
,IN THE 'CONSTITUTION OF :NEWFOUNDLAND.

Enclosure 3, in No. 9. Enci. 3, in No. 9.

To his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, ler Majesty's Principal Sccretary of State for the
Colonial Departient.

May it please youf Graoe,
MEF the Conîifions of Newfbundland, in Legislative Session convened, beg to inform your

Grace, that we are gratified to learn from your despatch of the 27thl of February last to lis
Excellency the Governor of this island, that Her Majesty's Government have cone to the
conclusion that they ought not to withlold from Newfbundlnd those institutions, and tint
system of civil adlinstration, which under the popuhir narne of responsiblc governuient
have now been adopted in ail lier Majesty's neighbouring possessions in North Amlerica.

But we beg to state that some of the conditions on which the Inpcrinl Governnient are
prepared to concede the immediate application of that form of governmient tO this colony, arc
so objectionable in their character, as to render its introduction upon suci ternis utterly
impracticable.

The intended boon, instead of being reccived, with approval by the people, with such
qualifications, would be rejected without hesitation.

The conditions deemned objectionable by the A ssenbly are, first, a general geographical
subdivision of our clectoral districts; sccondly, the imposition of local taxation by assess-
ment, for the purpose of defraying the allowance usually granted to M embers of the
Assembly for thoir attendance durmng tic sittings of the Legislature; and thirdly, the
imposition of gceneral election expenses on the Mcmbers elected.

Thc first condition cannot be carried ont so as to secure a faithful return of independont
representatives, owing to the scattered and widoly extended nature of our settlements in
nearly all of our outport districts, any gencral geographicail subdivision mainly based upon
territorial extent, would throw the clective power io tic hands of the most scnttered and
isolated portions of our population, and thereby unjustly act upon the more populous and
wealthy settlements. Besides the Assembly have invarimblv objected to any general sub-
division of our clectoral districts, because it would result in the creation ofnmere nonmination
or rotten boroughs, and throw the representation of the country into the iands of a few
individuals who have invariably opposed the introduction and progress of frec institutions in
this colony, and by the systen of trade whiclh they ,have long pursued, reduced our opera-
tive population to a dCplor.ble degree of miscry and dependence. 'They formîx a lcading
portion of the Executive Council of this colony, and being identified with the policy an
interest of that body, the Assenibly are likewise confident, judging fronm the repette(l efforts
which thcy have made in vain with the Council, to induce them to pass a fair lil, for the
increase of our representatives, that no measure will be assented ta by them iliat will in any
degree endanger their paranount influence and their political position in the governmnent of
the colony.

But to convince your Grace of our desire to mneet your view, m e siall again endelavour to
bring the Council to ternis on this subject, and relax the reolution which ofter mature
deliberation w-e lad forned, of iot attempting to renew an abortive svstemi of legislation upon
general subjects mnith the Council, a body consistinig of tenl irresponsible Crown nouinecs,
one of whomr is absent fron the colony, and only one of whomi has supporited tlie n casures of
the libernil party which have been brought before them.

With reference to the second condition, tle Assembly would renark that there is no suc
mcasure in operati n in any otici British Northi Aincrican colony ; that local assessments
are .only imposed for local or municipal purposes or menasures, and any attenpt to saddle
on our population a system of'dirct taxation for tic )aiyntcit of lemlers, cannot be favour-
ably regarded, atd must -rove a failure, being unjust in principle, and unprccedented in the
other colonies, it would be deemned oppressive by the people of this. As the third condition
would beviewed in the samne light by the icmbers clccted.

Tie Assenbly would further submit that these conditiohs are such as have not been
annexed to the concession of responsible governnent to anxy of ti teighbotring colonies,
and being pu fforward by your Grace as indispensable precedents to the change of govern-
ment soug lit by the people, wc are convinced tiat in this view your good intentions on
thcir behaif Will be utterly frustrated, and tlir hopies disappointed.

'Wc therefore- trust, that upon a recotnsideration of this important subject, your Grace
will sec the propriety of witidrawing these objectionable conditions, and, granting respon-
sllie goveriment to this colony on the saie terns as it lias beent granted to the neiglbour-
ing colonies.

conclusion, wC have respectfully to thank your Grace for the infornntion you have
conveyed regarding the question of reciprocal free trade with the United States, on which
your Giace acquaints us that ler M1jesty's Governnent arC ini negociatioi with ihat of
the 'Uni ed'States, anîd'thÜt in'tI conduct of that niegociation every attention will be paid
to th expressed Wishes ýof the Aisenbly on this subject.

And for which, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

1J?'ased the llouse of Assênibly, 24 March 1854.
John Ket, Speaker.
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