" side of death.

GERMANY

UBLICISTS and orators who are
interesting themselves in the ‘sub-
ject of peace, whether it be a
peace which looks to the immedi-
ate end of the present hostilities or a
permanent world peace at the normal
conclusion of the war predicated ‘upon
an international court with sufficient
power to enforce its decrees, would do
well if they grew more specific and con-
sidered some few of the numerous es-
sential and underlying difficulties which
beset this question. It would be w M‘
if they limited their proposals to things
within the possible range of concre‘e
achievement instead of painting for us .
beautiful pictures of a world such as
there is no justified hope of seeing this

field.

B y

Let us. begin by giving an example.
If we are to have an immediate end of the present
war as the result of negotiations between the bellig-

. erents, such peace must be based upon' a {reaty,

which is a contract between nations instead of in-
dividuals. Now when two individuals enter into a
contract, they do so with the expectation that- the
contract will be kept and they base their expectation
on the reputation and the antecedent behaviour of
the parties thereto. No wise business man ordin-
arily makes a contract with a competitor who has
shown in the past that he will not keep a contract
when made or respect the law which supports it.
Yet our friends who propose a negotiated peace at

“the present time are asking the Allies to make a new

- pontract with Germany when Germany started this

&

war by a breach of existing contracts, which breach

the Imperial Chancellor in the Reichstag publicly ac-

knowledged in.the damning phrase, “Wir haben das
Voelkerrecht verletzt,” and when she has followed
this act by so many other violations of the law of
nations that her general contempt for international
law is now aecepted as axxonmamc by most Amerx—
cans.

I¢ a new contract to be made with Germany be-
fore she has shown remorse for her infamous breach.
of her late contract to respect Belgium? ‘Is a fresh
contraect to be signed with’ this' Teutonic Power so

. “long as she shows no sense ‘of shame for having
' treated as a serap of paper a wntract as solemn as

- should interest us.

was started, will any one ask us to trust such instru.

* any che ever emtered upon; swhen she has, within

the month, agatn -shown that in her cves might

‘makes right and laws exist to be broken or at least

to be eyaded on the flimsiést of pretexts? For here
she is compelling the Poles to fight under her colours

and against their own countrymen, and her excuse ig

3 that she has declared Poland to be an independent (G5
- Kingdom; rﬂfmua*h without a king, and a new Coun-
_ try, though without a boundary, by whieh subterfuge

ghe affects to believe she has. avoided those provi-
sxonq of basic law which forbid a conqueror: during

“the continuance of war ‘to impress the conquered.

into hxs own armies, on the theory that Poland be-
{ng now independent (sic) is no longer conqueredf
territory. The next thing on the cards will be for:
Germany to declare, on paper, that Belgium is free,

‘although Germany alone is enslaving her, and to use

this as a sufficient gmund ‘to force the Belgians
into German trenches. Before publicists go into de-
tails as to the terms of possible treaties upon which
peace might be based, it will be well for them to tell
us how the AHies ean make any treaty of any sort
with Germany until she shows some realization of
the fact that treaties are made to be kept and inter-
national law is made to be respected and not to be
broken or interpreted by sophistry and equivocation;
and that those nations which break freaties and vio:
late laws and seek to circumvent them by artifice
and evasion are guilty of such gross outrages upon
“ the rights of mankind that new treaties may not be
made with them until they either repent of their im-
‘moralities or at least discharge the ruters who were
gu.ilty of the crimes.

E are toid, holwever, though ina vague and gen-

“eral way, that the world.is about to ¢reate some
‘new instrumepbality by and under .which all future

* treaties may be enforced. We may easily find Teams:

of speculaticn upon this stibject yet what we can-
not do iwto get details, and these are precisely what
But again let us try fo fix ideas
by way of concrete » example, If, with all the knowl-

~edge we have gained in the last two years, we can

suggest no world organfzs,tion, no supréme body, no-
powerful combination of military: -apparatus by which
‘the presemt war could have been stopped before it

Editor's Note:
Sidney Coryn’
another neutral takes the place of the war summary this week.
well-known New York lawyer of German extraction.
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MUST BE BEATEN

The Opinion of a Neutral :
The time to force Germany to terms is—Now!

We have our International Police now in the
df we wait for the Keeping of Agree-

ments it will be too late

GUSTAV b §

s copy through in time for the press.

mentality, whatever be 1ts nature, to stop the next
war?  Surely not.
Now what possible collection of armed forces could

- have prevented Germany which, during-the closing

week of July, 1914, had assumed a more or less in-
necent air of detachment in the Russo-Austrian dif-
ferences, from suddenly sending her ultimatum to
Russia on the very day on which Russia and Austria
had resumed negotiations'in an attempt to secure a
peaceful settlement, from thereupon. immediately
mobilizing her armies ‘and then instantly striking
with all her might? ' Germany started this war with

- such-speed that no conceivable aggregation of mili-
tary forces in the nature of a police, which would or

could normally be maintained by the world at large,
could have been expected to have exercised a forcxble
restraint upon her.

But it may be suggested that under the new ar-
rangement a nation which springs to arms before the

International Police can be' brought into operation -

will be subsequently-punished. If this suggestion be
made, the complete answer is that this is precisely
what the Allies are trying to do to Germany at the
present writing, I
ing to do to-day what the assumed International
Police, under the plan proposed, is intended to do to

a nation which has violated its contracts, broken its
treaties and suddenly precipitated a war upon the.

world,  What ‘is more, there is every reason to be-
lieve that the Allies have a far greater chanee of
success than would an International Police. If we
of the United States wish to round out what is al-
ready, in effect, a great International Police which i3
seeking to re-establish order on this sphere, we have
nmierely -to join the Allied armies in the present war.
Then we shall have, as nearly as we may ever hope
to reach it in-this imperfect world, a practical em-
bodiment of a strong armed instrumentality consti-
tuted by practically all the great nations of the earth,

~ bent upon preserving, as against an outlaw nation,

the very foundations of law and morality upon which

civmzatxon mum rest ‘So much for the proposed In-~

ternatioaxal Pohce fomee, at 1east m this discussion,
i 5
ETA us now come to the International Court. or
“body of men who are to be empowered to decide

_ the various quesmons upon which thé nations them-
: selves eannot ‘agree and who are to wcontrol the Inter-

national® Po]ice which is to execute rts decrees. We
need not - point out the difficulties which surround
the selection of the ‘membership of such a court,
whether the mnumni riber . at judges appointed by each
nation is to be in prox:vortmn to its popma,bwn for
instamw' nor need we lay $tress upon the compara-
tively small body of recognized basic international
law upon which such a court could-base its decisions
or enumerate other difficulties which it would take
volumes to adequately set out and to describe which
volumes have been written.. . One thing/ is certain.
Such a court, if it is not to be more autocratic and
absolute than Caesar with an overlordship extending
from Pole to Pole, would bave to proceed upon the
basis that the terrnorlal sta;tu*; quo is to be rbre-
served.

If South America bhould seek to compel ;he
‘United States to sell the Panama Canal or at least to
give them'a share in its operation; if Japan should
claim- the rxgbt to buy Hawdil becaitse of the large
‘number of Japanese there found;
ingist on her right to keep insurrectmn alive near our
border without let or, hindrance’ from us;  if India

should ask for its mdepemdence from, Great Britain,
Algiers from France, Tripoli from Italy or Formosa
from Japan, the answer would have to be a nega-
tiye absolute and the nations concerned would cer-
: mnlx refuse to evan discuss u:e queustwng raiaed,

NG

Owing to the Christmas holiday it has. been impossible to get Mr.
The accompanying article by
The ‘writer is a

In other words, the Allies are try-

i ok Mexdco should

just as we should decline to enteértai
suggestions about parting with Texas or
alifornia which we acguired, in effect,
by conquest from Mexico or of giving up
Alaska which we bought from Russia or
of doing without Wisconsin which we
took upon our defeat of Black Hawk, or
of yielding, against our will, the Philip-
pine Islands which we have so recently
conquered and taken from Spain.” How
similar, in the large, are the historiés of
Great Britain and the Umted States in
this regard!

It is, therefore, mconceivable that any
sets of peoples will ever, within periods
with which we are concerned, enter into
a general contract to establish a Super-
Supreme Court which shall. have ‘the
power of dismembering them or of tak-
ing land from one of them and giving it

to another. It may be a splendid thing to thrust the
Turk from Europe, but any tribunal which should
have power to do this would, at the same time, have
the right to eject the United States from Porto Rico
or Alaskda. If we are to have an International Super.
Supreme: Court, its' functions will, therefore, clearly
have to be restricted by an absolute prohibition in at
least one particular, and that is in any attempted ex-
ercise of rights to decrease the existing territorv of
any nation agam‘;t that nation’s consent

OW it is interesting to note that, in ‘the last

analysis, Germany engdged in this war be«cau%e
-she was not satisfied with such progress. in the ac:
‘quisition of territory as she could make on the basig
of a peaceful or gradual development of the status
quo. ‘Bismarck did not believe in colonies and did
but little to acquire them; he preferred to use .them
as’ counters by which to set Franece, Italy and Great
. Britain by the ears with the result that Ttaly sfuck
by his Triplé Alliance and France and Great Britain
“were kept in: con.stant hot' . water until they signed
the entente. Refore Bismarck’s death however, the
German peop}e got to want colonies. and to. want
them badly, and this at a stage when the good ones
were about gone, which was the. reason ‘for their
ery for a place in the sun. That Engnnd dn an at
tempt to preserve the balance of péwer was, for a
time, not friendly to extensions of Germany’s spheres
~of influence is a fact; but. it is eaqua]ly true -that in
the years immediately preceding the. war ‘AAnglo-Ger-
man relations had been growing inormsmgly cor-
dial and that England was in the way of consenting
to Germany’s reahzat:on of her wishes in the direc-
tion of Bagdad and the Persian Gulf. But the speed
of enlargement of its territorial influences by peace-
ful ‘means was not sufficient to satisfy German as-
pirations.  Her writers insisted that  since Great’
Britain had obtained many of her colomes by what |
they conceived to be forceful methods," “Germany
should not suffer for the aomdent ‘of coming too late
upon the scene and be restricted to a peaceful and,
therefore, slow and minor enlargement of her terri-
torial interesm especially as she excelled, as she
thought, in all the arts of peace and at the same time
possessed the mogst efficient army in the world.

We repeat that an International Court must neces-
sarily proceed upon the basis that the existing and
settled territonmial distribution of lands among the
nations of the globe is beyond its power to change
.against the 'objection of any party in interest just as
a civil court cannot arbitrarily give property long
" owned by one man to another. But Germany’s writers
and thinkers have contended and still contend that
this ‘principle is wrong and that a nation which
quickly develops great powers both in the arts of
peace and of war is entitled to make that power felt
in the shape of a larger territorial influence quickly
arrived at. It follows that an effective International
Court is the very thing whjc‘h would most seriously
interfere with Germamy’&z chief unrealized ambition
and the very thing which she could under no circum-

> s’ca.nces, in the long run, tolerate. (}ermany does

. .not want arbitration or deeimons such as a court

can give, for such methods will Withhold from ‘her
the very «thingos to which she \hmks she ig entitled.
Her Changellor a few days ago expressed his lack of
faith in such expedlenxts and frankly ack.nowledged
Germany’s similar atftxtude in txmes pwst The en-
_ tourage of the Kaiser, Prof. Kuno Francke tells us,
sees after this war yet another peace baseu Apon
military prestige, Nor will it be uninstructive, to add
that though Great Britain hgx, signed an arbltraﬁon
~treaty with us of l»imi‘ted scope and was willing to
sign one as broad'.as mat which was recomxngnded

i
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