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TORONTO, DEC. 24TH, 1908

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

—

\ccording to a privilege accorded by
Pope Honorius I1l. and confirmed by
1 faithful are

ais uccessors, ail the
t flesh meat on Christ-

permitted to ca

His birth in Bethlehem. Seo

can be no more gracious messags
than that contained in the angelic
salutation with it we greet them
me and all And whilst we an
nounce the glad tidings the voices ol
ther celestial messengers are DOrn«
pon us adown the cycles of uUme

nd the burden of their song 18

Glory to God in the Highest and or

earth peace to men of good will’
Joining all togeth in this grand
pean of praise, we naturally breathe
the blessing with it allied — the

message of Peace on earth to men ol
good will
out everywhere to the four
of the world

Since we last greeted our readers at
Christmastide, our outlook has been
somewhat changed. Whilst heretofore
we claimed no special mission
message for the people beyond that of
assisting in the general good work of
the Catholic that of giving to
our Catholic homes, doctrine, litera-
ture, and news true Catholic,
elevating character, we have now as-
sumed an additional and particular
mission, that of extending in a spe-
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which at the orphanages and homes of

| his Order, a palatable soup for the

He was not the
first missionary, however, in this
great lone land. Fathers Grollier
and Seguin were'the pioneer mission-
aries of the Indians of this region.
Then Came Bishop Clut and shortly
after Father Lecorre. Bishop Clut
died a few vears ago at Little Slave
Lake Mission, among the whites,
Half-breeds and Crees His work he

cial manner these benefits and bless- [committed to othber hands.

ings to neglected places of the Lord’s

Of the difierert tribes spread over

| too, no matter how exacting on pro-
;vislons, transportation was next to
impossible. In winter he slept in
the snows near some place where
wood supply was convenient, digging
out a deep recess, strewing it with
spruce branches and there, with the
glass down to anywhere between 15
or 60 degrees, stretching himself un-
Ider the blue canopy of heaven, and
committing himself into the hands of
the Great God he served. The win-
ter with all its severity was even a
| more acceptable time than summer,

|cause
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ing where we can board and educate
& certain number of these poor chil-
dren who are more to be pitied than
orphans, for the latter are provided
with homes where they can be Ib-
structed in 211 that necessary,
while the great distances which
arate the colonists Irom
render it impossible to have
placed at a cou. enient distance W
all can attend

“1 ask all for the love of the Sacred
Heart and our Blessed Mother to con
sider this petition, and contribute to
a work on which the salvation ol
many souls may depend, for after the
Bread of Life is not the bread of
Christian education the most essen
tial in these days when evil men are
seeking to drive God out of His own
creation.”

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR,
Convent of our Lady of Sion,

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
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ADVENT READING.

We have pointed out with whatpro-
fit the pages of Isaiah could be read
as a preparation for Christmas be-
of the thrilling power with
which he describes the fallen condi-
tion of mankind and the need of
Redeemer. But this great prophet
does more than expose wickedness and
denounce woe to the nations steeped
in iniquity. Terrible indeed as the
thunderstorm and the whirlwind is he

“

TORONTO
CONSERVATORY
OF MUSIC

EDWARD FISHER, Mus. Doc.,
Musical Director

ONE OF THE FEW LEADING

MUSIC SCHOOLS IN AMERICA,

Faculty of 88 Specialists. Carefully
graded and fairly conducted examina
tions. Lecal centres throughout Can.
ada. Scholarships, Lectures, Recitals,
O-chestral and Ensemble Practice and
other free advantages, Pupils registered
at any time.

NEW CALENDAR BY MAIL.

Conservatory School of Expression
F. H. Kirkpatrick, Ph. D., Principal,
Public Reading, Oratory, Physical and

Voice Culture, Dramatic Art,
and Literature,

SPECIAL CALENDAR

New Vocal Studio

MISS MARIE C. STRONG

Tone Production and
Singing.

Studio- Nordheimer's, 15 King St, East
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age, and should, conformably to His We have had during these late days, | most other Redmen we read i, for out any doubt they do a great work union of these bodies s Br't'Sh Ame e
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desire, purify ourselves for full com- | the visit of one of the most venerable | the fire-water of the Pale Face. for CLrist and His Church, in encour- ncan

nunion with Him in the Feast of His
LLove. Many more than ever before
according to our Holy Father's in-
struction on frequent Communion, will
approach the Altar thiz Blessed
Christmas and ravish their souls with |
the true joys brought to us through
{ Nativity. —
O let us all around the Crib
Protest our Faith ard Love;

And let us in the lives we live
Refleect the things above.

he

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS.

The dawn of another day shall bring
us the anniversary of the greatest
and most momentous fact that the |
world has ever known, the event her-
alded by the angelic messenger to
watching shepherds on Galilean hills,
in the ever inspiring words: “‘Be-
hold, T bring you good tidings of |

great joy, for this dav is born to vou |

a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.” !
No grander message, no sweeter tid-
ings, were ever wafited to the tired
sois of men. It was the one for
which the world had waited four
thousand years; the tidings for which
prophets longed and patriarchs sigh-

ed, that for which the Jewish people |

in their families and as a nation had
watched, and the import of which
is as saltfary with us to-day as when
first: sounded on Gaiilean hilly, for

He Whe was born is as much the Sa- ;only nourishinent obtainable being
viour of the people of the twyntieth

century as He was of that which saw

(village of Morbehau, France, in 1845,

| given to their conversion and eciviliza-

and
of the great Northland, where only
the Indian, the Half-Breed, and a few |
English traders at the outposts have |
far penetrated. Auguste Louis |
Lecorre was born in Brittany in the

SO

and made his primary studies in the:
seminary of St. Anne D'Auy in that |
country. In 1870 he responded to
the appeal of the great Indian mis- |
sionary prelate, Mgr. Clut, \'imr-:
Apostolic of Mackenzie, and came out |

to this country as a sub-deacon. Or-

rival, he at once proceéded to Provi-
Mission at the outlet of the
Great Slave Lake, in the Mackenzie
Vicariate and was there ordained
priest From that time on nohndyl
travelled or lahored more assiduously
among the numerous, \vida‘lv-dispc!'s-?
ed Indian of the North than |
Father Lecorre. Thir'y-seven long |
of unflinching sorvice under
the most trying was |

1
|
dained deacon at Montreal on his ar~l
dence '

tribes

YeATS.
cirenmsrances

tion before he thought of respite, and
in that time he traversed on foot m'|
in canoe a territory large enough to
make many empires, and rejoiced in
being spent in the interests of these
poor, benighted children of the forest
and the plain. During fifteen vears
of that time he tasted no bread, the

dried fish, potatoes when they could
be produced, and some barley, out of

experienced Oblate Miseionaries |

Father Lecorre spent some time

i with the great Kskimo tribe which in-

hahits the whole coast line of the Are-
tic Ocean
east to the Atlantic, but says he was
unable to make any progress towards
their conversion and civilization be-
cause of the prominence and power of
the Medicine Men among them. lle
spent one winter at Point Barrow,
sleeping in their underground huts,
endeavoriiug to teach them the truths

of the Christian religion, and always |

in danger of his life from the jealous
medicine men of the tribe. This is
the most obstinate family of Indians
so far as Christianity is concerned,
that the great missionaries have yet
ency antered. Of all the Northern
Tribes, too, those of the mountain
and forest, seemed, in the experience
of the venerable Father, to be much
easier formed into good Christians
than their more contaminated broth-
ers of the prairie.

It should be enough to arouse the
missionary interest and sympathy
even in the most callous, 1o be told
that this good Father, in these: exact-

' ing excursions which he made over the

country, could carry with hinm on his
own back or by the ageney of the
small dogs, which are commuon to
tha* region, only the bare essentials
for elebration of Holy Mass, fish for
himself and the dogs (two fishes per
day for each dog), and a small por-
tion of dried meat. Without dogs

from the Behring Strait

‘aging the poor waviarer of their own
faith and conciliating those who are
not, and should be encouraged by ev-
erybody with any missionary spirit
; Whatever. The following letter makes
an appeal for the Northwcst.th(:n,fmm
itho Sisters’ standpoint, and we are
‘glad to insert it and to say that any
idc-signntvd gifts for the schoo! in
question will be gladly forwarded to

éthv Mother Superior, who promises

special prayers for all her benefactors:

“I have come to place before you
~an undertaking which at the present
| time is interesting to all since it is a
| question of colonizing the North-West
of Canada. '

“People of every mation and creed
(are scattered over these cold but
healthy regions lured by the hope of
finding a2 home away from the over-
crowded and unhealthy cities of the
East. Theyv find here large tracts
of upcuitivated soil, far away from
any habitation; no School, no Church
and often partial starvation: the chil-
dren growing up without the possi-
bility of receiving even elementary in
struction, and still less any relizious
knowledge. Many who are of good
families deplore their inability 1o
give their children the facility of be-
ing prepared for the Sacraments, and
of being taught to read and write.
We have impoverished ourselves by
taking all the pupils that we can pos-
sibly accommodate, and feel that we
can conscientiously do no more jor
want of space. To enable us to con-
tinue and extend this charitable work
we come to ask a little assistance
from you to-day.

““We have erected a modest build-

(in that Church.
|concerned have agreed to conform
|

It has now been definitely announc-
ed that so far as the commission is
concerned, the negotiations have been
brought to a successful issue. All
difficulties have been removed, even
those wh h were doctrinal, and were
considered to be the greatest obst
in the way of a union.

Dr. Patrick, Principal of ‘he Mani-
toba Preshvterian College, Winnipeg,
one of the raost prominent members
of the commission, gave
to a

acle

an interview
representative of the Toronto
Globe a few dayvs ago in which he set
forth the result of the negotiations
from the Preshyterian point of view
and from the standpoint of the ('un;
gregationalists, the Rev. F. J. Day

of i
mterview
Montreal
Poth gentlemen are enthu-
in favor of the basis of
: ached by the commission, and
judging from the utterances of many
of the clergy and laity of all

chuiches

Montreal, gave also an
to a representative of the
Witness.

iastica’ly

union re

three

during the past couple of

years, we are of the opinion that it
Will be adopted by a large ma ority
of the congregations of all three

churches as soon as it will |
sible to lav the matier before  them.
The time which will be needed to ac-
complish this is set at three vears
as this period will be nm-rss.nri" '
fore  the ]

e pos-

be-
Presbyterian Church can

|have the matter voted upon, accord-

ing to the usual course of procedure
The other Churches

Business College

Central Y.M.C.A. Building, Toronto
ESTABLISHED 1860

Those who attend this old-established
reliable institution enjoy special ad-

vantages and privileges not afforded

by the average school, Catalogue

with full particulars mailed on request

T. M. WATSON,
Principal

We are opening
our new office in
Winnipeg. The
Underwood is now
at home in Halifax

St. Jobn, N. B,
Montreal, Toronto
Hamilton, London, Winnipeg, ‘m‘i
Edmonton, with agencies in all

other cities

UNITED TYPEWRITER Co. L1d.

Adelaide Street Fast

Mluchrﬂatlnachurlcbols
Teacher of Vocal fusic. Concert
thgagements accepted. Apply at &

Mulock Ave.




