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Since no trace of
found in the town, and those in the
nearest encampments were pursuing

their ordinary avocations without
any hostile intent whatever and
professing utter ignorance of the

late attempt, the believers in witch
craft, including a considerable num
ber of the townepeople, were of opin
ion that the whole occurrence w
an illusion of the senses, created by
the evil power of the reputed witch
and the spirits with whom presuma-
bly she was familiar. A panic had
ensued, it was believed, in the course
of which the witch had transported
herself far beyond the limits of the

r

town,

Captain Prosser Williams, visibly
bored and with a bitter smile upon
his lips, eat back in his chair play

ing with the tassel of
All disposition tow
vanished from his

his sword hilt.
ds credulity had

mind with his de
parture from Salem, and he was in
timately convinced that Mistress de
Lacey's friends in Manhattan were
at the bottom of the afai He was
curiously irritated, mereever, by the
golemn interest with which Henri

cus Laurens listened to
He could not refrain from
an obviously sneering tone
" Are also, Mynheer,
in witchoraft ?
Laurens 1shed at
bat he anewered deflantiy :

the recital,

saying, in

you ), a believer

face fl the taunt,

| s
“ Strange things occur which are | whenaever his vessel was in port. [ Lawrence Higgins was a ray of sun
g I

ndians had been |

they might choose to

employ. It was agreed between the

confederates that the services of
Greatbatch should be called into
requisition, ‘since Prosser Williams

held him in the hollow of his hand.
Just now when Lord Bellomont was |
making furious efforts for the sup

pression of illicit trading, it was |
widely suspectad that that notorious |
Mnu"ulvr accused likewise of acts of |

piracy, was still at large simply be [
cause he was protected by an influ- |
ential member of the Household,

who also stood well with Lieutenant
Nanfan and the other prominent
men of the extreme Protestant party.

Captain Prosser Williams,
apparently taking Mynheer Laurens
into his confidence, concealed from |
him his ulterior plans for obteining |

while

possession of Evelyn as his wife, If |
she comld be brought to listen to his ‘
suif, she and her father would still
be epared all annoyances. If thi

plan had failed, she must be seized

a8 a prisoner, whose release he |
ghould obtain from Lord Bellomont

on the condition of marriage with
himself. Asin the case of the young |
Colonial opposite him, his zeal for |
| the Protestant cause was used as a |
mask for selfish motives. Taking |
laave with scant ceremony of Vrow

| de Vries, the two hurried off towands |

where |

found

of Der

sure

the tavern
Greatbatch

Ha
to

ba

was

Chapman had most of the charac-

teristics of the bigot.
find fault,

to

The stale

in his mind,
from time to

quick to accuse,
resolutely shut his mind to

He

slanders against the
| olic Church found a ready lodgment
and he added to them
time until they made a

wall of intolerance which
impossible for the most aggressive
l);r})')llﬂnt tU overcome.

In
cours

his
o,

ordinary
John

D.

e

very

- day
Chapman

was ready
and

the truth.
Cath-

it seemed

inter-

was all

that any reasonable person could de

Bsire

He

was

free

and

easy and

open-handed, and’ had a personality
that was

gratiating.
Catholic Church was al wa
to transform the man.
Every

cupin

himself and his

from
little

many

the

apc

world.

But one
nature which
never

plain,

be

Chapman’s
was a man who differad from

al or

aggressive
like the quills
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1ce

But the

upon

a8

agreeable
mention

y

the fr

ready
beloved

machinations
thinking that his existence was
not even suspscted at Rome, and that

ks uy
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able

pON

hose

o

beést

| his beloved country was only
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eccenk

the human
satisfactorily
liked

He
ingtinct

and in
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s sufficient
saw red.
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to
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of Rome,
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one
ap of
ricities of
mind will
ex
friend
him in

every way in which it is possible for

one

man

to

differ

with

anothe

defend |

| raging.

labors of three persons at once. |

" Well, Father Fisher,” exclaimed
Higgins extending his hand, "I never
expected to see you here!”

“Larry my boy,” vretorted the |
other, clasping the proffered palm in
his own begrimed hand. “I'm glad |
to be able to see you walking about
| on two sound legs.’

Before there was a chance
anything more, a woman
ning up to the priest,
hands,

tions to you that I'm sure you won't
be able to answer.”

" You can make it a hundred,”
retorted, " and I'll answer them all.
I'll guarantee that most of them are
nuwnpmhvnm!mm- and slanders that
were answered before either of us
were born."”

She said good-bye to him courte
ously enough but within she was
His calm assumption of su
periority rankled in her breast and
she was eager for the time when she

she

to say |

came run

wringing her |
|

| could take up the cudgels in behs . Oh, Father, the first car is burn. |
of that which she held des ) | ing, and there's a man in the ruins |
life itself. Her father, who had heard | ¢8/1ing for a priest

the last part of the conversation, Without a word, Father Fi left

turned to her indulgently : them and hastened in the direction |

too busy a man to
that style.’

waste his time in

And somehow Chapman felt that
Higgins was entirely candid in his
statement. He had half hoped that

there might be something controver

sial in their conversation, but he did
not want to be placed in the position
of inviting it.
They found Father Fisher in his
study, clad im ¢ vdbare black
cassock, smoking gtrong cigar and
reading a book ted them
| cordially.
| "“1've had a busy day,and I'm taking
| it eaey for the night
In that event,’ suggested Chaj
man, you may have no desire for

" Agnes, you talk like a theologian | indicated. Instinctively, Chapman | ° ”lnl'l"'m'\: s et i

you're a regular doctor of divin- | and Higgins followed. The first cor, | Lthe priest laughed. ;
ity.” | like the others, had been derailed and I'm glad to have you, and if you

The girl shook her head protest- | was on its side. The upper portion | can stand me ['m gure I won't find
ingly. i was in flames, and beneath the side | any fault with you.

‘You know I'm nothing of the | next to the ground they could see the |* The talk drifted emsily from one
kind, but I'd be ashamed of myself if | body of a stalwart man pinned down. | subject to another. Chapman spoke
I couldn't give an account of the | The possibility of saving his life was | of the wreck, but before he could
faith that's in me. “ remote. It would take heavy machin- | finish the praise he wished to give

He patted her on the head affeo ‘ ery to move the obskruction, and be- | the priest, the latter had taken the
tionately. | fore that could be obtained he would | conversation in his own hands and

“You did well, but you're wasting ‘ die. I'he priest looked abou# for ‘ turned it into a denunciation of the |
your breath on Chapman,’ some way of reaching the sufferer. | railroad company for thair failure te

She looked at her father in sur- | The only cpening was by way of a | provide proper safeguards for their
prise. " You don't mean to say that | window from which the sash had | employees and for passenger
you let his charges go unchal.-|been wrenched and which wae now | ' Mavbe few damage suits will
lenged ?" smoldering ae it ready to burst into | wake them up,”’ he concluded, * for

He smiled. flames. Father Fisher got down on expervience has shown that the pocket

‘ ‘Oh, if he makes a specific mis. | his hands and knees and began o | nerve is usually the most acute with
lntnbunmnt. I correct it, but I never | crawl through the aperture. A rail-

| & corporation.”
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