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FLIRTING WITH HOLY ‘ their decrees so as to have loopholes

SCRIPTURE

Some five or six years ago an Amer- | thoughtiul men in the Church of

fican Catholie
torially that

journal declared edi
De. Ingram, the Angli
can Bishop of London had acknowl
edged that “there wuas only one
ohurch in England that officially ac
cepted the Scripture as the infallible
word of God and that that church
was the Church of

The reproduction, Catholie
Opinion, in the Jamaica press of this
alleged utterance of the prelate occa
gioned its repudiation later in a letter
from the Bishop's Secretary in which
“absolute lie" was the term applied
to it., But neither then nor at any |
time after, it may be noted, did Dr.
Ingram or any one else deign to offer
theslightestevidence that the Church
of England was officially committed
tio the infallibility of the word of God

It might be a mistake, possibly, to
attribute the recognition of the
lamentable fact in question to his
lordship it was no mistake—no
“absolute lie to that the fact
was precisely as stated and the call
made at the time to produce an ofli
cial acceptance to the contrary has
ever since been studiously ignored.
And, indeed, it could not well be
otherwise in a church establishment
wherein the putting aside of obnox
jous facts has in general been lifted
to the dignity of art.

How little prospect, there is, too
such an official acceptance ever
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a fine
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But
Convocation
done. Surely

| for the doubter and unbeliever.
[that is what the
of Canterbury has

England must ask themselves if it is
any looger a witness to the truth or
a barrier agaiust error. To a plain,
straightforward man it would seem
that a church which does not teach
is & church only in name.—Provi-
dence Visitor.
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NEW YEAR
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Each year cometh with all his |
days,

are shadowed
bright;

He beckons tis on until he stays
Kneeling with us 'meath Christmas

night.

Some and some are

Kneeling under the stars that gem

The holy sky, o'er the humble place,

When the world's sweet Child
Bethlehem

Rested on Mary, full of grace.

|
of |

|

Not only the Bethlehem in the East.
But altar Bethlehem everywhere,

the Gloria of the first great

feast

Rings forth its gladness on the air,

| the old American,
| patriotism,

Each year seemeth loath to go,

And leave the joys of Christmas day ;
In lands of sun and in lands of snow,
The year still longs awhile to stay

A little while, 'tis hard to part
From this Christ blessed here below

| We

which the tender recollection of those
young men who bear our flag in for
eign lands, or who, perhaps, have
already given their lives in the glor-
ious cause of our country, will bring
the tears of longing into the eyes of
those who knew and loved them; a
day on which all of us, certain ag we
are of the rectitude of ~ cause and
the might of our nr will be
minded to come to Jrib, not
alone with the simpl 1like joy
of other years, bub a » who im
plore the mighty prowecwuon of the
Prince of Peace, who is likewise the
King of Justice, the eternal Ruler,

|
|
|
|
|
upon whose shoulder is the govern: ;
|
|

ment of nations.
Touched with poignant memories,
then, this Christmas Day will be for

| many, and not without apprehension

for all who with any adequate mens-
ure have gauged the magni
tude of the task before us,
have been asked to undertake
many heavy burdens; we have an

possessions, our time, our services
our children, with an alacrity which
promiges much for the future. Un-

| der the leadership of the Chief Exec

| utive of the nation, the conduct of
our people on all occasions has dem
onstrated the vigorous survival of
Christian ideal of
of country founded
on love of God. From this fact we
may draw assurance that the Provi
dence of Aimighty God which in days
far darker than any which now seem
to confront our people gave strength
to the trembling hands of our fathers

love

| omy

|

| years
| of relief,

| swered the appeal, whether for our

| that

| did he say it would be till that hap

deal confidently, and will not fear,
because the Lord is my strength.—
America.
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CHRISTMAS OPTIMISM

EURTa—

Once vpoa a time, in the course of
a lecture which a prcfessor of astron
was giving to the yokels of a
Scotch village, he solemnly an
pounced: " In seven hundred mil
lion years, my friende, the sun will |
be a cold body like the moon. There
will be no warmth on earth, no light,
no life nothing.” There
upon a chair was pushed back noisily
at the back of the hall, a big farmer

one B Ganana
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got up and asked in great agitation :
" Excuse me, Mister, but hoo lang

pened ?" ' Seven hundred million
my friend. The farmer sack
back into his chair with a great sigh
“Thank Goad!" he gasped,
" Aw thocht ye said seven million’
The comfort that
rived from the news that fthe earth |
would last 693,000,000 years longer
than he had at first feared should be
shared by some of those who are
aging rapidly just now owing to the
worry and anxiety they feel regarding
the outcome of the present War and
a thousand other unsolved problems
distress them. But vain fe
not be allowed to rob
Christmas season of its spirit of
and optimism, The of
will not last forever but will come
an end no doubt much
we now

grateful Scot de
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the
hope
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o
sooner than
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A child in the midst of a crowd is
conscious of nothing
iate
| stifled,
| objects
let the
| and 1
the e
are i
ing
stirring
deign to raise us to His point of view
what a change would come over us !

but its imme-
Crushed and
it can see and feel only the
actually touching it. But
father take it up in his arms
10ld it aloft; what a difference
levation will make. So we too
n a crowd, in the dark, find
ften no meaning in
around us; but ghould God

surroundings.
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coming a fact is apparent from the
recent practical refusal on the part
of the convocation of Canterbury
declare the inspiration of Scripture
Let A. Hilliard Atteridge tell us of
this in his article, "Developments in
the Church of England,” published
in America (August:

Convocation is advisory body
and can only take effective action on
guestions referred to it by the crown
in what known "Letters of
Business Such letters of
were addressed a few
the convocation of C
recting it to consider
upon the revision of the boc
mon pra This report is nov
but cor ) practical
canit t untili a
parliament

expect. The fervent prayers -

Our Lady's DIED
novena made by
prior to the
Conception
in vain, but
turn
of averages,
it should be
welcome

Old year! and in thy aged heart

will continue its benign protection
I hear thee sing so sweet and low gn I

over our beloved country Although
the times were bitter, God was very
near to us in that winter, when, in
camp at Valley the Father of
our Country besought the favor of
Heaven for his cause; so, too, in a
later dey when men thought#the
sure | Union under which pation had
grown great, was about to broken | their
forever. In th ars of that | gound
followed, charity, educ all man €
ner of benevolent works flourished,
and in the calm and undisturbed sur
roundings of a reunited people, dwel
ling in concord and mutual esteem,
the power of the Church, the mysti
cal body of Christ vde fest
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at
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A song like this, but sweeter far,
And vet as if with a human tone,
Under the blessed Christmas star,
And thou descendest from thy throne

O'DoNNELL—In Arthur
of Wellington, on
December 6th, 1917, Thom
nell, aged eighty years. May his gou
rost in peace.
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Dr. Wace, the Dean of Canterbury
opposed the change. He pointed out
that such a formula might
accepted even by one who believed
neither in the inspiration, the his
torical accuracy or the authority of
the Scriptures, and proposed instead
as an amendment the formula: " Do
vou acknowledge that the Holy
Seriptures of the Old and New Testa
ments were given by divine inspira
tion?" The proposal was rejected
by 63 votes to 5. A proposal to
insert after ' conveying’ the words, |
by “ Divine authority,” was rejected
by 52 votes to 31. A suggestion that
the last words should be: " In our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,’
was defeated by 52 votes to 21. A
further attempt to amend the
formula so that it would end with
the words, '‘Fualfilled in the Incar
nate Word, Our Lord Jesus Christ” |
was negatived by 45 to 16. Finally |
after the words, ‘In Our Lord |
Jesus Christ,” had been added, |
the original formula was accept
ed by 74 votes to 4. It would
seem then that both the bishops
and the representatives of the
clergy have agreed to sweep
away further barriers against un
belief and to remove one more |
obstacle to representatives of the
higher criticism and the latest forms
of modernism entering 'the min
istry of the established church,
There is much talk of the “ compre
hensiveness' of the Church of Eng- | Providence of Goi to inquire why
land, Here we have the representa- | this change has been thrust upon us, |
tive assembly of its clergy practically | God's counsels are His own, beyond
refusing to assert the inspiration of | the scrutiny of created minds. But
Holy Soripture, and further reject- | today we know that the words of
ing the proposal to add a distinct | Isaias have come to pass in our land;
assertion of tha divinity of Christ. In | upon the dark mountain the banner
the debate the reason chiefly put for- | is lifted up, and there is a noise of a
that the formula should be | multitude, as it were of mauy people,
as not to “trouble the | the noise of the sound of kings, of
conscience " of candidates for ordina- | nations gathered together, for the
tion. 'IMe established church de-| Lord of hosts hath given charge to
clures in its articles that it accepts | the troops of war. For many, there-
the early councils. These councils | fore, the birthday of the Prince of |
assuredly never dreamed of drafting | Pes will this year be a day on

ou

dly 1l days passed ; the gray, old antism los

Himself of becomir
of the Divinity

the palace

ild has
terior man £ on
He who i
heaven is | manger
made encourage us bear
with patience the sufferings of life, to
teach us to alleviate the sufferings of
the poor, His brethren, even as we
would have ministered to the Holy
Family,had thatblessed privilege been
granted Taking our nature, in
compliance with the eternal decree
of God, He begins His mission of sal-
vation in want and suffering. The
Child in the manger is the model and
the inspiration of all who would look
upon God forever, their eyes
have been closed to the fleeting joys
and sorrows of this world of time.

With better gifts than the old year | Unless we strive to emulate the vir

gave; tues of the Child of Bethlehem, we
If you place on his fingers the holy | shall not bear as Christians should

ring the trials of life, and, at the end of
| Of prayer, your | 8ll, enter into the Kingdom of God.
| slave. i Therefore, now, more than before, is
it necessary that we draw close to
the Manger at Bethlehem.

year
ulls to his throne the coming heir
alls from his eyes the last sad tear,
And lo ! there is gladness everywhere.
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Is it not truth ? as old as true ?

List ye, singers, the while ye sing !

Each year bringeth to each of you

What each of you will have him
bring.
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About this time most Fur Stores offer big reductions in the price of the Fuar Garments left on hand
after the busy season.

Most of this inferior or imperfect stock,
been handled many times by prospective customers, thus making it more or less shop-worn

Hallam’s Furs havs only ONE PRICE  no matter when you buy — they are not over
priced before Xmas; then offered at a big reduction to bring them to normal prices.

The reason is clear — We procure our raw furs DIRECT FROM THE TRAPPER,
attractive garments, then offer them DIRECT TO YOU

Don’t how this saves many middlemen’s profits ?

It not only enables us to offer you the Furs at MUCH LOWER PRICFS
but insu BETTER QUALITY FURS, because we inspect our skins all
of which are carefully selected before they are made up, whereas the store
keevers who buy their garments already made-up have no control over the
quality of the fur skins used, nor the workmanship, consequently they can
guarantee them.

Hallam’'s Furs MUST PLEASE YOU or you DO NOT HAVE
TO KEEP THEM — this is guaranteed.
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is the choicest having already been sold ; further it has ;
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O'Mahony. The Chief of the Comeraghs
of the Irish Rebellion of 1798, by D. P.
yngham, L. L. D
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in & fascinating manner, By Mrs,
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A tale
When the world seemed lost, the Con-
glory of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Chriet, appeared amongst us, a little
Child in the arms of Mary, His Im
maculate Mother. So shall it be with
us, we pray, with our people and with
our nation. To those that love God,
as St. Paul tells us, all things work
together unto good. If He has care
for the flower of the field, for the
birds of the air, His merciful Heart
will be opened to the prayers and to
the intercessions which rest upon our
men who have left all to serve their
country. Some day, as we confident
ly trust, the spear shall be laid aside
for the Cross of Christ, and God shall
take His place, from which He has
80 long been excluded, in the govern
ment of His peop and in that day
a little Child shall lead the nations,
united in mutual charity and trust.
But now, as always, our lots are in
| His hands, the loving hands of Him
who because He loved us, became
Child, the broken hands of Christ
our Saviour, pierced upon the Cross.
In all trust, then, may we say as we
gather at the Orib of Bethlehem,,
Christmas Day, 1917, "I will give |
thanks to Thee, Lord, for
behold, God is Saviour; |
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For the first time
half a century, Christmas Day dawns
upon our country at war. We have
not lived through these fifty years
and more, as through an unbroken
cyele of tranquility ; yet, since the
fateful Christmas of 1864, year by year |
have the Christian people of Lhiﬂ‘
nation gathered at the Crib of the
Prince of Peace, at peace with all the
world
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