
BELINDA DALTON; OR

your dainty hand ? Let me see. One - two three, yoz ui
have rejected already, without any reason, , that I could dis.
cover, sufficient to warrant such a procedure. You seeiz,, ot
bent on breaking hearts, sister."

Indeed, Alice, you wronc me," said Belinda gravely: e
should be v1,erý sorry to feign an attachment where l' 1

did not feel one, for the sake of an unworthy tiiumph. A; e
for the gentlemen to whom you refer, 1 can conscientiousIT' xe

state,, that 1 never gave them the least encouragement ; ü dE
they chose to interpret my actions ottierwise, I regret it, bu--ýý
do not consider myself to blame." n

Weil, well, Belinda, I have no doubt such is the case; bit et
I am really curious, to know your reasons for thus summari1ý or

dismissincr them. We will begin with the first, William elif.
Edgington. You cannot deny that he has youth, health 8
and good looks in his favor; now what did you find to 6&
counterbalance these > kr

6,1 His egotism. The subject of his conversation, from,' tec
morning to night, is ever the same. You are continually, ex

lieuring of his wonderful achievements, the dangers he biç OU
expellenced, of his féarlessness -and courage, and the com. isar
mendations he has received for the performance of variom m
feats. A miserable woman indeed, his wife will be, cou. nic

tinually obliged to hear of his amiable disposition, but neve' s le
beholding a proof of it. He prides hiraself on being es. £a
ceedingly gentle, but th whom, ? To the poor woman whc'ý is
crosses his path, and who has daily to earn her scanty breaý ells-

does be endeavor to mitioate the harshness of her lot by, afj epi.
least, common civility ? No, no, it is reserved exclusive1ý;, e.

for ladies of wealth; Iiis servants see 'but little of it, if repor j hiL
speaks correctly. It was but yesterday I overheard hi his

in crossing the street, leucturing to a poor woman, who, wiE1ý an
an infant in her arms, was soliciting his charity. In harsi' no.
and imperious tones he ordered,- her away, and I could nel'

help contrasting his bebavior to her, -with his complaisaz am-,
and fawning manner to one whom, he considers a lady." an

-,,But, Belinda, I think you are too -severe. What els && T
could he have done ? mi

Do as everý noble-minded man would have done. Firf
6inquire into the merits of the case, and then endeavor t

relieve." ring
66 see," said Alice laughing, he would never hav uld


