2 news

Kim Goldberg, a freelance jour-
nalist who writes for many alter-
native and mainstream
publications in British Columbia,
agreed with Winter's analysis.

“The emphasis on ‘bread and
circuses’ issues in the media
makes us unable to think as indi-
viduals,” she said. “The media

don't show the larger reasons be-

hind events. We get famines,
blockades. even ‘ethnic cleansing’
presented as isolated events, with
no larger structural explana-
tions,” she said.

In this environment, news be-
comes “a fistful of sand thrown
in your eyes, isolated particles
with no context or analysis.”

As well, the creation of the
deficit hysteria, in Goldberg's view,
has been “part of a red herring-
like strategy to keep people dis-
tracted.” Goldberg added that this
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obsession over the deficit in the
mainstream media has served the
purposes of certain sectors in
business and finance.

“It serves the corporate inter-
est by providing the deficit as a
pretext for slashing government
social programmes. Less social pro-
grammes mean a more desperate,
and less united, work force to bar-
gain with employers.” she said.

The cause of the omissions of ¢
the stories in the recent Project |

Censored Canada list are not only
due to corporate control of news-

papers and other media, but also ¢
due to the way journalists are ;

taught and carry out their duties,
according to Goldberg.

“Emerging reporters are not |
encouraged to show any investi- ;

gative zeal” either in journalism
schools or in newspapers, accord-
ing to Goldberg.
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On a Contiki tour you
spend more time having
fun, because we take care
of all the details that can
make travelling a chore.
And now, when you book
one of the following
Contiki tours — The
Ultimate European

or The European
Adventurer — at Travel
CUTS, you get return
airfare to London for
FREE. Don't miss this
fabulous opportunity.
Drop by Travel CUTS,

today!

-

HOLIDAYS
for 18-35's

Card (ISIC).

When You Book
One Of These
Contiki Holidays

By March 29, 1996.

e RN

* Certain restrictions apply. Valid for departures from Toronto, Ottawa, e
Montreal, or Halifax only. For departures from other cities, check with s s
Travel CUTS/Voyages Campus. Book and pay in full by March 29,
1966. Full details available at Travel CUTS/Voyages Campus,

t Participants must possess a valid International Student Identity

THE ULTIMATE EUROPEAN
Visit 17 European countries in 46 days!

From $113/day; includes most meals.

THE EUROPEAN ADVENTURER

Visit 12 countries in 37 days!
From $87/day; includes most meals.

ALSO AVAILABLE,
$199 RETURN TRIP
TO LONDON:*

The European Contrasts’

Visit 10 European countries in 29 days!
From $91/day; includes most meals.

The European Escapade’

Visit 10 European countries in 25 days!
From $91/day; includes most meals.

Your nearest

9 TRAVEL CUTS
& 4 VOYAGES CAMPUS

Student Union Building
Dalhousie University

494-2054
=

The Travel Company
of the Canadian
Federation of Students

“They are not taught that they
should question all institutions of
power: governmental, corporate,
religious,” she said.

Although the corporate
agenda has influenced journalists,
they are also at fault for not “con-
stantly probing and doubting in-

sources,” she said.

“Why are all the experts
quoted in mainstream papers
from business, government, or
academia? Statements are some-
times regurgitated without ques-
tion, and journalists have become
glorilied stenographers,” said

formation

from all power Goldbers.

Project Censored’s top
ten list for 1995

1. Cleaning up after Atomic Energy of Canada, Ltd.
Almost $300 million is required to clean up old nuclear
facilities - a fact that is not represented in the financial
statements of the Crown corporation.

2. Canada’'s own free trade deal The Inter-Provincial
Trade Agreement — signed in 1994 to eliminate barriers
to trade between provinces — may reduce the provinces'
ability to legislate standards for labour practices and the
environment.

3. South battles GATT over patenting Under the Glo-
bal Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), plant extracts
and their genetic code can be patented by northern multi-
nationals, thus leading to concern that the intellectual prop-
erty of indigenous peoples and other southern agricultural
workers, might one day be put at risk.

4. Professional and corporate crime The public and
media fascination and obsession with violent crime has
caused a lack of concern over non-violent crime by profes-
sionals and corporations which may be costing Canada bil-
lions of dollars.

5. Tobacco companies and cigarette smuggling Al-
though the ‘smuggling’ of cigarettes by aboriginal com-
munities has attracted much media attention, the complicity
of large cigarette companies in the smuggling racket went
under-reported.

6. Reducing interest rates to reduce the debt Inter-
est payments on the federal debt have soared to almost
$40 billion each year, and the main beneficiaries are the
banks. An alternative plan for deficit reduction — low in-
terest loans provided by the Bank of Canada would relieve
calls for spending cuts but has received scant media atten-
tion.

7. The Canadian Wildlife Federation hides its hunt-
ing connection The Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF),
which claims to be Canada's greatest protector of wildlife,
is run mostly by people who kill animals for sport. But
from the way it publicises itself, few non-hunters who sup-
port its fundraising efforts are likely to know this.

8. The World Bank funds forced resettlement The
World Bank, with financial backing from donor nations
like Canada, is funding development projects that will force
millions of people off of their land to make way for the
building of over 100 hydroelectric dams.

9. Is fish farming a biological time bomb? Canada
could risk environmental disaster if it does not impose more
stringent controls on its fish farming industry. Critics worry
that Atlantic salmon could escape from their Pacific pens
and contaminate indigenous stocks.

10. Chiapas and NAFTA When the Zapatista rebellion
began in 1994, it was in direct protest to the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement, which threatens to destroy their
way of life. But Mexican and Canadian authorities moved
quickly to separate the two issues, as well as denying any
link between trade and human rights concerns.

said Bill Louch of the Safety
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Puffing
outlawed
in Green

Room

BY JOHN CULLEN

The Green Room will be the
Grey Room no more.

With simokers migrating
there from the now smoke-
free cafeteria to light up, the
atmosphere of the Green
Room became increasingly
hazy. Last week, the Safety
Office informed the
Dalhousie Student Union
{DSU) council that the
Green Room was not prop-
erly equipped to handle the
_increased volume of smoke,
so it is now off-limits to
smokers. .

The Green Room and the
fourth floor of the Student
Union Building (SUB) share
the same ventilation system.
The increased amount of
smoke from the Green Room
introduced to offices on the
fourth floor could have led
to a violation of the Depart-
ment ol Labour’s Occupa-
tional Health standards.

“The Green Room's air is
partially recycled through-
out the fourth floor and was
creating an intolerable at-
mosphere for staff workers,”

ing areas left in the SUB
since the new policy was in-
troduced on January 7. This
is the last straw for some stu-
dents who feel there is no
longer a place that accom-
modates smoking and bring-
ing your own food.

“Fine, take away the
Green Room, but give us
back the cafeteria,” said a
Psychology student who
wanted to be identified only
as Rob.

Rob could get his wish.
Thursday, Jan. 25 is the
DSU's Annual General
Meeting. In lieu of the re-
cent events, council is
putting forth an amend-
ment to re-designate the
cafeteria as a smoking en-
vironment.

Lilli Ju, the council's Ex-
ecutive VP, expects a large
turnout of smokers at the
meeting to voice their opi
ions on the new smok
regulations. Meanwhil
many smokers are braving
the cold weather until the
current policy is amended.




