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lieigill)otiriiiir p.jriNhcýi ill sticil a %vay w% to destroy the
speaking nlajoritics. L'iloti. this Suggestion, the conitiiittec tili.tili-
filowsly agrecd on a provision, whicil was drafted liy INIr. Ahhott. to

Ille following effec - - It sh.111 ilot tic lawful to presclit ttf the Lieu-
teii.tlit-(Io%-criioi- of Quelice l'or .111%. bill for alterilig flic linlits

of, aliv of t'le Clectoral divisions or (liti-it ts illeiltiolied in the second
Scliedule of' this let, the scetind and lilial rcadings of Sucil bill
liave hcell liassed ili Ille 1.cgis: Aive Asseilibly witli the concurrence

of the 111.1jority of' the ilienillers rt!ll.e.setltifig all flic clectoral divisions
or districts, and the assent. Shall ilot lie to -]eh liiil, titiles% ail

addres.s lias becti I)t-cscilte(t b% the Legislative Assellibly to the Licu-
statilig duit it fias liceil so

The Selledlilv i-et*erl.c(l to Colliains the ilailles of twelve Coulities
tilen represented by 1-l'iiglisll-.sle.tl;itig siletilbers, and the provision
was «tt the tinie thouglit to bc a fair s.Ifcgti.ird for the political C\ist-
clice of the 1-*iiglisli-slie.ikiiig population. It was t(:Ctýiteci hy the
G(Iverilnlt!llt and isisertt:(l in the Act, and, thougli its paterility lias

beeil clainied fi%- illo-e thail onc of the illenibers of'
the day, it is kalown liv those well itifortilecl in publie illatters tll«tt
Mr. Alibott was its ittiior and proposer.

II, is a curious eoninient also on the importance whiell, at the
tinic, this provision ohtaiiied iii the eves of' the

population (if Lower Canada that, at this moment, sollic of the con-
stittiencies liallied in tiiescliccltite are represcilte(l by
nienibers, and that, in niost of thelli, the Frencli-speak-ilig population

has very largely increased. 'l'lie probability is duit cre long a nla-
jority or thosc Counties %vill bc controlled by the French inhabitants.

NIr. Abbott etintintied to represcilt Argenteuil UP tO 1874- Dttriilg
this tinie, lie applied Iliniself mainly to the legishttive business of the

house, t.tling- little part in party discte;siosi. While Solicitor General,
lie entirely re-niodeled the Lower Canadian jury systeni, and intro-
duced and carried nicasures providing for the paynient ot'Govertinient,
fées by stanips, %viii(:Il is ilow universallv prevalent, witli many belle-

ficial results. During the sanie perioi, lie introciticect the Iiisoivent
Act of 1864, \vhicli was not passed at the tinie of the dissolution of the

House. Upon the organi ' zation of the new Goveriiiiient, Mr. Abbott
had the distinguislied honour of being Wsked bv t'le Premier for per-
mission to use the bill which nad been ititroduced %vhile that Premier


