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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
FRAST

OF ALL BAINTS

All gaints, my dear brethren, and
all ginners who attain to eternal
lite, are closely joined together in
the golemnities of the flrat two days
of November. The mporrow of All
Sainte’ day is All Souls’ dey. The
joy of Paradise and the weariness of
ite vestibule are both offered to our
thoughts and almost at the same
time. We quickly leave praying to
the saints in glory to begin praying
for the sinners in Purgatory. And
this is a beautiful way of moaditating
on the future life, for love is too
unselflgh to tarry long with a happy
friend while there is another friend
outside the door in a state of great
unhappinese.

Holy Church would have us meas
ure our charity for the souls in Par
gatory by our value of the joys of
Heaven. And experience tells how
very great an effect this has on ue
for we see everywhere among Catho
lics an intense effention for the poor
gouls waiting at Heaven's
intengified by the
from within that which have
been granted us beforehand on the
fenst celebrated today
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they have lett after them—poor,
weak, sinful mor sinning and re
penting, stumbling and falling and
rising again, and finally disappearing
in the grave.

We have every hope that they were
forgiven their sine, but what about
their full atonement ? They have
paid the great debt, but what about
the last farthing,—ths affections still
elinging to passionate indulgence, the
lownese of motives, the groes inclina
tions chained, indeed, but not tamed?
What about the venial 18 com
mitted by them, as by ourselves in
tens and hundreds every day—the
nasty little lies, the m 1fishness,
tha slothful habits, the g
table, the worship of men’
the vanity Blf
pish temper,
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relatives, the petty dishonssty—
about all this which we know muet
bs atoned for by them, because like
oursslves they were commonplace
Christians Ah! br n, we ought
to have a fellow-feeling for them ;
we ought to thank God that we can
interpose in the Blessed
be the prayers we say for them, true
pledges friendshi blessed the
Masses off sred for them in this their
day of gloom and de tion ! I
well they realize the truth of th
Scripture saying, ' Blessed is the
man wio hath found a true friend.’
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Come forward, tben, all of yc
and bear your own share of
burden. If not from friendship’s
love, at least from the urgent call of
justice, take a share ot the sufferings
of the poor souls in Pargatory, for
you had a sghare in their guilt. By
80 doing you wi!l hasten the happy
hour of their deliverance, and earn a
share in their heavenly joy.
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FIFTH STATION
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Thomas F. Coakley, D.D., in America

It was in the winter of 1918 in
France, not far from the front.
There were but few American sol
diers overseas, and the Germans had
broken through the French lines,
entailing heavy casualties on some
of our unite brigaded with the French.
I well remember the hospital train
a8 it stopped for a short time at
the railroad station. News quickly
spread about among our troope, and
for the first time those who had not
yet been under fire had seen the
terrifying results of battle at first
hand, the nineteen long hospital cars
being filled from end to end with the
wounded and the dying. One of our
boys had met his own brother among
that suffering crowd, blinded by
mustard gae ; and as if $o accentuate
the horror, when we bad all returned
to camp, word was received that we
ourselves were to leave that night to
raplace the casualties.

Arrangements were made at once
for all the Catholic men to go to
confession, and to receivs Holy Com
munion, and a8 we had some time
vet to wait for the troop train, it wae
decided to have the Stations of the
Crogs for them. The village church

was almost of cathedral proportions.
Snow was on the ground, a cold rain
wae falling steadily, and the dim,
great church, so old, so cold, so
beautiful, had within it the chill of
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ages that cut to the very bone, and
made it almost impossible to hold
a prayer book. To make it still more
impressive, the troops walked about
the church, from station to station,
one soldier oarrying the processional
cross, two others flanking him, carry-
ing the candles. These, with the
candles on the altar, were the only
lights in the edifice, making it, if
possible, more golemn and mysteri-
ous, the heavy, unmeasured tread el
the troops, the clanking of their
steel hats, the unknown tortures
hinted at by their gas-masks, the
crunching of their nailed shoes on
the ancient stone pavement, the
flickering candles, peeping in and
out between the massive pillars, and
sending creeping shadows under the
lofty soaring arches of the lovely old
twelfth - century church, standing
erect today alter centuries of war
and persecution.

Everything went as usual until we
reached the fifth station, where Simon
the Cyrenian helps our Lord to carry
His Croes. All knelt to read the
prayer, a prayer that will be graven
on my memory till I die: "I will not

refuse the crose as the Cyrenian did;
I sccept it, I embrace it. 1 accept in
particular the death Thoa hast des- |
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ympany it Just as we reashed
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nd me the anguaished sound of »
convulgive, suppreseed sob.
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7, upstanding fellow, soms gix
and odd inches in height, a ma
and one of the notable ‘
the battalion. And thers
were two great tears, like wells of |
living water, resting just beneath his |
closed lids, like a cataract leaping to |
sacrifice, as they rolled down his |
bronzed cheeks, flashed momentarily [
in the dim candlelight, and fell with [
a splash upon the cold gray slabs. |
During the remainder of the Way |
of the Cross [ listened, somewhat |
distracted, for any indication of con-
finued distrees, but he moved on
quiet resolutely, devoutly, with |
no apparent emotion. Of acertainty
had won ; the die was cast,
croesed, and the decision
it was, gigned and sealed. |
ut when the ceremony had coaclud
ed, while packing my chapel case in
the almost impenetrable gloom of
oristy, I noticed Phil waiting
" Father, I want to go to
be eaid, " Why, lad,” I |
wera at Confession |
vening ; it is not necessary to go
agnin, " I rather think it is, Padre |
" What is the trouble, Phil ? “"Well,
I showed the ‘white feather’
tonight at the fifth station.” " Non
sense,” I answered. " You are as|
rave a8 any one alive.” " I want to
Padre. I'm no yellow Cyrenian ;
real American, and I'm going
gh with this thing.” Well,
that's a soldier's act of perfect
rry about get
1 gas or shell
you.

and {x

Enees

of

men

iy,

the

er

10 F
for 1
Conte

replied,

\a
nis e

Father,

ue
I'm
throu

tion. De¢
ullet

will ever touch

we & into the

the troop train

r the fr
h

) (lme 1

freezing ni

ing to him |
how are
tatione ? "
I'm gtill
On one occas
Verdan, coming
rain, under a
and ioquiring
about his stationes, he said
t the fourteenth, Pa
think I will get thr N
n, in the Argonne, when he
xhausted from loss of sleep and ‘
lack of tood, and scarcely able to speak |
from the effects of the poisonous gas
dronc the atmosphere
said: " Padre, [ can make
tions now, exopept the p }
e'ghth.” Thiseseemed rather paculiar, |
and it took a few minutes to grasp his |
meaning. " Yellow again, are you |
Phil?” 1 asked laughing. “ A few |
months back you wanted to cheat on ‘
the fitth station; now they are the |
the fourth and eighth. What kind of
Catholic are you, anyhow 2" * Waell,
Padre, it's just this way,” he replied. |
“The fourth station is where Christ
mets His Blegsed Mother, and the
eighth is where he meets the women
of Jeruealem, and while I can go up
to Calvary myself, I would not want
my mother and Roge, whom I'm going
to marry, to see me here and now; it
would break their hearts; it is not for
my sake, but theirg, that I want to
dodge.”

This threw a new light upon this
singularly saintly character, and my
racing thoughts oalled up visione of
the Centurion of the Gospel, and St.
Sebastian and St. George, and St.
Ignatius, and the other canonized
warriors that atand out so luminously
upon the horizon of history. While
chatting with him he spoke of his
mother and Rose, of their ennobling
influaence upon him, how steadying
and etimulating it was how that
when all was tempestuous and hope-
legs and dark they were a lamp unto
bis feet, a center to which all his
thoughts gravitated; how amid all
the unimaginable privations of the
front they formed in his mind a
background of tremendous reverence
that bathed their memory with a
precious halo, He showed me their
photographs, and while the guns
roared at Montfaucon, we examined
them; it was a wholesome, happy
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the aged woman erect and smiling,
although a practised eye could see
that her heart concealed a multiple
wound, and every gash was red; and
the girl, healthy, alert, modest, her
limpid eyes flashing forth virtue and
intelligence, and her arms entwined
around his widowed mother.

The armistice put an end to the
carnage, Pail remaining with the
combat troops, while I was sent to
headquarters. One day in Coblenz a
telephone message from a hospital
far back in the hills of Germany said
that Phil was seriously ill and
wanted to see me. It was in the
early morning, before daylight, that
I reached his bedeide, and I found
him dying of pneumonia. Almost
his firet words were: “Father, I'm
willing to make all the fourteen sta-
tions now ; please say them for me."
When he had received all the Saora
mente, I began the Stations of the
Cross and he answered as well as he
could, though every word muat have
been a martyrdom. When werepthed
the fitth station, with gasping breath,
he held my hand as I read: “I will
not refuse the oroses as the Cyrenian
did; I accept it I embrace it; I accept
in particular the death Thou has
destined for me, with all the pains
that accompany it.” As I
the last word, the rising sun, streak
ing the ¢
bavhed pillow with a boam of
golden light, and he cloeed his eyes
and died, finighing hig Way of the
Cross in he
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RELIGION OF THE
SOLDIERS
.
LETTER OF AN ENGLISH PRIEST
TO AN AMERICAN JESUIT
A STARTLING BURVEY
An English priest writing to Father
Wynne, 8. J,,
observations :

A few months sgo a committee of |

ergymen, working under
of Dr. Charles
ore, t yrmer Anglican Bighop of
)xford, set about compiling a sub.
ntial repori as to the effects of the
War on religion. Their idea was to
isgus a comprehensive statement

would apply generally to all

Protestant cl
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had nob carried their inves
tigations very far before they realized

hat although they could generalize |

in a satisfactory way concerning the
Church of Epgland and the many

and various forms of Noanconform by,

y could not deal in the sams way
with regard to the men
officially labelled "R. C.”
Catholie.) b1

Among other facts established one
stands out psainfolly conspicuous
among non-Catholic soldiers as many
a8 from 80 to 90 per cent. had but the
notions of things supec-

their ignorance on guch

points a8 God, the Incarna
the Church and the sasramente,

epeakably depressing; and of
e, one has to bear in mind that
the soldier of to da not the same
slass of man as in pre-war days, there
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that excopt for about five per cent.,
all the men classified " R. C."” were
well informed as to the fundamenta
of ity (?) and even those
whko had neglected their faith and in
consequence were rather " rusty,”
could socn be put right, and
needed but little preparation to fit
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A CATHOLIC INQUIRY STARTED

The decision of Bishop Gere's com-
mittee not to include Catholic sol-
diers in their report led Cardinal
Bourne to authorize direct investiga-
tions to be made among our Catholic
chaplains.

A number of suitiable questions
were drawn up and a copy of these
was sent to each chaplain inviting
him to answer from his personal ex-
perience. The report is not likely to
be published for a few months as the
chaplains’ replies are still being dealt
with and their answers, classifled.
When it is ready it will certainly make
most interesting reading, although it
will not be altogether pleasant.

We ghall hear for instance of
young men who have had several
years’ training in the geminary loging
all desire to persevere with their
vocation. On the other hand, there
will be instance® of men in the prime
of life becoming filled with an ardent
desire to attain to the priesthood,
and & new set of problems seems
likely to arise as to how to deal with
men who have had a clear vocation
but no classical education,

But what impreesed me most of all
was the fact that generally spaaking,
although our Catholic soldiers are
well informed as to the fundamentals
of their faith, in the overwhelming
majority of cases it seems evident
that no epiritual progress has \Been
made since they left school. This
remark appears to apply equally to
men who attend the higher grade
school as well as those who went to
the Oatholic equivalent for the
boarding school ; it applies as much to
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| clnsses "' as it does to the working
clags,
l This brings me to a point I have
| often felt to be one of the great
obstacles to Catholio progress: the
average Catholio's knowledge of his
religion remains throughout his lite
elementary,

Only rarely does one come across a
layman who is able to give a satis-
tactory reason for the faith that is in
him. On the other hand, | won't say
the Protestant, but the man of no
religion is often very well read and
his mind matured in a negative way
with regard to raligion., Often he is
able to make out a good case for his
posgition. And here I am not think
ing 8o much of young men (or even
older men), who think it clever to
4 Bay they do not believe in God; but
of the decent.living. serious-minded
men who are leading higkly respect
able pagan lives. Such men will not
| go to & priest with their diffioulties,
| but they will often open up to & lay-
| man and expect from the layman a
| reasonable answer to their questions.

In many instances the answers they

get are better—let us bope no
| worse—than they would seceive trom
| & boy who hasg just left an element
ary echool.
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WHAT 18 THE REMEDY ?
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Some months ago there was
stituted over here a Catholic
dence Guild ; it is composed of Inymen
who are suppoeed to undertake a
| cours gtudy under & priest's

direction with view to being suit
| ably equipped to speak on the Cath
| alic religion public parks and
elsewhere. 1 believe it ha
done excellent work, but as far as I

of
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It is right here that your Lesgue of

friends, theie dealings
holice serve but to
the urgent need of
work among our own

non (

mous value.

What I should like to see is a sort |

of Catholic Encyclopedia Correspond
ence College. While the work it

would do would be more important |

than its nawae, still the name should
be one which would not lend itself
| to any progress-retarding flippancy,
and the trouble about the word
“lengue ' is that it has already cer-
tain associations of a charascter very
different from the one now proposed.

Yours gincerely,
E. VINCENT WAREING,

London, England,

v.John J. Wynne, J., New

(Signed)
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BINDING UP THE

The Central

WOUNDS

Verein has just fin

Chicago. It has taken up the strands
laid down at the coming of the War.
It bad ite definite ephere of social
economic and religious endeavor
Though the work interrupted
there was ver any thought of
abandoning i Compact and com
plete ag8 a Cat
| resumes its activities, and as I
dence would have it, a new activity
ie thrown into its lap by the letter of
the Holy Father read by Archbishop
Mundelein. It is called on now
help bind up the wounds of a lacer
ated world. Itisunneces
the particular
owing to the old
there isa mc
the knittir
work.
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others, but
| standing muset come from
| Even under giress
Church did not cease to
natio Saparatec
thelees, & common
no matt how we differed
| were fandamental ties ¢
rema permanently
The War is ¢f the past, Itsill will is
foding. It is wasteful at least to
% perpetuate hatrede. Moreover there
‘ Are grave 18sues l\ll'.\‘:,' avery nation
that demand undivided attention.
foe abrond. Those

and
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al body.
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The common is
who stand for the right, and who do
not want our civilization to perish
ought to unite in soul and body. The
new danger will sgignal out the
Church. She stands in the way of
the unbridled passions of men. So
she will bs the special target. En-
deavor will be made to subvert her
teachinge and overturn her moral
sway. This ought to make cause
enough, to unite Catholics. of every
land. Catholic solidarity throughout
the world was never nesded as now.
So the Central Verein with its fine
record of Catholic activity ought to,
and will, take its place in the work of
reconstruction given to it by the
Holy Father.—Chicago New World.

LAWLESSNESS AMONG
CHILDREN

P —

The increase of lawlessness among
children as chronicled in the daily
press is becoming alarming. What
is the cause of the steadily rising
wave of juvenile delinquency? No
doubt the influence of moving pic
fures has someihing to do with it.
Again, the reaction from war-time
conditions ie being felt by children
a8 well as by their elders. Social
unreet, industrial discontent, and
Bolshevist tendencies may all be
andduced to explain this juvenile
crime wave. But all these explana-
tions merely scratch the surface.

The reai explanafion lies deeper.
It is to be found in the lack of moral
responsibility, Our system of publie
education has beer woefully lacking
in the most essential element in the
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braining of character, It has failed
to teach the ohild religion. Yet,
without it, the moral law is without
proper saunction,

Without religion there can be no
senee of moral responsibility, The
only deterrent of crime is the worldly
wise cauntion of not being caught,
Hence when the conscience of the
child has not been trained to avoid
evil and do good from religious
motives he willfollow thelines of least
resistance.

We renp ne we sow. Kduocation
without religion has gown the seed
of youthful depravity, The country
ie now reaping the harvest. The one
institution that has insisted con
stantly and uncompromisingly upon
religion in education is the Catholic
Church., Against obstacles that were
well nigh insuperabie, against ridi.
cule, abuse, and misrepresentation,
she has never cemsed to teach that
religion is the one indispensable
element in education, and to put her
teachings into practice in the class-
room,

When governments refused to
teach the saving doctrine of religion

| Always,
| exrowds of devout worshippers thron

in the schools, she erected at great |

expense
sacrifices
Oatholic

and through the
of her people, ber own
schools, academies, and
The religious training that
many of our Catholic men d
women have received in Catholic
schoole is the one vitalizing influ
ence in this country
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onal morality depends up
individual morality, and that individ
ual morality can only be
served by religion, and by the re
ious education of children? When
children are taught that there is a
that His laws must be
observed then only look for
any cessafion the youth.
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DO THE FRENCH GO
TO CHURCH
SRS

One hears from returning soldisrs
various angwers to this question. In
The Living Church (Auguet 30), an
Epiecopalian weekly, Rev, Dr, William
C. Woode, of the Maine Agricultural
gives us this
testimony :

Although not of the "great
ones "’ invited to the writer
" seatter a few crumbs
from his experiences as
man in the

one
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" COonditions were the same in pll :
the firet Sunday Mass said at flve
o'clock, with Masses following ab
bhour or half-hour intervals until
noon, and theChurch filled to capac- |

| ity from beginning to end; three or |

four daily Maeses even on ordinary
ferias, and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament almost every avening.
Last Sunday morning, 88 | wended
my way to the early Eucharist at our
tiny Anglican chapel, 1 had to pass
two Roman churches, in each of which
I used io pause to sy a few prayers.
rain or ghine, there were
g
ing the altar rail; regularly each
Sunday morning, I feel
bundred Commuanions v
those churches betore 7 o'c
" Oftentimes & new
commenced before
had been communic
preceding., This may
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administered only under one species.
" Such times as I was able to attend
Benediction, invariably I found, even
on ordinary week-day nighte, a com-
pany of forty or fitty gathered to-
gether to ‘receive the blessing from
the Lord.' The coungregational sing-
ing made » deep impression ; the fer-
vor of the 'Tentum Ergoe’ and the
‘Gloire Immortelle au Sacre Couer’ is
& memory that does not tade.
“Inever passed a parish church
without entering for at least a mo-
ment of prayer, and never was I dis-
arpointed in finding some of the faith-
ful at their devotion The
French Catholics their re
ligion, and practice t Epieco
liens aprarentl believe the
religion of the prayer hook, certainly
l y do not
the
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