
I3r. THE STOIJV OF TIIK ENfJLlsH PEOPLE

Tht^ people of tl.usr liuids irrow so mud. tluit th.-v
can afford to sell i: . , us very cheaply. This means
clieap bread.

4. But at I ill!, .vhen bread was ho dear tlmn-
were laws calle I i!, ( Wn Laws, which kept foreign
corn out of Knj.l nid.
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^ laws to iielp EnnlJsh
fanners to get u lii^L ,,. • <• their eorn. If foivign
corn came in a- 1 w ..a cheaply, it was certain
that no one wojild buy the dear En^Tlish corn. So
the foreign corii was kept out, and then the Knglish
farroers could get a great price.

(>. These laws made food very dear. The pooi
people, who had not enough to eat, thought them
very cruel. But the mass of the })eop]e could not
help themselves

; they had no votes. As long as a

man has no vote, he has no voice in the making oi

altering of the laws.

7. The chief power in Parliament was held by
people who owned a great deal of land. The Corn
Laws suited them very well, because as long as corn
fetched a great i)rice they could get a high rent for

their land. For this reason they would not hear a
word against such laws.

8. After a time a numl)er of men joined togetliei

to alter this. They said triat it was very wrong to


