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Timber Resources of Australia
Somne interesting facts concerning the forest products in the Antipodes.

By JOHN D. MACFARLANE

SOME months ago the "CanadjýForestry Magazine" had anticle on the timber resources
the world and made mention of t]
area of forest in Australia. The writ
lived in Australia for twenty-tv
years, and has visited ail the Stat
except the Northern territory. Ti
area best known to him is the coasti
region of Queensland.

This territory extends from Cal
York in the north, about S. Lat. Il
to the New South Wales boundari
about S. Lat. 29. There is a sela
coastal plain of varying width, and tthe crest of the range it receives
fairly abundant rainfail. Some part
have an excessive rair, averaging, fo
a beit of perhaps 300 miles, 18inches per annum. in rich soil, and ipermanent Summer climate, thi
makes for a -,ronderful growtli, as th,
growing ceason neyer stops. Thî
strip of Queensland ie as large aýCuba, andl ail the British We'si
Indies, and,,probably lias richer po.
tential resources.

It already lias a large cane sugaibusiness, and fairiy well-started ba.nana and pineapple plantations, aiscexperimental lots of cotton, arrow-
root, rice, and sundry other tropical
producte. As yet only a small partof the area has been bra6uglit into
cultivation, as clearing the, dense
scrub is a castly operation.

The writeris a mining muan, andno botanist or timber expert, butanyane who has seen the Queensland
forest cannot doubt that this timiber
wealth muet sorne day became afactor in the worid's markets. It is
particuiarly rich in Cabinet woods, ofbeautiful grain and color, and liasbesîdes a cupply of more common
grades for generai use. In the latterclass, there is cedar, which will
co Mpete in size witli the famed cedarsof British Columbia, and a pinlecalled Kauri pine, larger than our
eaetern Canadian white pine. In the
mines at Charters Towers the trees
used for mine timber and fuel were
ironbark, bloodwood, lancewood, and
flindersia.

The ironbark has a liard corrugated
bark, like an aid oak,ý and makes a,
good steam fuel. The bioodwodd gotits namne fromn the intensely red sap,.A large tree cut -down at the ýriglittirne makes a very slaugliter house

,appearance on the ground. It is

ân probable that a valuable dye may
Lr- secured from this tree. Other coinm<
of trees in general use as timber, are:àie Crowfoot elm, beech, bean tre
er siiky-oak, figtree, kauri gum, Ti-trivro (pronounced tee) and gidyea.
es
le Names Inappropriate
al

The eariy settiers namned the tree
)e which were strange ta them, accorcJing to no eyetemr at ail. The silk~,oak, for instance, is nat in the lea.%~jlike an oak. Its foliage consiste; c
o needies, pointed like rushes in ou
a marshy Places, samnewhat larger tha
s aur white pine needles. The timbe
,r j5 beautifully grained, and is muci0 used for interior finish in buildinge

SThe white cedar is not a cedar, but i9 leafed tree; aur nearest foliage iperhaps the black cherry. This trei9 is a thing of -beauty when in flower9 the tree is literally covered witl
hanging, tassels cof blooms, ecentec

-like a lilac, and 15 a great attractior
for butterfiies, bees, and honey.
eating insects. The writer had several
of these in his, Austral ian gardien.

*The flowers develop into a fruit,which brouglit flocks of flying faxes
every evenîng, tîll they were ail con-sumed. The timber of this is con-
sidered excellent for chests andcabinet work generally. The Moretan
Bay ash, is not in 'the least like ansi -of the Northern iemiîsphere; the
saine may be said of the beech;- andthere are two trees namned fig, fromr
the leaf being somnewhat like. Oneof these figs grows a very large cize~and in the tropical jungle of Queens-
land is often covered with parasite
growthc, including orchids.

The finest cedar district wac the
Baron River Country. This lias naw
been mostly ail cut out, and yaungtrees take a long time ta mature. At
the first opening of the cedar area,liere, the timber getters (that is theAustralian expression for lumber-
mien) attempted ta run the loge downthe Barron River over the falis,
which have one drap of 680 feet. The
result was that practically ail theloge were broken into maatcliwbod.
Others who had loge cut in the bush,
lef t tli there for many years, till
the railway was run up the ranges
froin Cairns. This cedar is a higli-
priced article. When the Atherton
stIrub lande were openeci, and divided
inta amaill farms, on a table-land, or

be rather sheif, about 1,200 feet above)n cea level, in the range, the cedar
- wac ail reserved ta the Crown. These:e, farms run fromn 80 ta 320 acres andee sold at ten shillings per acre ta hona

fide settlers. One man took up 160
acres, which was reported ta carry
no cedar. After he had cleared up
what the law required, and secured~,hie titie, lie found one solitary huge

j.cedar, which lie sold as it stood, for
yane hundred pounde sterling-and lie

et only paid eighty pounds for the)f farm; a profit for this one tree of
[r twenty-five per cent, on hic land.

The Eucalyptus Family

Th le mast cammon famnily of treesEL in Australia is the eucalyptus, coin-
Smonly called "gum-tree". here areseveral varieties, which shed the.

bark annually, and retain the leaves.
The leaves do faîl framn time ta time,
but there es no general falI as ini
Canada. his famnily af trees stand

*drouglit well, and are more commaon
o n the'inland side of the ranges tlianon the more moiet area toward tiecea. The leaves are a duil grey-
green color, and hang with the edge to,
tie sun, which ceems a provision ofNature ta prevent evaporation.
Another widely spread family is the
Wattle. This is not s0 large a tree as
the eucalyptus, but the bloseom isalmost a national emblem. Budding
poets of the Commonwealth, do nat
seem ta concider tliemselves rigitly
entered into the temple of the muses,
until they get off an apostrophe to
the, wattie blossom.

Going inland, beyond the caast
range, the cliaracter of the forest
changes greatly. Tlie dense uender-
growtli and vines disappear in the
drier atmosphere and many of thecoastal trees do not cross the range.
Coing înland further a second ridge iscrosced and then cames the bare
treelese plains, or "downs" as this iscalied in Australia. That îe the real
sheep country. These plains have adeep black sou, which, wien wet isvery tenacîous. A man carnies agarden on each boot in wet weather.If the coastal rainle; were diîided upwith the 'downs", it would be thegardien of the worid, as the soil isricli, and they could grow crope theyear round, in Northi and Central

Queensland. In the Athertonscrub
(Contînued on Page 1048)


