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Corv of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. the Earl GREY tO the Right
Hon. the Earl of ELGIN and KINCARDINE.

Y LoRD, Downing Street, January 27, 18051.
I HAVE hitherto deferred answering your Lordship's despatch No. 198, of

Page i. the 19th of July last*, in which you transmitted to me an Address to Her Majesty
from the House of Assetnbly, on the subject of the Clergy Reserves, because
when this despatch reached nie the session of the Provincial Legislature having
already been brought to an end, and that of the Imperial Parliament beiig about
to close, nothing could for sone nonths be donc on fle subject referred to, and
I therefore thought it advisable that it should be reserved for that full and deli-
berate consideration of Her Majesty's Government, which its difliculty and
importance deserved.

2. I have now to instruet your Lordship to inform the House of Assembly
when it shall again be called together, that their Address to the Queen, which
was transnitted to nie in your despatch, has been laid before Her Majesty, and
that Her Majesty bas been pleased to reccive it very graciously. You vill
further inform the 1ouse, that while H er Majesty's servants greatly regret that
a subject of so much difficulty as that of the Clergy Reserves should, after an
interval of sone years, have again been brought under discussion, it has appeared
to them on mature deliberation, that the desire expressed by the Assembly in
this Address ought to be acceded to, and they vill accordingly be prepared to
recommend to Parliament that an Act should be passed, giving to the Provincial
Legislature full authority to inake such alterations as they may think fit in the
existing arrangements with regard to the Clergy Reserves, provided that existing
interests arc respected.

3. lu coniing to this conclusion Her Majesty's Govcrnment have been
mainlvinfluenced by the consideration, that, great as would in their judgment be
the advantages which w'ould result froin leaving undisturbed the existing arrange-
ment by which a certain portion of the public lands of Canada arc nade available
for the purpose of creating a fund for the religious instruction of the inhabitants
of the province, still the question wlether that arrangement is to be naintained
or altered is one so cxclusively affecting the people of Canada, that its decision
ought not to be withdrawn fromx the Provincial Legislature, to which it properly
belongs to regulate all matters concerning the domestic interests of the
province.

4. It bas therefore appcared to 11er Majesty's Government that it would
he iiîpossible f'or them, consistently with the principles on which they have
always held that the Governinent of Canada ouzht to be conducted, to advise
Her Iajesty to refuse to conply witl the praycriof the Address of the House of
Assnblv; and they have ahad the less difficulty in cominîg to this conclusion,
because they have observed with satisfaction, that the Assemblv, in their Address,
have recognized the claims of those -who are nîow in the enjovient of incones
derived from the funds realized by the sale of the lands in question, and have not
asked, that in any alteration of the Act of P'arliament nlow in force, authority
should be given to the Provincial Legislature to interfere vith the continuance
of tllese incornes for the lives of the parties by whom they arc reccived. The
course thus takei by the Asseimbly is alike consistent with sound policy and
with justice, and has obviated what Vould otherwise have been a great difliculty
in the way of accomplishing hie object they have in view.

5. You will cause copies of this despatch to be laid before both bouses of
the Parliaient of Canada at their next meeting.

I have,ý &c.
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, (Signed) GREY.

&c. &c. &c.


