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t"m^ the iniiul lo a fiiblimc fpiriUiality, ronimiiiiicnfing:

the m<;ll enlarged views of the divine ciiarnflcr and Pro-
\idencc, giving llrmgfh to iiipport amid (he mod diftrel-

fing vicifljtudcs, and cainiir ^ the bread which throbs with
the anguiih of guilt. Ee l ion in (a<5) operates a inofi:

beneficial change even os. the iritclkfinnl condition of
man. It firengthcns his lacultics. It enlarges his con-
ceptions. It gives him clear ideas on the mofi Tiiblime

iiibjecls which can engage the mind of man. It fuppUes
the want of outward comforts, while it expands the foul
with anticipations of future blifs. Even to the moft
wretched of our fnecies, it points to a fource of joy ever
acceflible. It furniflics obje61s on which the mind may
dwell with fati.sfa(:lion. It difpels ihc gloom vvhicli en-
compaOcs furrounding objei^ls, and leads forward to that
world of light, where " we fliall fee face to face,

and know even as we are known." It is in its application
to fuch exigencies that the fuperior excellence of reli-

gion js bed perceived. We knozo inde])endently of ex-
perim'entand fa6t, that religion is the mod excellent thing
and a fouice of thepuredjoy, but in the cafe of its allevia-

ting a6hial fudering, we see that it is fo. An argument
is furnidied which.comes home to every mind,and operates
with a force which we may redd, but cannot overcome.
The triumphs ofdivine grace are difplayed and chridianity
is found to be indeed the friend of man.

IV. The exercife of brotherly kindnefs and charity is

highly conducive to the happinefs of man.—When we
" rejoice with thofe who rejoice," we participate in their
felicity ; nay, when we vifit ihe houfe of mourning, to
" weep with thofe who weep," lo foften the pillow on
which the hoary head of age reclines, and to caufe " the
widow's heart to dng for joy," we cheridi a tender plea-
fure, and Ihare in thofe confolations which we impart to
others.

. Benevolence, indeed, is fo agreeable to the com-
mon notions of mankind, that every one condemns the
mean and l'ordi<l fpirit of that wretch whom God has blelt
with nf^nndnnrp njul rr»nl/'n"«'»i*l»' vvifl» »K« i-»ir.i.it. /^f Kl«r_
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