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earth was the place where the battle was fought.
The first Adam comes, but falls ; and all the his-
tory of the Old Testament is the failure of the first
Adam, with promises and predictions of the
triunph of the Second. Then the New Testament
comes ; the battle is over, the triumph is won.
We (7. e. believers) are put with the Second Adam,
and Christ looks that we should be victorious.
But we are never victorious except so far as Christ
is our object, when He is before our eyes at each
moment, in each’difficulty or trial that comes be-
fore us here below, When are we happy ? When
Christ is before vur eyes-—not when we are locking
back to the happiness of yesterday. Satan would
have us look back upon past happiness, and per-
haps date our blessing upon such or such a day.

But it ought not to be so. | am, of course, to
have a joyful recollection of all that the Lord shews
me, and I shall certainly not forget the first mo-
ment of blessing from Him But how miserable
if this only be our comfort and stability now, and
our assurance that we shall be with Christ! Nay ;
it is a living Christ that we have -a Christ that
died and is alive again, and a Christ that would
imprint His own character upon us, making us
truly great. It is holding fast what Christ has
given us that delivers us from littleness, and hold-
ing it fast in Christ Himself.

The Lord grant that, strengthened of His grace,
we may be enabled thus to do. Then each word
of Christ will have its own power over our souls,
will be clothed with His own love ; it will come to
us not as some great draught upon us, as if the
Lord could be enriched by us, save only in such




