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reliable” -powder, but I think their hearts

‘are as young as ever.

Norman took Mary Rose “unto him-
gelf” some years ago. I think we were
all' pleased with the match; I speak for

‘myself anyhow, I know that Norman

pever. flirted his handkerchief to better

. advantage than the day he wiped my

‘téars away.
:Eliza now “shines” the stove of the

“«pricklayer,’ and no doubt boxes the

ears of his offspring with grimmy
rs.
.- ‘Mary Rose’s children come and swarm
over the old house and garden. They
.ghrilly call for “Auntie,” but they never
.ask what'a “feller” is. - I suppose they
know already, from the oldest down to
the babe of one year just learning to
toddle, The' children of today are aged
and worn, before they leave off their
swaddling clothes. '
Tonight, walking home with handsome

" John Adams under all the little, wink-

ing stars,: with summer’s subtle breath
floating about us; the warm night-wind
blowing softly, a caress in its touch, I
thought of that dreadful day, now in
the ‘far past, when I worried myself and
everybody else to “rags and tatters”
trying to find out what a “feller” was.
I told -him' the story as we loitered
through the shadowy path.

. John is an awful man to laugh, and,
when  he could speak again, without
choking, he said, “Jen, you blessed idiot,
how you must have tortured Norman.

The Western Home Monthly.
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_ By 1720 the postal service was much
improved, although transit was very
slow. Twopence was then charged for
the - carriage of a letter anywhere in
England.

Mail coaches did not start running
until 1774. Before that date all letters
were carried on horse back, “poste-
haste.”

The penny post within the United
Kingdom was brought is as a result of
the efforts of Rowland Hill in 1840.
Since then, the alteration in the charge
for postage has been constant. Origin-
ally, \we were only allowed to send one
half-ounce for a penny.. Now we are
able to send four ounces.

It will surprise you perhaps to know
that two hundred years ago there exist-
ed an ocean penny postage which greatly
aided trade. It used to be accomplished

Do you think you are any wiser now?” |

. “Yes, indeed, John,” I answered, “I
guess I am.”
Aunt Bet was righ—A
a humbug.
——— e e

The Story of the Post Office.

From Edward IV to Edward VIL

The first we know of the Post Office
is" the record we have handed down
from Edward IV. We were then at war
with Scotland, and Edward instituted a
service of couriers to ride posthaste
between London and the Scottish front-
ier. “They were not allowed to ride their
horses more than twenty miles at a
time.

“In the reign of Henry VIIL this sys-
tem of couriers to carry the King’s des-
patches was elaborated, and a. Master of
the Posts was appointed, with an office
in London.

The First P.M.G.

In the reign of Elizabeth, the first
Chief Post Master was appointed, for
by that time the Master of the Posts set
up by Henry had given place to several
masters. By a proclamation of
Charles I. it was laid down as follows:
“Whereas to this time there has been
no certain intercourse between the king-
doms of England and Scotland, the King
now commands his Post Master of Eng-
land for foreign parts to settle a run-
ning post or two to run night and day
between Edinburgh and London, to go
thither and come back again in six
days.”

The rate of payment was to be 8d.
per letter over the Scottish border, but
for any distance up to eighty miles the
‘f)ele. for carrying a communication was
<.

Cromwell increased this service of
couriers, and opened a place in London
where communications could be left.
This was in Lombard Street. It was laid
down by Act of Parliament that the ser-
vice was to “benefit commerce, to convey
the public despatches, and to act as the
best means to discover and prevent
many dangerous, wicked designs against
the Commonwealth by the inspection of
correspondence.”

During the period of Charles I. and
Cromwell, the business of carrying let-
ters was let by contract. The first con-
tractor paid £18,000 to the Exchequer,
and made a fortune by the service.

The First Penny Post.

“feller” is

it may interest a good many to know |

that a penny post was set up in London

and the suburbs as long ago as 168l. |

‘1 enterprising gentleman of the name

ot Murray started this service, but he
Wi s brought to the bar of the King’s
! 1. and it was held by the judges of
eriod that he had no right to

et a service. The Government

in this way: Masters of ships about to
sail to America and other foreign parts
hung up bags in the City coffee-houses
and inns. Into these bags merchants,
and those wishing to communicate with
such lands as these captains traded with,
placed their letters  and paid a fee of
a penny. For this fee the~captains
undertook to deliver the communication
to the agents or person named on the
other side. It is necessary to say that
a great many of these letters never
reached their destination. However, it
was soon known whether captains ful-
filled their promises. When they earned
a bad reputation, merchants would not
entrust any communication to them.
Up to 1846 London letters were col-
lected by messengers standing at various
points and ringing a bell.  Previously
to this, the sender of a communication

7.

had to take his letter either to the
General Post Office, Lombard Street, or
to such other post offices. as. were from
time to time established. Even up to as
late as 1879 the practice of collecting
letters by the ringing of ‘a bell held
good in ‘Dublin. 3 ,

TUp to “ine year 1800 there were no-
house-to-house deliveries, anu those ex-
pecting a‘communication had to call for
it at the local post office.

The first steam packets carrying
mails crossed the Irish Channel in 1821,
and went over to France in 1824. The
Post Office was removed to St. Martin's-
le-Grand in 1829. '

——— e

Worms cause fretfulness and rob the infant of
sleep, the great mnourisher, Mother = Graves®
Worm Exterminator will clear the stomach and -
intestines and' restore healthfulness, .
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