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DECEMBIR 26, 1907

and the pigs at home Squealing for your returp !
What profit is thero i (hat » It s also im ;11\7
sible for farmers always to feeq at |‘r*g‘1;lz1r' inlhl*w
vals, which is quite an zul\'nntugv with all kinds
of stock. How many farmers have g [»ru‘]wr \)l- 17
for hogs in winter, especially  for suckers -)l ‘l]
think we can attrihute the (:uu.\w i R .
number of hogs sold in the fall 1:) t(;qlisul:-ax\fﬁn(x(ml:
would htf more profitable for most farmers L.ov
young pigs at a dollar and a half
raise them.

Those pigs that Prof. Day speaks of must have
been bought from the Dominion Government, and
even then they must have heen looking for sup-
port, or they would not have sold them so ('h(*np-
ly. Usually, a sow will have two litters a year
She may have one pig, or she may have g (l;)zeﬁ
but the cost of keeping the sow fs all the Same'
He also speaks of the farmer allowing himself t«')
be carried away by a panic. He might well think
they had lost their heads when they were selling
their hogs at present low prices. He must have
been looking into the storehouse bins instead of
the farmers’ granaries, for they are not as full as
he claims. Is Prof. Day not aware that this is a
Christian land, and that a merciful man is merci-
ful to his beast, and that it is better to slaughter
pigs than to starve them ? It is my opinion
that packers should shoulder the blame, and not
the farmer. If the packer had still paid six and
a half or seven dollars per hundred, and rejected
all light hogs, the farmer would have had to
buy grain and finish them, or suffer the
consequence, A man would surely be insane to
buy barley at 70 cents a bushel and feed hogs at
$4.65 per cwt Even if the packers didn’t have
such great profits for a little while, they might
have let the pig-feeder have a little of the spbil;
but they have bled him to death, and their profit
won’t be from fifteen to onc hundred and twenty
per cent. next year, the same as the statements
published in ‘* The Farmer’'s Advocate ' last sum-
mer, i1l my memory serves me right.

Perth Co., Ont. J. C. T.

buy
each than to

THE CONDUCT OF DISTRICT FAIRS.

Editor *“ The Farmer's Advgocate

Having judged for a number of years at fairs
throughout the Dominion, it might not be out of
place to give your readers an idea of some of the
features seen there.

COMMERCIAL HERD.

One of the best live-stock exhibits was where a
substantial prize was given for a grade herd, con-
sisting of a pure-bred sire and four grade females,
sire to have the type and characteristics of the
breed aimed at in grading ; females judged by

size, uniformity and grade character. This class,
where tried, has always brought out a very strong
exhibit. There is no line of animal husbandry

that is of more importance than the improvement
of our grades. Pure-breds are seed stock, but
grades are the commercial money-makers.

STOCK PARADES.

Where there is a two-day fair, a parade of
live stock makes a very strong feature for the
second afternoon. At the summer fairs, in the
West, where the evenings are long, even at a one-
day fair there is time for a stock parade. A well-
:\rf‘til\gucl display of stock, when brought out in
good condition, decorated with prizewinning rib-
bons, well marshalled and properly led, makes a
very attractive appearance as Lhe closing feature
of an agriculture fair. In some prize-lists pro-
vision is made on the programme for time of
parade, when prizes are given for the best dlispluy.
Seventy points should be allowed for purity '()I
hl()()d,‘unil"urmity of type, condition, et(‘i, an(l\.}(i
points for ornamentation and classification. This
has a tendency to bring out stock well fatted and
groomed. Colored ribbons are much better to
designate the prize animals with than cards when
awards are made, and are much to be preferred
for parade decoration.

GIVING REASONS IFOR DECISIONS.

Fair boards should insist upon judges making
public their reasons when gi\?ng theu‘. awar(l‘s.
The aim should be to make judgmg'_ at fan’si a verky
strong educational featu-rq in llve-st.o('k work.
With nearly four hundred fairs m.(mt‘un‘o,_ the Op(i
portunities could not be better for trummg zm“
cultivating, through the eye, the mind V()n Itll“
lines ef animal conformation than by pub ;L
demonstration in the show-ring. If fur_m &!ll{l?a.ts
are machines, through which 1';1\\'(um\t}inra(‘l(juzix;é t((:

» converted into finished proaucts, ; : ’
ll::u;x:zms(:mething of the type and conformah(;n“tl)j
the machines. The ringside th-ml l.w‘n.nv of t
very best places to receive such instruction.

JUDGING RING.
The most educational exhibition th.ut l’]‘ll]]au‘
‘¢ vear was a one-day falAr. ere
atfendec 1ts ¥ seball, nor gimerack of
was necither horse-trot, baseball, oy agricul
any kind The fair was .‘:‘”: ‘L';: r:):'lm(’;l N rough
tural basis. A jlulgmg‘lmhy_, -'\]rlgi(l(\ \\'hi("h o ade
megte wers DU amouty 1}“1'I‘IL“1:111;~ of the on-
fair-seeing more m,"nfm‘“,].hﬁ ]‘nfollbns to shelter
lookers came pl‘()\‘llil‘(‘ with um

from sun and inclement weather The attention
was closely riveted upon the judge's work : the
n‘r_ltit'ism and comment from the ringside was
f»l.tvn more intelligent and correct than at many
fairs where they had more pretentious surround-
ings. A well-managed one-day fair often does
excellent work on educational lines. The aim of
an agricultural society should be to scatter as
mut_‘h useful information as possible. But, in
striving to draw large crowds, to swell the gate
receipts, expensive attractions are too often en-
g‘am'd, which, if the weather happens to be un-
favorable, often helps to drag the society into
financial difficulties, and lessen its usefulness
MARKING JUDGE’S BOOK.

Marking of the awards in the judge’s book, if
not carefully and correctly done, is often a WOrry
and serious source of annoyance to the secrct,ar\v

and board of directors. At some fairs it is made
imperative that the judge mark his own book, so
as to avoid any possibility of mistake. But if

the classes are heavy and the competition close,
and the judge gives a few lucid reasons for his de-
cisions, he will not have much time to attend to
the marking of his book. But he should see that
the ribbons or tickets are placed on the proper
animals.  The best help I have had in the ring
was a young man engaged in some kind of clerical
work, as a bookkeeper or bank clerk. Their
methods of keeping and marking are plain, syste-
matic, and always absolutely correct.

SIDE-SHOWS.

Where the management deem it wise to allow
fakers, with their side-shows, to build up and
erect a ““ Midway,”” they should never be allowed
to get possession of the most prominent and con-
spicuous part of the fair grounds, but be separated
into a row or corner by themselves, and a close
inspection or supervision kept upon them.

POINTS FOR JUDGES.

Judges should discriminate quite sharply in
withholding prizes from unsound and unhealthy
animals, and, where breeding males are lacking in
conformation and decidedly ofi-type, they should

Highmore Corona (imp.) 11031.

Winner of three firsts, and included in dispersion sale of herd of
H. M. Vanderlip, Cainsville, Ont., January 8th, 1908.

Berkshire sow

not, in classes where the competition is wealf,lbe
awarded the first prize. Firmness and decision
on the part of our judges here would do much to
eliminate unworthy animals from the show-ring.
Also, it would have a very strong tendency .tn
build up, strengthen and improve our breeding
SLO:’l:riLes should be given for the best fitted and
groomed animals ; also for thc'amm’alg led, hgld
and shown in best manner for judge’s inspection.
This class is generally confined to young meg
under twenty-one. Societies shguld cultlvz:ite a\]r;
encourage the showing of ponies and un der— m
hands harness and saddle classgs. 1t kten 8 !
cherish and foster a love for live stoc among

our young people.
THE RACING QUESTION.

Should there be horse-racing at an ugrlculturg{
; estion upon which there seems tot e
a great diversity of opinion. In th(; l'(;tlldas ;a;,)
(-u:riage and harness classes, ‘nour.ly ﬂ.lll :; C](xil‘ly
that style, speed and true a_('t,mn sh(;u‘ C e
demonstrated in the ring, n \hv.m}(‘r_o‘,. By Koy
the benefit of the unl(mkn.'rs, for tv:;]“ﬂgfor Tika
tion, pleasure and education, as we ,S M
: satisfaction of the judge. 5
, horses can and often do
driving classes one of the
features of a fair.
they

fair ? is a qu

inspection and i
of our judges of light
moke the judging of the o
i and attractive
most pleasing & : f o
If they were not crowded so much for time,
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could make, in the afternoon hours, a very pleas-
ing display and exhibition in the judging of the
harness classes. This is a line well worthy of
more consideratian and cultivation by our rural
fair boards. But to convert an agricultural fair
into a ‘“ racing meet,”’ where professional drivers,
with a string of racing horses, get on to and fol-
low a fair circuit; where everything is sacrificed
to speed; where the winner is sometimes a loose-
Jointed rake in conformation, and often not sound;
where racing is made the principal fair feature—
it impairs the usefulness, and tends to destroy the
aim, intention and purpose for which our agricul-
tural socicties were created. This class of sport
should be kept by itself, held at a time and place
altogether clear from that of an agricultural fair,
Simcoe Co., Ont. DUNCAN ANDERSON.

THE FARM.

FARM MANAGEMENT.
Fditor “ The Farmer's Advocate '’ :

In my last I endeavored to show that if the
[armer were freed from tariff and trade restriction,
and the combinations which these foster, his con-
dition financially would be much improved; and,
although these conditions certainly affect his pe-
cuniary circumstances, yet, apart from these,
every farmer holds his destiny in this respect
largely in his own hands. 'As never before, suc-
cessful farming demands applied and well-directed
brain-power. A certain gentleman, whose experi-
ence in life entitled him to speak with authority,
once remarked that, ‘‘ the man that could be
highly successful as an agriculturist, would be a
shining light in any other line he might incline
to.”” Too many of our agriculturists are still
disposed to follow the slipshod methods of pioneer
days, carry on their work in a slovenly, half-
hearted way, and that simply because they do not
go at their business with that vim and energy
and inquiring turn of mind which will enable them
to realize the fascinating interest and substantial
) return which lies
ready to be re-
vealed in every true
phase of agricultur-
al life.

The business of
the farmer 'to-day
requires a broad
field of vision and a
thorough method in
every department of
his work. In the
first place, he must
be a tiller of the
soil, and have a
knowledge of the
composition and
texture of soils, the
principles of under-
drainage, of culti-
vation, the nature
and rotation of
crops, and the best
manner in which the
fertility of soils
may be main-
tained and im-
proved. This last
consideration leads
us to realize the
necessity of a judi-
cious system of
stock - keeping in
conjunction with
his operations of
the soil ; how unalterably connected are these
two departments of the farm ; how, in this
way, the finished product of one department be-
comes the raw material of another; and how the
farmer is his own best customer for many prod-
ucts of the soil, and thus a manufacturer in the
truest sensc¢ of the word, by means of the animals
at his hand. His business, then, should be the
growing and manufacturing of such high-class
products as seed grain, live animals (horses, cat-
tle, sheep, hogs and poultry), beef, mutton and
bacon; milk, butter and cheese, choosing the de-
partments of stock-keeping of which he seeks to
make a specialty. With all this wide knowledge
of soils, plants, animals and manufactured prod-
ucts, he must also be a business man. He must
know how to buy and sell, how to place his
wares upon the market and secure the highest
price ; in a word, the farmer of to-day must be
a wide-awake and many-sided man.

With a system of farming so diversified and
specialized, and conducted in such a business man-
ner that the largest returns may be obtained from
the labor, there is no reason why labor cannot be
profitably employed the year round. The all too
current practice of employing hands for six or
eight months of the year cannot be too st.rongly
condemned. Such a system will never build up
and insure a suitable supply of farm labor, neor
vet will it enable the farmer to obt'ain a satisfac-
At()ry financial return. The pursuit of farming,




