
Christianity. For God it substitutes as the object of worship the
Great Being Humanity, whose servants, Comte says, are to take
the place of the Slaves of God, while the Heavens will henceforth
declare the glories not of God, but of Kepler and Newton; a senti-
ment which by the way both Kepler and Newton would have
rejected with abhorrence. Humanity is to be symbolized by the
figure of a woman with a child in ber arms. There is to be a
priesthood with a high priest at its head. There are to be regular
services with a liturgy and sermons. There are to be sacraments
connected with all the chief epochs of life. There is to be a calen-
dar, the saints of which are to be the benefactors of mankind.
Whence all this is taken, is not doubtful. No Utopian, however
visionary, ever really soars beyond experience. The Republic of
Plato is only an idealized Sparta, and the Church of Comte is an
imitation of the Church of Rome. It has proved an imitation not
less faithful than that of the British ship by the Chinese ship-
builders who reproduced the model given themn, dry-rot and all:
for already it has a schism and an Anti-Pope, a rupture having
taken place between M. Lafitte, the High Priest of Humanity,
and Dr. Congreve, the English Head of the Comntist Church. M.
Lafitte is accused by the Anti-Pope of straying from the Founder's
path, making too much of mere science, and appealing too little to
the hearts ot the proletariat and the women. He has now given
himself over to a worse heresy by turning Chauvinist, or to use the
English phrase Jingo; while Comte, though he was thoroughly
Frencli as well as Catholic in grain, and claimed for France the
primacy of his regenerated world, was nobly strict in his inter-
national morality and opposed to aggrandizement and war. What
is Humanity ? the Christian must ask when he is invited to ac-
cept it and its embodiments as substitutes for God manifested in
Christ. Is it really a Great Being, or a being at al] ? Is it any-
thing more than an abstraction, such as might be formed by
speaking of equine nature as equinity and canine nature as canin-
ity, if we may be allowed to coin those termns ? If it is an ab-
straction, will not the worship of it be more absurd than even
that of a stone idol, which at all events has a real existence ? If,
on the other hand, it means the aggregate of human beings, and is
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