THE DOMINION PRESEYTERIAN '

these untruthful words. Prayer dispels

darkness as the sun the morning mists.

“Prayer makes the darkened clouds
withdraw,

Prayer olimbs the ladder Jacob saw;

Gives exercise to faith and love,

Brings every blessing from above.”

Let us cultivate the habit of looking
on the biright side of things. Let us
magnify the light rather than the dark-
ness. David became discouraged *and
said in his heart, I shall one day perish
by the hand of Saul.” He brooded over
his untowasd surroundings. He said,
“in his heart.” Had he told it out to a
friend or even spoken it aloud,
she would have gseen the sin of
the natural and faithless heart, he would
have seen things in God's light. He
would have foreseen the wicked Saul al-

MANNERS IN THE MIN!STER.

The pastor has much to do ' ith gocial
life. We do not live n a laad of bar-
barians.  We rejoice i) the diseemin-
ation of culture and refinement.
Churches want their pastore to be gen-
tlemen. They want them to manifest at
least ordinary politeness and a thought-
ful attention to the usages of good
society. Some ohurch nembes may
oarry their taste for etiquette to an ex-
cess and become overfastidious. But
een ible peop.e recogn ze the value of
certain rules in social intercourse, rules
which are founded upon that regurd for
the comfort and pleasure of otl ers which
is one fruit of Christicnity. Men who
have been obliged to u,mula in life for
“the main chance,” as it is caled, and
who hue a mm.ru.l admiration for great

readv doomed and dead and himself the

pled with

loyal and loved king of God's own ap-
pointment.

What is thy burden, thy suspense, hy
fear, O child of God? Does it apply to
yourself, or family, or business, or Sun-
day school claes, or church? Say not,
““All these things are against me,” but
stir thyself in faith and works. *btir
up the gift that is in thee.” Trust God
and use the talents and opportunities
He gives thee. '‘Commit thy way unto
the Lord, trust also in Him and He will
bring it to pass. Delight thyself also in

» the Lord, and He shall give thee the
~desires of thine heart.”

Thus every ill of life, everything that
seems to be against us, may be turned
to a blessing, and instead of saying,
“All these things are against me,” we
shall triumphantly exclaim, “If God be
for us who can be againet w:1”

“By thy blessed love constraining,

Keep us now from all complaining;

Thou wilt soon on earth rejoice,

Blessed, blessed Lord|

have I to do with orying?

ave I to do with sighing?

To my own will I am dying,
Blessed, blessed Lord |

* What
w

“T lay all upon Thine altar,

I will never fear nor falter,

Thy blest will I would not alter,
Blessed, bleseed Lord!

“In thy secret place I'm dwelling,

In my heart Thy joye are swelling;

Help me as Thy love I'm telling,
Blessed, blessed Lord.”

BACK TO GOD'S WORD.

It is the help which inspires self-help
which is a living force in life, Amid the
multitudee of helpe in the Sabbath
schoole of today ie there not danger
that the scholar will fail in eelf-helpt?
To one line of thought we call atten-
tion, and chiefly by illustration. In the
Sabbath school of long ago, when we
had few helpe, the committing to mem-
ory of Seripture and of hymns was the
chief thing with the echolar. How :nany
scholare in the Sabbath echool of today
commit even the few verees of the les-
son? How many hers and superin-
tendents emphasize this ae of prime mo-
ment?
poesibly—go to echool without the pre-
paration needeq to make the half hour
given to teaching helpful and profitable
to either teacher or scholar? The Sab-
bath -ohool lngoly fails of lh own 1nis-
sion b is n
to memory ae it should be. Even the
pulpit sometimes fails of the abundant
scriptural leesone, the text in some cases
being the only crumb that falle from the
rich granary of God's Word.—Lutheran
Evangeliet.

Happiness is not here; it cannot be
found in the way of nature, sadly cor-
rupt and disordered; and nature will
have its share of the man in spite of all
his efforts to dispossese it.

How many echolars—teacherd\

a good deal nf boldness ~and " conceit,
sometimes delight to trample on eocial
usages. They oall it “defying the ab-
surd dictates of fashion.” It seems to
them unnecessary and fussy to bs neat
in their pereonal appearance, to oulti-
vate good manners at the table, to be
couteous to ladies and children. They
have none of that delicate sense >f fit-
nees which is so desirable. In speech
and in conduct they seem to glory in
doing the startling rather than the ap-
propriate thing. They anuoy sensitive
natures by their lick of respect, if not
of reverence; and make their best
friends of their boorishness.
If favors are shown to them they take
no paine to exprees appreciation or
gratitude; and spoil by their eclumsy
bluntuess in convereation and by their
rude jokes and pemsonal criticiems dur-
ing the week all the spiritual appeals
of their sermons. Indeed, if refne
ment of manners is not cuitivated by
the minister in social life, the lack of
it will soon appear in the way he con-
ducts the services of God’s houre where
a delioite appropriateness is the true
expression of reverence.—Henry F. Col-
by, D.D., in The H miletic Revi w (Aug-
ust).

IS OPPORTUNITY EVER LACKIN i?

Many a Christian aseerts that he would
do more for Chriet if only his ~ppor
tunity were wider. The little round of
humdrum life, and cramped environ-
ment, he eays, offer little if any opening
for direct service for the Master, euch
as winning souls to Chriet. How fortu-
nate that Paul did not seek refuge be-
hind such an excuse! When he wae in
the midet of rather embarraseing limi-
tations he proudly eaid, “I am an am-
baseador in chains,”—and he thought
more 6f his ambaseadorehip than he drd
of his chaine. Which part of our life
arg we thinking of moet?

TWO INVITATIONS.

There is inepiration in a task that
promises neither ease nor wealth, pro
videq it ie really worth the doing. And
thire are many such tasks in the world.
wuiting for men and women who are
inore concerned with the world's needs
than with the world’s rewards. A young
man who believes in putting his person
al experiences at the disposeal of othurs,
if he can do eo helpfully, by writing.
made this comment in a letter thar ac
companied some of his manuecripts:
“Writing, as 1 conceive it for myself,
ie sufficiently difficult and unremuner-
ative to repulse the uncalled—which e
inepiring.” The “called.” in any field,
are those who are willing to spend them-
selves to the uttermost without any
thought save that of the service that
'.hcy may render. Those who are willing

to respond to the inepiration of euch
tacka need never be found among the
“uncalled.”

Every day we may see some new thing
in Christ; His love hath neither brim
nor bottom, O, that I had help to
praise Him.

OUR GIFTS.
Some Bible Hirts.

It is only obvious honesty that we
should give larger gifts to God as God
gives larger gifts to us (1 Cor. 16:2).

Nothing is best done t.ll it is habitu-
ally done. Giving should have a reg-
ular time (1 Cor. 16:2).

Can man rob God, who can take any-
thing from him? Yee; for God cannot
take from man a freewill offering!
(Mal. 3: 10).

’
Suggestive Thoughts,

It is not enough to give unless the
gift is in proportion to our means; nor
that, unless it is given regularly; nor
that, unless it is a generous propor-
tion.

Great giving will greatly commend
our Society, because it is greatly
needed,

Glving must begin when our gifts
are small and easy, or it hardly will
become a habit when our gifts may be
large ones.

It is not rair to n\pwl the voung
people to pay the debts of the churches
and mission boards; but to be in train-
ing to pay them when they grow up.

A Few lllustrationy

No secular business can be success-
ful without the keeping of accounts;

how the King's business?
# speclally to God one-seventh
of ouf time and one-tenth of our

money helps us to give Him all our
time and our money.

The tenth is the interest we pay on
our possessions to God, in token that
they are all His,

If one loves another, one s always try-
ing to see how much one can give him,
not how little.

To Think About.

Is my giving glad or grudged?
Do my prayers go with my gifts?
Do I make a business of giving?

A Cluster of Quotations?

It is one thing to know how to give,
and another thing to know how to
keep.—Seneca,

For the will ahd not the gift makes
the giver.—Lessing.

He gives not best that gives most,
but he gives most who gives best, —
Arthur Warwick.

Some men give so that their gold
and silver shoot you like a bullet, —
Beecher,

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.

M., Oct. 12-Liberality pleases God. 2
(‘n r. 9: 6-

T. Oct. 13- Saints are lberal, Ps, 112:
1-10.

‘\;.. Oct. 4—Toward those in want, Matt,
b: 38-42

T., Oct. 1:—To missions. Phll, 4: 14-18,
A Oct, 1—To the saints. Rom 12

. Oct. 17-A libere. widow. Mark 12:
-4

Sun,, Oct. 18-Togie: Commending our
Society. TV. By systematic, generous
gving. 1 Cor. 16: 1, 2; Mal. §: 7-1%,

THE SIMPLE LIFE.

Content to live fram day to day
Rerving the Tord,
To do His way
The work that He laye ont for me;
Knowine no task can ever be
Too hard,
Too great for me,
If T will trust and learn to say,
“Thy work, Thy will, Thy way,
Dear Lord."”

T think we would eross no man's path
without hailing him, und, if he needs,
giving him supplies.—Beecher.

*Y.P. Tople, Sun,, Oect, 18—~Commending
our Society. IV. By systematic, gener-
ous giving. 1 Cor. 18: 1, 2; Mal, 3: 712,




