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Franchise at 18? T)
fcj John Filliter

What is the franchise? The answer to this question lies at the very 
political system designed to substitute a more civilized procedure for t e 

of individual objectives.
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heart of democracy. Democracy is a 
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minority and social interests are safeguarded by law.
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has influence in the decision equal to that of any other in- 
taken into consideration. However, the system os

as well as privilege.

In an election, every adult has one vote; he 
dividual. Degree of interest and intelligence are not . ..
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there is less identification of the 
not cast is a blow to the democratic ideal.
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should theoretically be granted to every citizen. Practical considerations have pre- 
, , (ortunatelv obviously babes-in-arm ne not capable oi voting in an intelligent and response e

Alberta and British Columbia) 19, and three (Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Saskatchewan) 18. The
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Federal voting age is 21. a
iiof Maturity? This is a very difficult question to answer but among the factors to

e. Intelligence includes many things, know-
is to seek informa-

Wnat is the measure
be considered are intelligence, responsibility, and experienc

on. H P .i • i• i q Arp» tHav spekina a chance to prove themselves .-:tîve9 Ar- they willing to accept more responsibility? Are they seeking a H

whai degree have young cittzens been accepting adult roles and responsibilities.
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m :for future leadership. It has much to offer
What is the role of youth in politics? It must prepare 

idealism, imagination, energy, a fresh approach. Just what role should it play?V

To further complicate matters, people ac- 
would be too drastic. Others point out that 

y of minimizing the change. What

AÈ : t These are just a few of the questions raised by the issue 
cept the proposal to varying degrees. Some claim the change
thp chance of voting once more in one's life is only sixty percent, by ,
do you think? Are eighteen year olds mature enough to vote? Personally I believe that they are, thou,

improvements in political education should accompany the lowering of the voting ag .
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