. IN. THE CONSTITUTION OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 43

‘Enclosure 3, in No. 9.

To his Gmce ‘thc‘z" Duke of szcést]e,wHer Majesty’s Principal Seéretb,g'y ‘o‘f State for the

‘ ‘ Colenial Department.
May it please your Grace, = . o T |
"Wg, the Commions of Newfoundland, in Legislative Scssion convened, beg to inform your

Grace, that we arc gratified to learn from your despatch of the 27th of February last to his

Encl. 3, in No. g,

Excellency the Governor of this: island, that. Her Majesty’s Government have come to the - o

‘conclusion ‘that they ‘ought not to withliold from Newfoundland those institutions, and that
gystem of civil administration, which under the popular name of responsible government

have now been adopted in all Her Majesty’s neighbouring possessions in North America. o
But we beg to state that some of the conditions on' which the Imiperial Government are

prepared to concede the immediate application of that form of government to this colony,are
so objectionable in their character, as to render its introduction upon such -terms utterly
impracticable. . . L “ L ‘
[he intended boon, instead of being reccived. with approval by the people, with such
qualifications, would be rejected without hesitation. o ‘ o
The conditions decmed objectionable by 'the Assembly are, first, a gencral geographical
sabdivision of our clectoral districts ; secondly, the imposition of local taxation by assess-
ment, for the purpose of defraying the allowance usually granted to Members of the
Assembly for their attendance during the sittings of the ﬁegislature; and thirdly, the
im}l)‘ositioh‘of ‘general election expenses on the Members elected. Lo

he first condition cannot be carried out 80 as to sccure a faithful return of independent

‘representatives, owing to the scattered and. widoly extended naturc of our settlements in
nearly all of our outport districts, any general geographical subdivision mainly based upon
territorinl extent, would throw the clective power into the hands of the most scattered and
isolated portions of our population, and . thereby unjustly act upon the more populous and
wealthy settlements. Besides the Assembly have invariably objected to any general sub-

division of our electoral districts, because it would result in the creation of mere nomination

or rotten boroughs, and throw the representation of the country into the hands of n few
individuals who have invariably opposcd the introduction and progress of free institutions in
this colony, and by, the system of trade which they have long pursued, reduced our opera-
tive population to u deplorgble degree of misery 'and dependence. They form a leading

portion of the Exccutive Council of this colony, and being identified with the poliey and

interest of that body, the Assembly are Jikewise confident, judging from the repeated cfforts
which they have made in vain with the Council, to induce them to pnss a fair Bill, for the
increase of our representatives, that no measure will be assented to by them that will in any
~degree endanger their paramount influence and their political position in the government of
the colony. T L o

~ But to convinee your Girace of our desire to meet your view, we shall again endeavour to

bring the Council to terms on’ this subject, and. relax the re-olution which ufter mature
deliberation we had formed, of not attempting to renew an abortive system of legislation upon

gencral subjects with the Council, a body consisting of " ten irresponsible Crown nominees,

one of whom is absént from the colony, and only one of whom has supported the measures of

the libern] party which have been brought before them, s
With reference to the sccond condition, the Assembly would remark that there is no such

measure in operati n in any other British North Amecrican colony ; that local assessments

arc .only imposed for lucal or municipal purposes or measures, and any attempt to saddle

on our population a system of direct taxation for the paymentof Members, cannot be favour- .

ably regarded, and must ‘prove a failure, being unjust in principle, and unprecedented in the
other colonies, it would be deemed oppressive by the people of this.  As the third condition
would be viewed in the same light by the Members cleeted. L
-.Tlic ‘Assembly would further submit that these conditiohs arc such as have not been
auneyed to the concession of responsible government to any of the neighbouring colonies,
and being put forward by your Grace as indispensable precedents to the change of govern-
ment sought by the people, we are convineed that in this view your good intentions on
their behalf will be utterly’ frustrated, and their hopes disappointed. - o

.. ‘W' therefore trust, that upon a reconsideration of this mnportant subjeet, your Grace.
~ will see the propriety of withdrawing these objectionable conditions, and. granting respon- -

gible government to this colony on the same terms as it has been granted to the neighbour-
ing colonies. ‘ ‘ :

.. In conclusion, we bave respectfully to thank your Grace for the information you have

conveyed regarding the question of reciprocal free trade with the United States, on which
your Grace acquaints us that Her Majesty’s Government are in negociation with that of
the United' States, and that in ‘the conduct of that negueiation every attention will be paid

to thé expressed wishes ‘of the Assembly on this subject.
‘ And for which, as in duty bound, will ever prny, |

*" Pasked thie House of Assembly, 24 March 1854, ‘ o
. ‘ o ‘ . John Kent, Speaker.
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