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LEAGUE OF NATIONS

: - C.142.M.81.1936.VII,
Communicated to the
Council and Members ; London, March 2lst, 1936.
of the LeagLe ' Bl .

COMMUNICATION FROM THE ETHIOPTIAN GOVERNMFNT.

London, March 20th, 19386.

To the Seoretary-Ceneral.

: I am directed by my Government to request you to .communi-
cate the following decleration urgently to the Council of the
League, the Committee of Thirteen, the Committee of Eighteen and.

. all the Members of the League. o sl

I. On March 2nd, 1936, a proposal for the application of
an oil sanction to Italy was laid before the Committee of Eighteen.
Another proposal was promptly made to and accepted by the Council,
to the effect thet an appeal should be made to the belligerents:
before any vote was taken on the oil sanctior. Accordingly, the
Committee of Thirteen, acting under the ter~s »f reference given .
to it by the Counoil, issued an urgent apve:zl to the two belliger—
ents to open negotiations immediately, within the framework of
the League and in the spirit of the Covencent, with a view to the .
prompt cessation of hostilities. ~ e

II. The Ethiopian Government at once deferred to the desire -
expressed by the Committee of Thirteen. v took note of the
fact that the essential element in the proposal was that the
negotiations should be conducted in the spirit of the Covenant
and within the framework of the League.

L. The Royal Ttelian Gevernment sent the Committee of: . -
Thirteen a mere acceptance in principle. It was careful to R
avoid making any reference to the essential element in the Com- -
mittee's proposal; it did not say that it agreed to negotiate
within the framework of the League and in the spirit of the
Covenant. Can-the brevity of this reply be construed as en- - .-~
implicit acceptance of the fundamental condition laid down by -
the Committee of Thirteen? Circumstances afford unquestionalkle
evidence that the Italian Government is still resolved to- con-
tinue its aggression against Ethiopia until its enterprise is.
orowned with complete success - to bring about by unscrupulous
and unlimited violence ‘the subjugetion of Ethiopia, in violation
of Article 10 of the Covenant, whereby Italy undertook to
respect the..territorial 1nt°gr1ty and politlcal independence
of every Member of the League.

It 1s impow*ant that all doubt on this matter should‘
be dispelled without delay, and that the fundamental question
should be put categorically to the Italian Govermment. The.
Ethiopian Government repeats its declaration that, acting in - :
all frankness and loyalty, it will not agree to negotiate :except
in all frankness and loyalty, within the framework of the ‘League
and in the spirit of the Covenanst. .

In view of the terms of the Italian reply, and the ;
ecircumstances attendant upon it and succeeding it, the Ethioplan
Government feels justified in asserting that the sole purpose
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