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travellors to avoid drinking tho water of any
couutry they may bo visiting. This no doubt
gavo riso to the idea that Manitcba water was
univorsally bad. There is o good deal of
water of an alkali nature in tho couatry, and
tho general teadency of the water here is to
have a laxative effoct upon new-comers. T1ra.
vollers on the prairies in the unsettled districts
have often been obliged to nse surface water
from sloughs or swamps to a great oxteat,
and of courso much of tho water obtained in
this way is not good. Notwithstanding this
belief in the bad quality of the water, good
water can generally be obtained with ease in
nearly all parts of the country. In many
districts natural eprings of pure cold water
abound  Within eight and ton miles of
Wianipeg springs of puve water, of almost
an icy tomperature, can 0 found in the
warmest weather. Water, pure and cold,
can he obtained by boring in most sections.
In the Winvipeg district pure wator can be
obtained at o depth of 40 feet and upward,
and many of these wells give forth a con-
tinuous stream of excellent water, thus mak-
ing it unneccessary to use pumps or other
apparatus to raise it to the surface. Water
can be obtained from shallower wells, but it
is not always of as good quality as the wells
that are bored down to the rock, whore
there appears to be an unlimited supply of
pure, cold water. In fact tne supply has
been so abundant that in Wianipeg the city
council has been considering a plan of eup-
plying the city with water from artesian
wells, for domestic purposes, fire protection,
sewer flushing, otc. The prosent water
supply of the city is taken from the
Assiniboine river, though a large number of
the citizens depend upon the artesian wells,
which are numerous in the city, for their
supplies. Many who have the river water in
their residences, use the water from tho wells
for drinking and cooking.

THE SOUTHEASTERN,

Elsewhere in this issue wo publish ia full the
reply of the provincial government to the
petition of the Mauitohba and Southcastern
railway projectors, for aid te their road. This
reply islengthy and in some respects a remark-
able document. Indeed, it reads as though it
had been carefully prepared for the benefit of
the electors, rather than a simple answer to
the Southeastern people. It seemed to be a
foregone conclusion from the start that the
government had no notion of doing anythiog
for the Southeastern, and this lengthy docu-
ment now made public isa sort of attempt at
justification of the course which apparently the
goveroment decided to adopt from the begin-

og.

ml{é is quite true, as set forth, that the gov.
ernment should scrutinize very closely any
contemplated expenditure of this nature.
Most, if not all of the grants to railways
made by the proviace, hav~ turned out rath-
er dieappointing in the matter of practical
results, This is an additional incentive to
greater care in tho future. The government,
however, has not announced an abandonment
of its policy of granting aid to railways, and if
this policy is to be continued, the Southeastern

is undoubtedly the most deserving entorprise
now before the peoplo, It is moreoverin the
bands of geod men, who have large commer-
cial futorosts in the country. It isin no sense
o speculative or ¢ boom” schemb, aad
there is overy reason to beliove that the gvar-
antees offered would be faithfully carried out.
The object of the projectors of tho road is

plainly to operate the road and make it a
profitable property, Their only iutercst

would he in the coniinuous operation of the
road. They ave not charter-mongerr, and it
would bo against their general commeroial inter-
cats to dispose of the road. The plea of the
government a3 to the limited rovenuo of the
province might bo taken by some as to mean
tho abandenmont of the policy of aiding rail-
ways, but it is not likely that such is the real
intention. It is no doubt intended for the
electors. o

Coming to the finanolal question, it scems
the determination of tho government not to
grant any aid to this road, either the amount
asked for or any less amount. The letter
plainly says in conclusion that **the govern-
ment does not see its way clear to extond
any assistance to tho entorprise in its present
form.” This seems to show clearly that
the government is set against
road, no matter what guarantees are offered
or how liberal terms could be made., There iz
something about this attitude of the govern-
ment which seems diffioult to fathom. If the
government has decided to abandon the policy
entirely of giving grants to railways, tbere
would be no harm ia stating so plainly. On
the other hand, if further grants are to made,
it will take a much stronger decument than
the ons now published, to prove to the people
t hot the government has acted fairly in entire-
ly refusing to aid to any extent whatever this
enterprise, which is by all odds the most
valuablo local railway project ever preseated
to the people of Manitoba.

The letter endeavors to show that there is no
reason te beliove that the company would be
able to pay any portion of the iunterest
which the goveroment is asked to guar-
antee. The company, it may bhe
stated, offers to transter its entire land grant of
6,400 acres per mile, to the government, as
security for the guarantee of interest. Valu.
ing the fand at GO cents per acre, the amount
would about cover the liability assumed by the
government, All the revenue derived from the
sale of lands and timber would go to the govern-
ment to offset tho guarantes of interest.
For the first fow years the government would
perhaps be called upou to meet the interest ;
but inside of a few years the revenuo from the
land should certainly be sufficient to repay the
government in full. A considerable portion of
the land is suited for settlement, and the
balance is valuable for its timbor resources.

In addition to the sccurity named, the com-
pany offers certain guarantees as to freighc
rates, otc., which would prove very bone-
ficiat to tho try. It guarantees to carry
lumber at 8 cents per 100 pounds from the
lake to Winnipeg, which is one-half of the
ratc now charged by the Canadian Pacific
railway. This concession would prove of in-
estimable value to the farmers of Manitoba.

the'

Wo hear much talk abont mixed farming,
but farmers must have buildings for stock
before thoy can go into mixed tarming. Tho
groat requisite is oheaper Iunbor, aud tho
rate of freight offered would materially vo-
duco lumber pricos in Manitoba, Tho com-
pany also guarantoes to carry other freight
at from 15 to 60 per cent lower than
rates now current in Manitoba. In caso of a
conuecting lino beiag built to Lake Superior,
the company agree to carry grain over its por-
tion of tho road at a rate equal to 12§c per 100
pounds from Winnipeg to Lako Svperior, or 16
cents per 100 pounds taking Brandon as o
basis. The company also guarantees to trana.
port 30,000,000 feet, of logs to Winnipog annu.
ally, and build mills to manufasture theso logs
into lumbor at Winuipeg. Theso are all vala-
ablo guarantees, and there is every reason to
believe they would bo faithfally carried ont.
There is evory probability that the road would
eventually becomo a link in a through line to
Lake Superior, and in such caso the guarantee
ag to through rates might prove valuable.

To put this matter in a natshell, the pro-
moters of this road are prepared to place them.
selves, 8o far as this project is concerned, entire-
ly in the handsof the Government, to give
any guarant: d d y, to keep the
road independent, and to be operated for all
time to come in keeping with the guarantees
offered. The Government, in reply, simply
refuse to aid the undertaking.

A refreshing part of the Government reply
is furnished in the little lectures on sound and
safe business principles it contains, But tne
wounder to many is, whero the great business
ability of the Local Government exists, From
past experience, the lawyers of the outfit, in
making contracts, bave not made them very
binding, where provincial interests were at
stake; and thore who have hnd any commer-
cinl experience bave not furnished the brilliant
record, which would euable them to lecture
and instruct the crowd of successful busiuess
men, who have supported the promoters of
this project, and who have implicit faith in its
practicability and great-value to the province.
Evidently tho lengthy reply is the pro-
ductionof one ormore conceited obatructionists,
intended to reason out principles about which
he or they know practically nothing. To any
man of ble busi attainments, the
attempt of the local government to measure its
business capacity against that of the deputa-
tion which last pressed for aid to thia project,
must savor strongly of the old fable of ““The
frog and the bull.” But then the reply was
not meaunt for shrewd business men, but to ap-
peal te the voters,  Perhaps the multitude of
business men and others, favorable to this un-
dertaking, may also combine and appeal to
the voters at the pext provincial election. It
would only be a justifiable reprisal if they did
80, and should they adopt such a course, the
parallel of ¢ The frog and the bull ” might be
carried to completion, at least so far as tho

fate of the frog is concerned.
—e

EARLY GLOSING OF STORES.

The carly closing by-laws have at last been
passed by the Winnipeg city council, and after
August 15, grocers, boot and shoo dealors,

(Continued on page 1147.)




