter Hall.

The increase of respectable churches and par-
sonages yearly is no trivial indication of our ex-
tension. Week after week our organ has no-
tices of the dedication of new edifices, or of en-
largement. The last I heard of*was Dr. Fresh-
man’s new and commodious brick church for the
Germans in Hamilton, built without any per-
manent debt by hearty givers on many circuits,
and opened on the 12th inst. by the Rev. Dr.
Nast, a German, of Cincinnati, and our General
Superintendent of Missions, the Rev. Dr. Wood.
These are our fortresses; with more than Arm-
strong guns to confront and batter error, bigotry,
infidelity, paganism, and sin.

It was gratifying the other day to go through
our Book Establishment, and see the shelves
and counters loaded with a fine stock of select
publications, and a number of persons doing
business—Dr. Green, the discreet Book Stew-
ard, in good selling temper. The Christian
Guardian has commenced the year with elegant
type, and new subscribers ; and Mr. Editor Jef-
fers weekly comes out with original and master-
ly leaders. The Establishment has not yet
reached the pinnacle of excellence in Almanac
literature on which the Conference Office in
Nova Scotia stands ; but we are glad to have an
Eastern reason for emulation. Mr. Playter's
History of Methodism in Canada is going care-
fully through the Wesleyan press. It will, I am
positive, be a treasury of valued annals; and I
wiint to-know how much of the sanctified pic-
turesque he gives us with our family chronology.
The Methodists of Canada are educationalists,
and the undegenerate descendants of that Wes-
ley in whose works there are 145 octavo pages
of prefaces and titles of books he either wrote,
abridged, or published,—a prodigy in intellec-
tual effort, as he was in ceaseless travels and
pulpit labours—in Christian enterprise an age in
advance of his contemporaries. Our University
at Cobourg needs no other statement from me
than thatits great popularity is undiminished,and
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Where divergence from long-settled u--su‘rwwlowdo.;-dl-"-ﬁbdu.yu There is a deeper philosoph
" | sant pequirements of the Gen-|than the age has yet perceived. But Tennyson | Halls ever be filled with t
, be, much uniformity and little specu- | eral Superintendencyoff the Missions, his bealth, | does not teach blsak extinetion of the /uman  good education, who

amidst the incessant
by the good hand

ofmlﬂecﬁomtepeoplg.

This somewhat sombre paragraph, I see, in- |
stinctively clgses my letter. The truth is, 1 have |
noplcnureinnpordn‘.ﬂjcﬁoninthbnﬂinl
of our chief ) i } |

Observing from the incial Wesleyan that |
you, Mr. Editor, are informed on other |
Canadian subjects, T gged not indulge in what |
would be repetition. . The death of the wise and
generous Prince Consort has produced sarprise
and sorrow universally, and now the national
prayer is everywhere, public, private, and heart-
felt, * God save the Queeri™” The British diffi-
culty with President Lincoln lifted the people of
Canada into a position of loyalty and patriotism
it did one good to see. “Welcomé indeed is the
quietude and assurance now felt by us. We|
have here souie men of reckless Southern pr6
peasities, but' very many wish the Northern
States success. O may that day behastened when
peace shall be the inheritance of all nations, and
the benefits of trath and righteousness, of free-
dom and love, shall bless all men from sea to
sea! With fraternal good wishes,

Yours, J.8.

For the Provineial Wesleyan.

Chapters on Geology.
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dayy of old ; I meditate on allthy
works ; I muse on of thy hands.”—PsaLus.

“In the beginnidig the Elohim created the
heavers and the eagh.” From that dim and
datelesse point, the plan of the history of this
planet has been slowly and steadily unfolding.
One purpose binding by a golden chain the work-
ings of all ages. As became Him with whom a
thousand .years are but as one day, there has
been alike no haste and no faltering. For Man
the earth was prepared. For him the many
strata were upheaved, contorted, exposed—bring-
ing within his reach, their boundless treasures—
but which had remained buried in the heart of
the earth, unseen, unrecognized by man, had
blind accident and not an intelligent God.vonr-
ruled the creation. Through thousinds of cen-
turies, the forests of the carboniferous ages were
being stored in the depths, as coal for the future
use of man. Who can tell the time ccnsumed
in the formation of the thirty-seven feet seam of
Pictou—or the eighteen platforms, on which
grew the sigillaria, during successive ages, visible
in the cliff sections of Sydney ? We ask in
vain. How many mgans were employed first to
form, and afterwarde to force from their original
position to the surfage, these masses of lifnestone,
and building stongdgypsum, ssit, and iron, so
necessary, not only to the comfort, but the very
existence of our race. But how deep would
have been these buried treasures but for igneous
and volcanic disturbances, my reader may sug-
gest? I reply—let him fanoy to himself, a cleft
in the earth ten miles in depth ; it is sn imagi-
nary section ; such as the geologist may vainly
hope ever to see; but we suppose such a section.
The first four miles of this section are unfossili-
fe that is, contain no ins of animal or
vegetable life ; hence called azoic rocks ; but
now for the remaining six miles, until we reach
the surface, we have a grave yard——a series of
sepulchres ; each terrace of earth we gaze upon
is a cemetery—containing, not the dead of years,
but of cemturies, centaries multiplied by centu-
ries ; centuries which throbbed to the vibration
of a busy life. Trace after trace of life appears,
and disappearst. Lapk ot that lower stratum,
six miles from the surface of the earth ; there
are the tombs of the trilobites, as they lie scat-
tered by mi over what was once the ocean’s
floor, the silugian succeeds the cambrian—the
old red sandstone the silurian. But the Trilobite
is gone—or found but rarely, A new race
swarms that old . Deconian sea ; see the impres-
sions of those marvellously-shaped fish as dis-
tinctly traced upon the rock, as though they
were drawn by the artist's hand, but yesterday !
—and now we reach another formation—we may
be yet four miles from the surface ; it speaks of
a period whea the  land and water alternated—
and the earth was one vast greenhouse, when
the lepidodendron, the sigillaria, and the con-
ifers waved in the winds, and the asterophyl-
lites, fern-and indisn corn leaf shaped poacites,
formed as dense a mass of herbage at their feet,
as ever was discovered by traveller in Western
prairie, or Canadidn wilderness. Here are the
coal beds—and agsociated with them marine
limestones, composed of sea shells, which must
bave occupied hundreds of ages in their deposi-
tion. Are we not beginning to grow weary in
this long ascent ? There are yet strata four
miles in vertical depth to traverse, before we
reach the surface. Now we pass the upper car-
boniferous formations, and now the Permian
with their immense Saurians, and Pterodactyles
—and- now the triassic beds with their wonder-
ful foot-prints of gigantic birds, and froga that
have literally swelled to the size of the ox in the
fable—and now we pass the wealder and great
chalk formations, with their comminuted shells,
ground into the smallest fragments, yet forming
masses of a thousand feet in depth—and, finally
we bid farewell to the éra of the sauroid mon-
sters, of the oolite and chalk, and arrive at the
platform which contains the great mammals of
the earliest tertigry epoch—the ecocene—the
dawn of our existing era. Then came the uni-
versal flood—and all the earth wps drowned by
the .diluvial wavey of the sea of the Boulder
Drift. When it emerged its dripping head, it
had become the pippared abode of man, the res-
ponsible and immortal lord of all the material
creation. We have passed dynasty after dy-
nasty—the shellfish—the fish-—the reptile, the
marsupian, the mammal—ali of whom have pe-
rished, leaving ouly their remains to mark the
site they occupied. They had fulfilled their day,
accomplished their Creator’s purpose—aad then,
like the nations of Sodom, and Ninevah, and
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it is still contending for right and common pri-
vileges with the Toronto University. The Wes-
leyan Female College in Hamilton, though open-
ed only a few months, is attended by more than
a hundred students, nearly half of whom are
boarders; so that our tried and munificent
Methodist friends, Edward Jackson, Esq., Presi-
dent, the Rev. Richard Jones, Governor and

are, I believe, happy under their responsibilities,
and expect two hundred students by 1863.

You see in all my ststements that the Can-
ada Wesleyans have yearly additional ineent-
ives to praise before the God of loving-kind-

Tyre, passed away—only to be discovered by
the Rawlinson or Layard-like iabors of the in-
defatigable geologist.

The consideration of such incalculable de-
struction of life might well suggest to our great
English poet those verses in his immortal “ In
Memoriam.”—

0 .

* Are God and nature then at strife, |
That Natare lends such evil areams, {
So careful of the type she seems—
S0 eareless of the life ? !

* 8o careful of the type 7 but no ! t
From scarpedcliffaud quarried stone,
She cries, a thousand types are
I care for nothiug=—all must go !

“ Thon makest thine appeal to me,—
I bring to birth—1 bring to death—

|
|

ness ; and I will add, devout acknowledgments

are due to a preserving Providence for the |
small number of deaths yearly among the |

(five hundred labourers Wesleyanism employs. |

i
1

But you will experience regret, with many in

come a reality, the hope is that there will be
more. frequent intercourse between the John |
Wesley labourers of the east and the west.— |
Remote or near, however, we are brethren, if we !
are to judge from the Jubilant words and feelings

Canada, on hearing that the devoted Presi- |
dent.of our Conference, the Rev. Dr. Stin- |
son, is at present suffering from the effects of |
extensive travels and exposure in the energetic |
discharge of his important duties—we carnestly |

hope not for long. You know of the desolation |

associated last June with the welcome you gave
our representatives at the New Brunswick Con- |

umwmwdmm

made for some years by death in the esteemied |
family of your old friend, Dr. Wood, and of the
heavenly joy which radisted the last days of |

The spirit doth but mean the breath,
T'know no mare 7 And he—shall he,

« Man, her last work, who seemed so fair
Such splendid purpose in his eyes,
Who rolled the psalm to winter skiss,
And built him fanes of fruitless prayer.

“ Who trasted God was love indeed,
And love greation’s final law ;
Though Natare, red in tooth and claw,
In ravine shricked against his creed.

“ Who loved—who suffered countless ills,
Who battled for the true and just, !
Be blown about the desert dust, {
Or sealed within the fron hills.

-md!i’onzd-mna'm"‘ ! & dream !
A discord ! of the
Whomm%hmdh
Were mellow music matched to him !

{
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of God, is_satisfactory, and | dynasty. No—he bas faith in the futare of up in their youth and as corner stones
‘lhu he returns from his frequent journies Adam’s race, though all preceding dwellers on | after the similitude of a palace.

f— ion of cireuits, missions, agents, con- | sustained by the hearty condolences and prayers | th- earth have perished from its surface ;—Ano-
) | ther passage from * In Memoriam™ is worth

quoting : —

+ Strong Son of God, Immortal Love '
Whom we who have not seen thy face,
By faith and faith alone embrace,
Relieving what we eannot prove

* Here are those orbs of light and shade,
Thou hast made life in man and brute,
Thou hast made death—and Jo ' thy foot
Is om the skull which thou hast made.

“Thou wilt not Jeave it in the dust—
Thou has made man, he knows not why—
He thinks he was not made to die—
made Aim—THOU ART JUST."”
Here there is & return to fajth ; the apparent
disregard for animal life which had marked every
stage of the upward creation—had staggered
him ; and he demands an assurance that the ter-

minal dynasty of man shall not at last share the f

fate of the mammal and the reptile of the past
—lest too, his remains

“ Be blown ubout the desert dust—
Or sealed within the iron hills.”

The assurance is given; God was incarnate—
became the “life of then ” as he had never been
the life of the preceding creations—and pledges
his justice, omnipotency, and truth—

“ That he will not leave him in the dust,” or
fail in his covenant of immortality with the
meanest of Adam’s children. Yon skeleton
locked in the marine limestone for centuries, and
now reposing among the marvels of the British
Museum, shall hear the blast of the Archangel,
and burst from its stony bed in the freshness of
anew life. Not so the crustacea of which that
stony bed is composed ; they too rejuiced onge
in all the delights of their | being—but
they will not revive—between the mortal and ir-
responsible, and the immortal and responsibie,
the distance is infinite and everlasting.”

But if the natural tendency of such
plations he, as in the poet’s case, to lead to
doubt, why pursue them ? Why undermiue ex-
isting faith, or excite a doubt as to the infinite
care of the Great Father over ali His creatures ?
Why destroy that beautiful dream of Dr. Cum-
ming—viz: that in the pre-Adamic ages the
various inhabitants of earth lived in unbounded
hasmony —that the dragon-featured Pterodactyl
turned away from a repast of blood, and the
crocodile-shaped Saurian never supped or break-
fasted on an unfortunate victim fish? Very
common enquiries are these, but scarce worthy
of an answer. As to the first—what good can
there be in unveiling a science which leads to
doubt—I answer, because faith in the truth and
faith in falsehood are not the same. Because
the first produces doubt, must I, therefore, in
easy credulity, find ease and comfort in the last?
Spirit of truth, forbid! Besides, doubt means
temptation ; now Luther said that three things
were required to make a minister—temptation,
study, and the Holy Ghost. He who never
doubted, never believed. Possibly if old Bishop
Pearson had never been sceptical, he had never
written his famgus work, “ The Exposition of
the Creed.”

As to Cumming, let him dream on ; when he
wakes he will find the * sleepy hollow” of his
imagination far in the rear of modern discovery.
His dream is_neither scriptural, nor logical,
neither true to facts. He may deny the exist-
ence of flerce wars between mail-clad fish, and
reptiles in plated armor—or laugh at the fact
that mighty tanninim crimsoned the thermal
seas with each other’s blood, but

# s Nature red in tooth and claw,
In ravine shrieks against his creed.’

Nor does Edward Beecher belp him out of the
dilemma, The supposition that angels sinned,
and consequently death entered our world, bears
in no wise on the argument, unless it can be
shown that the adaptntion of physical forms to
certain modes of, life means nothing—that teeth
were not made to tear or grind, and plate armor
to defend. Did the fact of angels having sinned
furnish these ancient champions with .fm. offen-
sive and defensive® Absurd! ; / /
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- MR. EDITOR,—DEAR/SIR i —It was my privi-
lege, rate indeed but highly appreciated, to be
present at the Examination of our Academies at
Sackville, which commenced on the 3rd instant.
On Monday throughout the day the classes in
the Male and Femsle Branches were simultane-
ously ,examined in the Ancient and Modern
Languages, Mathematic, Natural and Mental
Sci and ordinary branches of English Edu-
cation, which were also resumed on Tuesday. It
would be injudicious to praise the classes too
much for their attai lest they sh
forget there remains much more land to be pos-
sessed ; but as far I could judge, the Several
classes acquitted themiselves with great credit,
and bespoke great dfligence and intelligence on
the part of their Teachers.

On Monday evening the young men of the
Male Academy held a public debate in Lingley
Hall, on the “ present American Civil War."—
These-young men bad during the year organized
8 Debating. Club, and baptized it with euphoni-
ous cognomen of the “ Eurhetorian.” The de-
bate was ably and energetically condueted, and
it evinced much research and skill—and the ad-
dress of the President Mr. Josish Wood was
beautifully written and well delivered.

On Tuesday evening the young ladies gave a
literary eutertainment, “ The Panorama” the
literary organ of their society was well reasd by
Misses’ Allison & Albro. The ladies also favored
us with a discussion, and aleo pronounced with
great fluency and accuracy Frenca and German
Dialogues. Lingley Hall on both evenings was
crowded to its utmost capacity, suggesting very
strongly the necessity for enlargement.

Wednesday evening was occupied by a concert
of Saced Music, which was the best musical
treat | ever enjoyed. The selections, which were
from the old masteryof sacred song—Handel,
Hayden, Mozart, &c. were executed with great
skill, and produced & delightful effect upon the
audience. Surely such music must have its effect
in improving the heart and cultivatiog the taste
of the community. The young ladies sang ad-
mirably, while Professor Ambuhl’s execution on
the organ was the theme of universal admiration,
Mr. Ambuhl was ably assisted by Prof. Spencer

’
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{of the Male Academy, who is an admirable

singer, and also by Mrs. Kingsbury and Mrs.
Ambuhl. The all pervading system and efficient

lmuug:—ment of our beloved Institutions at Mt,

Allison have filled me with admiration and gra-
titude.

Although the times are pressing hard upon our
monetary resources, yet the number ef students
is comparatively above that of last year. This
shows that our Institutions maintain their well
proved and hard earned fame; and that what-
ever else Parents may deny themselves, they
appreciate a good education as the best inheri-
tance they can leave their children,

It is a cause of great thankfalness that health
and life has been preserved during the year,

| which was very fervently acknowledged in the
| opening by Dr. Pickard. May God continue to
| prosper the labours of its Principals, Preceptress

and Teachers intellectually and spiritually.

é':_
y in those lines | May the Glory never depa

rt! And may
he aspirants after a
“ shall be as plants grown
polished

J. V.Josr.
Moncton, Feb. 6, 1862, o

GorriNGEN STREET,

Hulafux, N. 8, Feb'y 11, 1862.

EprTor or tae WESLEYAN, —DEAR Sir :—l
Will you kindly publish in your columns this
|letter, which I think will be heartily respond- |
ed to by the Sabbath School children of No-
|va Scotia. You will perceive that the Sab-
‘;huth School children of Great Britain are re-
[solving to have a stone in the monumeat about |
|to be erecied to the memory of His R. H. the |

that the Bishop of London was the first to touch
the chord already tuned in the hearts of the
thousands of Israel in Great Britain. I am sure
that the children of the British Provinces are
not a whit behind the children of our Father-

nd in true loyalty. They will rejoice to give

heir penny as a thank-offering to God in memo-
ry of a good Father, a wise Prince, and a Chris-
tian Ruler. Allow me then to say that the chil-
dren of the Wesleyan Sabbath schools in Halifax,
send greeting to all their fellow-scholars in the
Eastern British American Counference, and will
rejoice to unite with them in giving one penny
each towards the monument about to be erected
in memory of the Husband of our beloved Queen
—whom may God bless with everlasting life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 remain yours truly,
Joux BREWSTER.

Annual Meeting of the Mic Mac
Missionary Society.

This meeting took place on Tuesday evening
in Chalmers’ Church. The attendance was con-
siderable, and the proceedings were of more
than usual interest. The defection of Ben was
uppermost in every one’s mind and explanations
were looked for with anxiety.

J. W. Ritchie Esq., presided. Rev. A. Craw-
ford conducted devotional exercises. Mr. Ritchie
made a few introductory remarks in which he
referred to the deplorable condition of the
Indians twelve years ago, left totally without thé
Gospel and wasting away in our country. There
1s a hopeful change. Portious of the Bible are
printed in the Mic Mac language and read and
understood by the Indians themselves. He
passed a just eulogy on the Missionary and had
no doubt but his labours would bring forth
much fruit if watered by our prayers.

Rev. P. G. McGregor read the Report which
was heard with breathless attention. It re-
capitulated the work of the ladt twelve years.
Just thirteen years ago Mr. Rand had lectured
in this city and the Society was organized. It
had then the countenance of Dr. Twining, Dr.
Forrester, Dr. Crawley, Hedley Vicars and many
others who have been yemoved to other spheres
of usefulness or taken tb the Church above. Two
main objects were aimed at : first, that the Mis-
sionary should qualify himself to carry the Gos-
pel to the Indians in their own tongue : secondly
that he should translate the Scriptures. Both
objects have been in a great measure attained.
Mr. Rand has long since acquired the Mic Muc
language. He has formed a Grammar and a
Dictionary of it. The books of Matthew, Luke,
John and the Psalms are translated and in cir-
cujation ; and a translation of the Acts is nearly
ready. Had nothing more than this been secured
the labours of the Society might justly (be re-
garde] as satisfactory.—Ten or more Mic Mace
can now read the Scriptures, and others are
learning to read. One instance was related of &
dying Indian consoled by reading the Psalms.
The case of poor Ben was then explained. He
had plunged deeply into debt, and the Society
could not feel justified in raising his salary to the
point which with his habits of iture would
free him from debt. He then di him-
self from the Mission as was stated in the last
Report.—He was strongly dissuaded from this
course by Mr. Rand and others, but he persisted,
and felt confident that he would raise enough
money by lecturing, to free himself from debt
and sustain his family. He made the experi-
ment and failed most disastrously.—He had col-
lected money in Yarmouth, without authority,
in the name of the Committee and retained it for
his own use. In travelling in the States his con-

Prince Albert, of beloved memory. It appears |

these!  Death n;f Rev.

Dr. Dwight.
The Rev. Harrison Gray Otis Dwight . )
for more than thirty vears missionrry .'
stantinople, and ita vicinity, was killed sudden]s
on Saturday last, on the Troy and Rutland rail.
road  Dr. Dwight arrived at Boston from Tur-f

at Con-

{key in November last, on a visit to his sons, Rev/

William B. Dwight, and Rev. J. H,
Engle'ood. N.J.
i ey
) . 1 iand another son is
in the army in Kentucky.

The Boston Journal of the 27th ultt
the following : —

The mystery attending the despatch Publisheg
in the morning papers concerning the death of
Dr. H. Dwight of Boston, who was killed by the
blowing of a car from the track of the 7
and Rutland rail road, has been solved in o gy
ner which will carry sadness to many hearyy
throughout the whole Christian world. |y has
been ascertained that the person killed wag the
well known, beloved Christian uxiuionu_\-’ the
Rev. Dn H. G. O. Dwight of Constantj
whose name is as familiar as a household word
to every one who has taken any interest in the
work of missions for the last quarter of oo
tury.

It seems that Dr. Dwight left New York e
Troy, and intended to go thence to Midd; .
Vt., and to Montreal. This morning a letter was
received from him at the Mission House in this
city, giving an outline of his trip and the places
he intended to be at on certain specified duyy,
His sister who lives in East Boston, visited the
Mission House early in the torencon and ex.
pressed her fears that the person killed might be
her brother. Soon after Mr. Gordon the Treas.
urer, received a despatch announcing the sad
faet, and stating that bis body was caretully pre.
served awaiting the wishes of his friends.

Dr. Dwight was a native of Conway, Mass,
and was born on the 22d of November, 1808,
He graduated at Harvard in 1823, and at Ane
dover Theological Seminary in 1828. On the
21st January, 1830, he embarked at this port for
the island of Malta, and spent nearly two yeam
in exploring the country, endeavoring to find the
best spot to commence his labours, and on ‘the
5th Jume, 1832, he reached Constantinople,
where he has since been located as a missionary
of the American Board. He has been married
twice, but at the time of his death he was g
widower. He has left quite a family of chil dren,

Two of his sons are in the army, one as chap.
lain and one as a commissioned officer, and we
hear he has one son in Constantinople. He re.
turned from Constantinople about two months
ago, and expected before a great while to retum
to the field of his labours. After leaving .the
mission, and before starting for this country, Dr,
Dwight made an extensive tour into the wildest
portions of Persia, aud went to localties very
seldom visted by Europeans.

It seems a dark and mysterious Providence,
that this eminent Christian missionary, who has
spent his life in labouring to preach Christ to
the heathen; who had often been in imminent
perils in the discharge of his duty, and who never
counted his life dear in the promotion of the"
cause of his Master, should have been called from
earth to heaven in so sudden and so strauge a
manner. We can recall the name of no mission- -
ary whose decease would have caused so deep and
heartfelt sorrow throughout the Christian com-
munity as will that of Dr. Dwight.

Dwight, at

contains

 Genenal Yutelligence

[

it

s,

ot Capt Dutton,
the master, who was unremitting in his watch-
fulness and attention to all on board, wham he

time of trial, and by the moral influence thus
-exerted contributed mainly, under Providence,
to the safety of the ship. We understand that
he regularly assembled all who could be
for evening worship in his cabin, ex 0
them the gm'ptml. and leudin: their winds to
Him that ruleth the winds and the by
whose mercy even the most careless

duet was not irreproachable. He gradually fell
into the worst possibe habits—drinking, fighting
&ec.’ and treated all advice or expostulation with
contempt. He has fallen, perhaps to try our
faith, Parallel instances, and some of a still
more disastrous nature, occurring to other Mis-
sions, were referred to and the Report concluded
with an eloquent 'appeal to continue in the
work.

Professor McKnight in moving the adoption
of the Repost, rejoiced in the cheerful tone
pervading it, and especially pervading the letters
of the Missionary. He deprecated the too com-
mon eagerness for manffest results—for, some-
thing conspicuous and tangible. The christian
career must be marked by faith; we must do
our work patiently, continuously, cheerfully.
Our confidence must not be placed in Ben or in
Mr. Rand, or in the Committee or even in the
religious community—but in God alone! He
lated inst of conduct which compelled the
public expose of poor Ben.

Charles Robson, Esq., ded the resolution,
and it was passed unanimously.

Rev. Mr. Rand then addressed the meeting.
He had laboured in the Mission thirteen years
and he wished to continue at it thirteen years
more. He was frequently discouraged and cast
down in the early days of the Mission, but he
had” now experienced so much of God’s good-
ness that he never despairs. He felated many
incidents that tended to cheer him in his work
—showing that the Indian heart is touched, that
not a little has already been achi¢ved and that
the future is big with hope. There are six
families at Hantsport under Christian instruction.
Notwithstanding Bew's conduct and his presest
condition .be has not given him up yet. Ben
has bad falls before, and though this is the
worst,—perhaps it is not fatal. Mr. Rand ex-
patisted with deep feeling on the claims the
“ wanderers in the wilderness” have on our be-
nevolence.

Rev Mr. Brewster moved a resolution to the
effect that it is owr duty to give the Secriptures
to the Indians in their own language, regardless
of discouragements. He supported the resolu-
tion suo more, and it was unanimously adopted.
Mr. Murray moved the list of Office-bearers
for the current year. A collection was made on
behalf of the Mission; and the meeting was
closed with the Benediction.— Pres. Witness.

We are much gratified to learn that the Com-
missioners have resolved 0 send Rev. D. Honey-
man to London to take charge gfjthe Geological
and Mineralogical departments of the Nova
Scotia section. This is by far the most import-
ant portion of our Exhibition, and #i#dicates

m.‘.g‘gyonzhopsnohha(:onﬁniln'onen
that they look so carefully after it. —Presbyterian
Witness.

feel that they have been preserved. Wm“

the commander of every vessel would thus care

for the souls as well as the bodies of those under

his direction. The effect would be most salutary
in every way.

Sergeant Major Franks, of the 5th Dragoon
Guards and some sergeants of the Hussar Regi-
ments, &c., arrived in the St Andrew. Their
destination is Canada, where they go to drill the
Volunteer Cavalry. The St. Andrew had also
several hundred-pound Armstrong guns on
board.—Com,

A MYsTERY.—In July last a small bottle was
Eﬁd up“in Clarke’s Harbour (Cape Sable Is-
d,) by one of the inhabitants of that place. It
was corked, and contained a card, on which there
was writing in pencil. The card was in a good
state of preservation, and the writing was that
ofag penman. In extracting the card, it
got copsiderably torn, and some of the writing
was "destroyed or obliterated. The following
words were on the card:—* Pacific Ocean"—
“ Levant.” “ Written by the last remaining”—
[or surviving]—* three” —* in the boat”—* God
forgive us.” The others words mostly gone.
card is in possession of Thos. Wyillm Esq.,
of Pubnico, whose son was in the ill-fated sloop-
of-war Levant, which sailed from the Sandwich
Islands for Panama about a year ago, and has
M;" - b‘: impro:&louut he bottle could
tis t! e coul
have anM&o- the Patific Ocean to the place
where it was E.d up. If genuine it is possible
that it might have been picked up in the Pacifie
by some vessel which in turn was lost near this
coast.— Yarmouth Herald.

Provixcial Museum.—We are glad to learn
that there is s fair prospect of the for of

Exhibition Commissioners,
brought to the notice of the Commissioners the
general feeling that had been excited by the re-
cent Exhibition in favor of having a permanent
museum to illustrate our resources, and suggest-
ed that a committee should be appointed to con-
fer with the governors of Dalhousie College o8
the subject. The Commissioners view the
scheme *nvounbly; and it was also d
that there be a lecture in connection with
mineral and geological collections, &e. The
scheme must commend itself to every oné
especially as it can be carried out without €3~
S following resolution was moved by
{:. Tupper, and seconded by Mz. Bell, and pass-
ed unamimously :— i
Raobd.—-'ghn a Committee be appointed

| disposal :
| lected by this Commission
| bility and advantage of
|ent.ly instructive and
i y following gentlemen
| Committee : the g:-yor, Dr
Morrow.—Jour. s
i inconvenience has arses,
mﬁn consequence of the diffiealty
| passing the New Brunswick coppe? coin,
{such abundance in |h=" clz._
| partially remedied hereafter, 83 7
the aial Exg‘nru will bay
slight discount. . F. will also
unenrrent coin. »
The Steamer Persia, arrived at Li
Halifax on the 18th ult. Making

sominsted
™ Tupper, 004
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