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IN THE MIDDLE AGES,

Something New and Interesting on a
Time-Worn Tople.

Under the title of ** Business Feat-
ures of the Middle Ages ” Rov, Reuben
parsous, D. D., contributes to the Ave
Maria an interesting and instructive
article. The revelations which he
cites will open the eyes of many whose
ideas of the condition and habits of the
people of the middle ages are derived
wholly from non-Catholic sources,  Dr.
Parsons writes :

The average merchant of our day
will tell you, of course, that his
account boo® must necessarily deal
with nothing but dollars and cents ;
that in his business minds and hearts
have no place ; and that ouly a mad-
man wou'd expect the records of his
office to furnish materiai for a treatise
on social or religious economy. Very
different from this theory wasy that
entertained by the average business
man of the ages of faith. Then hard-
ness of heart did not cause a mercan
tile register to present a record merely
of monetary transactions—of things
which are of no usze to the philosophy
of history. Of course in mediwval
days, as in our own, ths merchant
noted accurately each expenditure
and each sale; but then time was found,
or made, for such an explanation of
each transaction as renders it, when
examined by the modern investigator,
an interesting and reliable source of
history.

Under the auspices of the Historical
Society of Gascony there was pub
lished, in 1590, a ledger of a mercan-
tile establishment which flourizhed in
the fourteenth century at Montauban.
The boock had been unearthed in the
archives of Montauban by M. Edou
ard Forestie ; and, when read with the
aid of the introduction furnished by its
discoverer, it

SHEDS MUCH LIGHT

upon the social and enconomic con-
ditions of the middle ages. We learn
from this book of accounts that the
Bonis Brothers were general merchants
in Montauban. They were bankers,
both of deposit and of issue ; money
lenders ;  collectors of taxes and of
ecclesiastical revenues ; executors of
wills ; dealers in all kinds of dry
goods, made clothing, and shoes :
jewellers, armorers and mechanicians ;
manufacturers and leaners of all
things requisite for baptisms, wed
dings and funerals ; manufacturers of
gun powder and of all kinds of chermni
cals ; wholesale aund retail apothe
caries, coufectioners, ete.

We are told that the two members of
the firm lived in apartments over the
immense halls in which the goods were
retailed ; that the youn brother,
Gera d was married and
children, who were educa
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tha ledger es valua informa
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many of the popular nostrums of
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ten thousand souls—there were eight.
een regular pbysicians ; in the sub
urban parish ot Montricoux the pastor
was the acting .lsculapius, and in
some places one individual was both
lawyver and  physician, One of the
curiousitems is a charge for a quantity
of powder for cannon-—polveros per lo
cano —entered againgt the monastery
of St. Theodard,

As to the peasants, their condition
as evinced by this quaint, but reliable
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.

authority, is very different from that
described as theirs by most modern
historians, We find many of these
presumed unfortunates stamping their
documerts with their own seals—
things which are supposed to be pre
rogatives of aristocracy ; we learn that
their garments were lined with fur,
and that they
LIVED IN BRICK HOUSES

rather than in the loathsome huts in
whichweare accustomed to picture them
Every farm laborer had his wages and
other recompenses assured by written
contract,

Many of the laborers mentioned in
this ledger had quite comfortable prop
erties, Thus the swineherd, Jean
Chausse Noire, owned a fine vineyard
Salona, an ox driver for the Bouis,
owned two houses in Montauban : and
his wealth must have been consider-
able, since the ledger notes that on
the baptism of one of his children he
bought two hundred and twenty livres
worth of wine for the feast. Another
peasant, owner of an extensive vine
yard, must have dwelt in a fairly large
hous for we read that he bought
twenty thousand bricks from the Bonis
for the facing of its walls. One of the
servants of Gerard Bonis was a rival
of that steward whom Chaucer repre-
sents as so thrifty that he could lend
to his master ‘* out of his owen gude :"
for we find that this domestic loaned
three golden scudi to Gerard during
his Roman pilgrimage. Those who
believe that the peasants of the Middle
Ages were generally illiterate should
observe that in the register of the
Bonis many of the laborers signed re
ceipts, and the same book tells us that
each village of tha neighborhood had a
school in which the parish priest was
pecdagogue.

Commenting on the diccovery of M.
Forestie, that sage and impartial critic,
Lecoy de la Marche, makes these re
flections : **The general prosperity of
which we have seen the proof, and
which the people of France owed to the
wise and firm government of St. Louis,
was soon to disappear amid the incal
culable disasters of the hundred years’
war ; aud the second half of the four-
teenth century was not at all like the
first. But the hundred years' war was
at the end of the middle age, the tear
ing up of the pacific charter which
united the mnations and constituted
Christian society. The middle age,
properly so called, was

A FLOURISHING PERIOD

for commerce and agriculture, and for
both public and private fortune. Let
it be loudly proclaimed that down to
the end of that period — down to the
day when the peace of Christ
ceased to cover Europe like a protect
ing mantle — the world knew muct
more of happiness than itk known
since, and ivcomparably n than it
will know under the swa !
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able to those who would fain believe
that our medincval and Catholic ancest
ors enjoyed neither comfort nor com
mon sense ; that the lot ot the modern
working man is immeasurably suporior
to the apology for an existence which
a Catholic sosiety is presumed to have
decreed for the mediaval laborer,  Duat
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who live in a time of c¢harlatanical
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PROTESTANTISM AND PLUTO-
CRACY,
A Glimpse of li;;-_l;:!-|))‘ Olden days
when Catholicity Reigned in “Merry
England,”

In the latter part of the Middle Ages
Englaud was one of the happiest coun-
tries in all Europe and was known
throughout the world as *‘ Merry Eng-
land.”

This result was secured by the cir-
cumstances that its laws were based
in a peculiar degree upon the enlight-
ened, humane and generous canons of
the Catholic Church, and that religious
houses, those ** treasure honses of the
poor,” those perpetual centres of hos
pitality, learning, benevolence and
true religion, were more numerous
there than in any other land.

Prof. Thorold Rogers, who, though

a Protestant, is recognized as one of
the very foremost authorities on the
economic history of England, said, in
lectures delivered at Oxford in 1857.8
(quoted in the appendix to Cobbett's
History of the Reformation), that in
the latter part of the fifteenth century
the earnings of laborers, interpreted
by their purchasing power, were
greater than at any other period in
English history. During the whole
period between 1,350 and 1,500, he
said, ** English laborers were thriving
under their guilds and trades unions,
the peasants gradually acquiring land
and becoming the numerous small
freeholders of the first half of the six
teenth century, the artisans the mas-
ter-hands in their craft, contractors in
the same pericd for considerable works
planning the solid and handsome
structures in what is known as the
Perpendicular style, and withal work
ing with their own hands in building
the buildings which their shrewdues
and experience had planned.” At that
tite ** there were
NONE OF THOSE EXTREMES OF POVERTY
ND WEALTH
which have excited the astonishment
of philanthropists and are now excit
ing the indignation of workmen,
Of poverty which perished unaided, of
a willinguess to do honest work and a
lack of opportunity, there was little or
nothing known. The essence of life
in England during the days of the
Plantagenets and Tudors was that
every one knew his neighbor, and that
every one was his brother's keeper.’
In the life of the peasant there was
‘“more hope . . . and perhaps
more variety, than there is in the
peasant’s lot in our time. "’

Lord Chief Justice Fortescue, who
lived in the fifteenth century, wrote
while in exile in France a work en
titled ** De Laudibus Legum Anglic”
—“Praise to the Laws of England,” in
which he asser without subsequen
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and one of their natural and necessary

effocts was to prevent that state of
things which sees but two classes in
the community, masters and slaves, a
vory few enjoying the extreme of
Juxury and millions doomed to the
extreme of misery.” It was on the
monastery lands that the
FREE YEOMANRY OF ENGLAND

up ; with the destruction of
the monasteries that noble class, the
very bone and sinew of the nation,
disappeared, being reduced to the
condition of rackrenters and depend-
ants. The secret of the benelicent
results of the ownership of great land-
ed estates by the religious houses was
in such facts as these.

What the monastic landlords re-
ceived from the land they returned to

arew

the land; while the lay landlords
spent it on their families and dissi-
pated it at courts, in foreign travel,
and in various extravagances. The
monks were ** easy landlords,” *‘ as all
historians, however Protestant or
maliguant, agree,” letting their land
at low rents and on long leases. The
monastery, says Cobbett (pp. 112,
113), *‘*was a proprietor that never
died ; its tenants had to do with a
deathless landlord ; its lands and
houses never changed owners, and its
tenants were liable to none of the un
certainties that other tenants were :
its oaks had never to tremble at the ax
of the gquandering , heir ; its manor
had not to dread a change of lords ;
its villagers had all been born and
brought up under its eye and care :
their character was of necessity a
thing of great value, and, as such,
would naturally be an object of great
attention. A monastery was the cen
ter of a circle in the country, natur-
ally drawing to it all that were in
need of relief, advice and protection,
and containing a body of men or of
women having no cares of their own
and having wisdom to guide the in
experienced and wealth to relieve the
distressed.” The monasteries also
PROVIDED CONGENIAL HOMES

tothe younger sons and daughters of
the aristocracy, who since the Protest-
ant times have been largely supported
by Government sinecures and pen
sions, and produce whole families of
idlers, whose support falls upon the
people at large, as does that of our own
home made plutocrats.

The monasteries thus made the
nobles less dependent upon ‘he crown,
and therefore less subservient to the
royal will : and they made the people
less dependent upon the uobles and set
an example which the lay laudlords
were  obliged, to some extent at
least, to follow. They furnished edu
)n, entertainment, attendanpce in
sickness, care in old e, relief in
poverty, assistance in trouble, and
performed a thousard other important
social functions, not only without cost
to the individual recipients of their
benefits, but  without cost to the
Government or the community at
large. .

While the religious houses were {he
direct cause of the jrosperity of Medi
wval Englaud tha. prosperity was
also greatly promoted by the abgence
of the

TERRIBLE FINANCIAL BURDENS
which crushed down the people of
modern times.

These burdens consist partly in the
enormously inereased Government tax
ation, made necessary by the existence
of a national debt, a standing army,
the vzst pension list, and other politi-
cal and partly in the exist-
ence «f a horde of money changers,
brokers, and other middlemen, o ali,
in the lAst resort, have to be sup
ported by the tillers of the soi
ard the handicrafismen, Now the
came influence that
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institution. Cobbett's History of the
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L of thi
paper, shows that these were the direct
results of the ** No Popery’ sentiment :

but the ** No Popery " sentiment iteelt
had been manufactured, and Protest
antism itself had been adopted, solely
for the pwpoie of perpetuating the
reign of opjpression and fraud which
had been be gun by Henry VIIL

Oa subsequent occasions we hope to
outline for our readers the history of
that movement which on its religious
side is Protestantism and on its politi
cal side Plutocracy, and demonstrate
that it has been at every stage abso
lutely inimical to political liberty, to
popular rights and especially, to the
happiness and material wellare of the
poor.—Church Progress,
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chanting

thanksg

a never-ending anth of

ing and praise to the great
King ! Man never realizes the full
beauty of creation until he has dwelt
in the woods and listened to their
myriad voices that make the harmony
of nature. How comp'ete the chant,
when man adds his voice of intelli
gence and offers all that he sees and
hears to the good God who has made
all these beauties for man that man
through them may be lifted up to
heavenly thoughts and thus learn to
praise the God from whose bounty all
thin ! If God g0 clothed the

come .
woods and gave life to all, how much
more must He love mavkind, to whom
Pe has given not merely life, but in-
telligence and love and immortality !
Let our walk through the woods teach
us to love God better and serve Him
more faithfully, see God everywhere,
hear His voice in the voice of creation,
and obey llim as all nature does.

Thus will our October (ancies bring us
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closer to the good Lord, who craves
our service and our love.— Rev, T, J,
Conaty in Catholic School and Home
Magazine.

e A ——

FATHER JOGUES.

Sunday, October 15, will be the two
hundredth anniversary of the death of
Isaac Jogues, of the Society of Jesus,
It will be celebrated at the shrine of
Our Lady of Martyrs, Auriesville,
Montgomery County, New York,
known in American missionary annals
as the ‘‘ Mission of the Martyrs” for
its soil has been hallowed by the virtue
and sacrifice of many heroic men and
women of the French and Indian races.

Father Jogues was born at Orleans,
in France, January 10, 1607. He be-
came a Jesuit, and was sent to Canada
to labor among the Iudians. His first
missionary experience was among the
Huronrs, Returning from Quebec,
where he had been sent to bring back
the annual supplies of the ion, he
was taken captive. His tortures at
the hands of his captors were some

thirg incredible.  After eight days
they met a band of warriors. Indian
custows required all pirisoners to pass

between a double row of excutioners
armed with clubz. - After innumerable
indignities, on the eve of the Assump-
tion they resched Ossernenon, now
Auriesville. In August, 1643, Father
Jogues, aided by the Duich Governor
of Rensselaerwyck, tempted an
escape, but desisted from his attempt
upon learning that his escape would
endanger the lives of the other prison-
ers. Butin the middle of October of
that year he succeeded in getting
away While passing through New
Amsterdam he met an Irishman, who
profited by the occasion to go to con-
fession. Thus the Father was prob
ably the firgt priest to exercise his
priestly mission on the Island of Man-
hattan.

After his return to America from
France he again fell into the hands of
his eruel captors, and was sent back to
Auriesville, where, after savagely
beaten, his flesh was torn from his
arms and shoulders avd devoured he
fore his eyes by a wretch, who called
out :

‘* Lot us see if this white fl

is the

1 of a Maniton (God) ?”
¢ No,” replied the i
only a man, like you.’
After a g al eouncil at Tionnor
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Romeward.

The Romeward tendency of Ritual-
ism is still developing in this city, and
now the High-Church people of Phila-
delphia are to bave a religious order.
Itis to be modeled after that of the
Holy Cross in New York and the
** Cowley Fathers” in England. The
subject has for some time been freely
discussed among Ritualists hereabouts,
and is now said to have taken shape,
quite a number of men having signi
fied their intention to join the or
membership in which will entail
taking of the three vows of «
poverty and obedierce, and the w
ing of a habit. We are, of course,
pleased to note such a movement,
imitation being the best form of {
tery, it is a tribute to the Catholic
Church. DBut it is even more.
repudiation of old-fashioned Prot
ism, and a practical step towairds th
reunnion of

istendom, tor 3 order

w 12 to the Catholic
P . \
Church. —Standard and Times
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