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Inxury allowed him, and also with
which he is to be taught generosity, un-
selfishness, as well as thoughtfulness
for the pleasure of others,

What wou.d be some of the advantages
of thus giving a stated allowance? Tt
will teach children to be systematic; it
will teach aceuracy and the keeping of
accounts; and the principle of tithing
one's income might be thus early put
into practice, Receiving the money at
regular and stated times, and know-
ing just lhow much he is to expect,
ths «¢hild soon learns how much
the money will buy, and he finds
he must gange his little wants accord-
ingly, and thus he .earns systematic
economy. He also learns to keep ac-
counts and to be dccurate, There is a
small lady of seven summers whom T
know, who spent three weeks away from
home last summer with her grand-
mother. When leaving, her father gave
her a sum, of money for her own use,
also @ small néte-book and penecil, re-
marking that he wished her to put down
in the book how she. spent the money.
Under her wise grandmother’s instrue-
tions a regular bookkeeping account on
a smali scale was started, all expendi-
tures being carefully and neatly noted.
When at the end of the trip the sheet
was properly balanced, great was the
child’s delight and the father's pride
and satisfackion. At some future day
some fortunate man will be the richer
on the “profit” sheet of his household
expens if T mistake not.

Lastly, the opportunity will be yours
with the giving of an a.lowance to im-
press and strongly advocate in the years
of early childhood the giving of a tenth
of one’s income, be it great or small, Tn
explainin- the Jewish law, and the prac-
tical beauty of it. as well as the bless.
ings attending its fulfilment, how sim-
ply can be shown that one of the ten
pennies means a tenth, and, while al
are His, this tenth is to be especially
laid aside and used in doing good in the
name of the Giver of all. Try it.

AMID THE ENCIRCLING GLOOM.
From Sunday School Times.

If we study it in the light of ite origin,
evetything in the hymn “Lead, Kindly
Light” conspires to turn our minds
away from what is merely plaintive or
softly emotional.  Such a phrase as
“the encircling gloom” might too casily
lead us to imagine an exaggeration of
sorrows euch as had no exietence in the
life of its writer, if we did not remem
ber that it was the hymn of a young
man entering upon a full half-century
of activity and conflict, rather than the
sigh of one around whom the griefs and
bereavements of age had begun to fall.
Let us remember, also, that at the mo
ment of its composition the writer was
probably in the midst of encircling sun
light o far as his immediate ~ircum-
stances were concerned. Under the per
petual sunehine which bathed everying
during that week of calm in the Italian
®ea, the lighter sort of nature would
have wondered how any one conld
speak of the encircling gloom. But
when a life’ problem is weighing upon
one's heart, the outward brightness cnly
eerves to intensify the inward distrecs,

The encircling gloom, then, of which
the hymn complaine is that which falls
upon any serious life when it begine to
feel an uncertainty about life’s mission,
or when it feels that eome conversion
is drawing nigh. In the very mudst of
their ministry, prophets have often felt
that their commicgion was cancaled, or
that their message was exhausted, rnd
then the soul is plunged into despon-
dency. In other experiences, -he eoul
has felt that God was about to maike it
the agent of some new and untried pur-
pose, from which it ehrank, as @'d near-
ly every prophet at the beginning of his
call. It ie this experience that lines
and eaddene the countenance of sore
whose -outward circumstance is <o for

tunate that we do not eee what they can
be troubled about. These glooms are
the almost unfailing coste of leadership
as one questions his own fitness aud ee-
éretly beats himeelf into ‘shape for the
work that is daid upon him. Of this
character was the gloom that is ex-
pressed in the hymn.
- But the majority of men know 10 zs-
piration for leadership, and this will
not be their gloom. Their aime in life
are quiet and modest. They feel no call
to head any movement or lead iny re-
volt. But around even such is bave
no further purpose than the faithfnl
care of their own little circle there will
often enough fall the experience which
cannot be better described than s an
encircling gloom.  The blow that de
stroys the business, a1 4 with it all Lhope
of d ing what had seemed their sacred
duty toward their own, or the loes of a
poeition, may bring around lives .he full
darkness which the phrase expresses.
Upon others the crisis falls not in some
dislocation of their affair, but in some
inward experience by reason of which
life never scome the same again. God
is never done with repeating that strug-
gle with Jacob at Peniel, in which the
patriarch was faced with the badness of
his whole past life, ite mixture of pur
poses, and the certain evil of the future
yhe were to go into it with the same

surrendered spirit which prevailed in
him up to that very night. Out of that
gloom which closed around the traveller
hat night there came a new element
into human life, for which Ierasl wae
ever thankful. The Psalter was written
mainly out of heaviness which made
its writers for the time being seem of
all men the least likely to have remain
ing to them any large or satisfying part
in the influencing of the world; and the
very warmth of the Pealter, which
brings it nearer to human life than any
cuner book, ought to teach us much
about the mysteries of good that are
hidden in the heart of life’s darker pas
sagen for thoee who accept them as a
divine discipline. The most relentlees
eritic that Newman ever had has said of
him that “‘the very eeverity of the con
flict. in his own epirit has given him
the profoundest sense of any thinker of
our day of the perplexities of living
man--the bewilderments of thought, mo
tive and conscience that come of limited
and paesionful being, bound by law,
vet in revolt againet the law that binds
it

But it is that word “amid” which shows
us the depth and the patience and the
epiritnal honesty of the desires that ure
breathed out in this hymn. Most of
us do not pray to be led amid these
durk varieties of our inward life, What
we pray for is that we be led out of
them snd away from them as »oon ne
poesible,  We want to have them over.
The lighter nature does not ask that "ie
may learn the lesson of the gloom be
fore it departe. But there i€ none of
that in the hymn. The gloom might he
of long continuance, as indeed if was;
it might deepen, as it did; but the vir
ity and the heroism of prayer were
shown in the willingnese to do every
thing except do without the one great
fact of guidance amid whatever zame.
And the prayer was granted. With va
rintions of intensity the uncertainty
lavted for twelve long years, but work
went on just the same.  Amiid the gloom,
atd in epite of the gloom, which would
have brought a weaker soul to absolufo
inaction, this man held on his way, and
proved that “many a good piece of
work may-be done by a heavy heart,”
and that

“Tasks in hours of insight willed

May be in hours of gloom fulfilled.”

We are not to etop working or ad-
vancing just because the shadows fall.
A young business man, after years of
patient labor, came for couneel to a
friend, to whom he confided that in
epite of all his efforts everything seem-
ed to have come to a etandstill, and
that for months he had been in great
discouragement about hie affairs. The

friend asked him if aven in hie discour-
egement he had kept working all the
time. He replied that he had, and the
driend brightened (for he had been
through it and _learned hie iesson), and
waid that he Mought probably some-
thing would happen befors long. Very
shortly the thing happened which justi-
fied the working amid the gloom.

“L hate the world for ite mystery,”
6uid one who could not endure that any
gloom ehould. encircle him, It does
seem something like a disgrace to a fine
mind to diecover that it cannot think
out its path with precision, but mn ast
be led if it is to find ite way. And in
this mood men form those semi-religions
which for a little while seem to be more
positive simply because they leave out
the most troublesome and persistent
tucts.  If we could only realize that
darknese ie not a disgrace we should
accept many of these passages in life
with a different spirit. The hymn ac-
cepte the experience, and aske to 'earn
its lesson. As the phrase “moor and
fen” recognizes that there is a *‘discip-
line of dullness,” the encircling gloom
attests that there is a discipline of dark-
necs in which there are not onmly von-
ceived, but protected a4 ripened, many
of the choicest fruits of the Spirit. It is
quite likely to be a humiliation, but it
is not a disgrace. The great spirit ac-
cople it patiently, and does not rudely
clumor that it be brought to a close, but
aske ra . r what ite teaching is.- “I
will not  + thee go except thou bless
me."”

Today there are a great many at-
Yempts made to banish the gloom that
encircles the soul. We are told that all
gloom is morbid, and that it should
be taken as a sign that we are out of
Liealth. But while there is much in cur
moods that is morbid, there is a gloom
which is not. It is real and it is ra-
tional, and it is well for us, and we
ought not to brush it away too soon.
There could have been mo kindness in
letting Jacob go before the issue of his
«oul was thoroughly wrestled out vith
him. Let us find out if it is the dawk-
ness of sin, of a lifelong mistake in cur
purpose, and not be willing to go out of
it until that is all settled. Let us pray,
as the hymn does, that the darknees
miay not go until it has done ite work.

A CONSCIENCE FOR THE "APER.

Oue of the things which must trans-
pire if our denominational papers are
to fill to the ful. their mission is for
‘he pastors more generally to have a
conscience as to the mission and sig-
nificance of the denominational weekly,
such us they have for other agencies
used for the advance of the kingdom
of our Lord. The denominational pa-
rer <tends just for the progress of the

Pigdom, T+ is often handicapped in
its cervice by limitations which seem
beyord its power to control, but it
stards faithfully for the pure and the
good. for information about principles
and work and workers that are ungelfish
and have for their ends the sa.vation of
sonls, the uplifting of social conditions
ard the stimulation and growth of Chris-
tian men and women in intelligent ser
vice, If there is any question as ‘o
whether the denominational paper
stands for these things it ought to be
looked into, Tf it does not, the denom-
ination owes it to itself to see that it
does, If it does stand as a faithful
agent in instructing and stimulating the
people in Christian endeavor, and jn-
terpreting for them the truth, the "m
therhood does an injury both to itseif
and the paper by not giving the genu-
ine, who e-hearted support which the
progressive ones give to the other recog-
nized agencies for the advance of the
cause.—Religions Herald.

The blessing of a man is not the bless.
ing he receives. but the blessing he be-
comes the channel of,




