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THE GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PUBLIC F(^RESTS OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Hon. W. R. Ross, Minister of Lands for British Columbia

{Addresi nt the Fijteenth ComeMinn oj the Canadian Forestry Assciatim.
Victoria, B. C, Sept. 5, 1912. Reprinted from the Report)

n( thlV}!^ ^/it^'*'"
°^ "/ '"^'}'^ *^'^ morning might be taken as a narrowing
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"Convention by dealing with something of a local nature, but Ithink It will be a matter of considerable interest to members of the convention to
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The Forestry Commission.

The forward movement for the systematic organization of forest w-k in thisProvmce began with the appointment by the present Government of a ForestryCommission, consisting of Mr. Fulton, the Minister then in charge of the LanckDepartment, Mr. A. S Goodeye, who has recently beoii appoi^ed a member ofthe Dommion Railway Commission, and Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt; who I am glall tosay is present with us today.
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"This Commission conducted a thorough enquiry into local conditions, ascer-tained what was being done in other parts of the continent, -.ad submitted itsrecommendations as to the way in which our British Coluu/oia forests should bemanaged in a report with which you are doubtless familiar. This report . ^hed

in^ul??'^'?'^?v*
somewhat over eighteen months ago, shortly after j: had beeninvited to join the Cabinet as Minister of Lands, and the consideration o. it was^eof my first officml duties. The ses.sion of 1911 followed immediately afterwardsand It was not until the ..pring that constructive work could be begun.

An Emergency Met.
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""^"^ que.stions to be dealt with were the preparation of new legis-

lation and the organization of a Forest Service, for both of which considerable time
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wa« however a matter of immediate urgency-

,W ^V ''"''";87'*""t of the fire warden Lerviee for the dry season then approach-mg. The year 1910 had been disastrous througliout the wt.t and though thegreater part of our Province had suffered less from tire than many of the WesternStites, the appalling dc-struction in southern B. C. had opened our eyes to the need

fouwfd'^h! unT r?'- '^
'^"'^*'" "f W ^'"^ f"^*'^ «f wardens was thereforedoubled, the 110 fire districts were grouped into 10 divisions iu charge of inspectorsand these inspectors were supervis.-.! through offices established at Nelson, Vanco"

• A c w''*""?-
^'^oney can \w wasted m<jre quic'cly through poor judgmentm the fighting of a forest fire than in any other form of public work,^n(i tESway to elinnnate such waste is by fn -len, and active inspection. It was to the


