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CALGARY (CUP) — There
are ideas that our parents were
raised with. Ideas like graduating
from school, leaving home when
you are 18, finding a good job and
retring with a pension,

These ideas don’t really hold
true anymore and more frequently
people are finding that in order to
do what they want to do they have
to make their own jobs.

Such was the case with Kelly

Dowd, owner of Calgary-based
Redd Skull ('nmiu- and CDs.
“Al the time that I bought the
around 1993, the economy
wasn’t that great, they said that there
weie jobs-but there weren 't really,”
says Dowd.
job.”

Dowd first began his romance
with comics as a young boy in 1976.
He was sitting at the bus station,
bored with listening to his dad talk
shop, so he read a comic and drank
chocolate milk
reading lead him to become an avid
comic collector.

As Dowd grew older, he con-
tinued collecting comics. But, as
many of us know, you hit a certain

store,

“So I created my own
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age when you have to start acting
like a grown-up and making grown-
up plans for the future.

Dowd decided he wanted to
be a financial planner.

He moved to Calgary from

Regina in 1993 with four years of

university experience in Arts and
Economics. He was taking a Secu-
rities course and working nights
when he heard about a comic store
that was for sale. He jumped at the
opportunity.

“There were two choices of

what I wanted to do in life. One was
to be a financial planner, deal in
stocks, bonds, and trading. The
other thing I wanted to do was sell
comic books,” says Dowd. “Be
sides, as a friend pointed out, run-
ning a comic book store is similar
to the stock market because there
are high and low end comics and a
lot of speculation about what books
will do well.”

When Dowd bought the store
there were over 30 stores in Calgary,
at last count 10 remain. The com-
petition was steep, but he didn’t
think twice.

“It was a quick buy, an im-
mediate decision: Do I do it or not?
Do I take the risk or not?”

The Misfits — Famous Monsters

After 22-some years, the Misfits are still growing stronger. Like the previous release, American
Psycho, Fomous Monsters lacks the distinctive vocals of Glan Danzig — but still manages to hold
onto their punkish monster rock. A definite buy for any Misfit fan, this release may be
misunderstood by virgin ears. — Kathy.

Sinclaire —self titled

Re-releasing their debut ep after signing with Sonic Unyon, Sinclaire has sweetened the deal by
adding two new tracks onto this record. Cranking out a rock that whispers Jimmy Eat War]d and
The Get Up Kids in your ears, Sinclaire is catchy and loveable for the whole family — or uﬁeus%
the hip strain of your family. With the epic track “Wind is the sound of the crying,” the-band gives
assurance that the posi-hardcore world (emo you say?) is a friendly place indeed. — Jon.

Crooked Fingers —self titled

There can be no denying Eric Bachmann’ place in the indie-rock world. The immediately placeable
Archers of Loaf frontman’s voice takes on it's customary depth and rawness as Crooked Fingers.
But this time instead of rock songs, ‘Fric Bachmann is brewing up dark lyrical pieces that are o
blend of lounge rock and “drunken beer hu!l rants.” 4 Thls record is solid, and one 1‘hur will e weﬁ.

Basically, this CD just sucks. | can't think of a pretfier way fo put if. Dim ;pg rks
Liars Inc. earned this CD two points while it's ashes cooled in my qarbage can, garmed th
other 0.5 points for a mildly humourous cover, done in oh-so-original clay figures. — Yoel
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The risk paid off for Dowd,
this last March he celebrated his
fifth year in business. He didn't
Jump through the regular hoops that
most entrepreneurs do and instead
chose to take a more practical ap-
proach with his business.

“Everyone says you have to
have a business plan. I never had
one but I knew how things ran from
previous part-time work experience
in a book store and I modeled my
store after their store.”

It wasn’t all easy for Dowd.
Admittedly, there were trials when
he started the business, such as buy-
ing too much of the wrong stock
and having to work another job for
the first two years to support the
store,

However, with the support of

family and friends Dowd managed
to overcome his initial setbacks.

“Everyone I knew that was
connected to comic books had faith
in me. If people have faith in me
then I know I will do alright.”

Another aspect that allows
Dowd’s business to thrive is good
financial sense.

“You have to make sure you
have enough money, more than you
think you should have. Always
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have extra money in case you screw
up, and then you can fall back on
it

When starting your own busi-
ness, it is important (o maintain a
balance in your life and not let run-
ning the business take over your en
tre life.
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CULTURE
How t0 be an adult and still collect Comics

BY REBECCA PORTER

“Most people think they can
run a store or a business, but they
don’t realize how involved you have
to be,” says Dowd. “I just can't take
a holiday whenever I want to, I al-
ways have to arrange to bring some-
one in. But I have always arranged
tc take one day a week off.”

CALGARY

*290

Plus tax $44.63

ST. JOHN’'S

*100

Plus tax $16.13

10 MON | TUES | WED |THURS | FRI | SAT | SUN
VANCOUVER | — | 1855 | — | — B i
CALGARY | — | 1855 | — — s e
TORONTO | — |10:25%)13:50 | 10:25% | — — | 14:00°
23:25 12:10*
23:35
STIOHN'S | — | 1830 | — |1840 |- | — | —

*Ends Jan 2

on any specific flight is not guarant

" Week of Jan 3 only

AIRPORT STANDBY FARES: Are subjed fo available seats prior fo depariure. Passengers may register
21/2 hours prior to the scheduled departure of Right. Fares are suﬂad to change without nofice. Travel

& WTI Payment (Cash or Credit Card only) must be made on departure.
One way travel only. Schedule subjed fo change without notice.

iRellable 'bAordable W Air Travel

“ Week of Jan 24 only

Voyage de découverte

dans le monde de I'enseignement
INVITATION A UNE JOURNEE PORTE-OUVERTE

ou?
UNIVERSITE
SAINTE-ANNE
Pointe-de-I'Eglise, N E

AL

Qui est invité.e ?

Les étudiant.e.s bilingues qui
s'intéressent a devenir
enseignant.e en frangais.
Toutes les disciplines sont
admissibles.

Quand ?
Les 17 et 18 février 2000

Départ de ['Hotel Lord Nelson
le 17 février a 14h00

Arrivée a I'Université
Sainte-Anne & 17h00

Banquet et soirée

Chambre en résidence

le 18 fevrier

¢ Rencontre avec le directeur
les professeur.e.s et les
étudiant.e.s du département
des Sciences de I'éducation

¢ Repas du midi

* Retour a alifax vers 14h00

Pour vous inscrire, téléphonez sans frais au
1-888-338-8337
avant le 11 février 2000




